
Passage 1: 1941 State of the Union Address (“Four Freedoms”)
By Franklin Roosevelt

1          Just as our national policy in internal affairs has been based upon a decent
respect for the rights and dignity of all our fellow men within our gates, so our
national policy in foreign affairs has been based on a decent respect for the rights
and dignity of all nations, large and small. And the justice of morality must and will
win in the end.

2         Our national policy is this:

3         First, by an impressive expression of the public will and without regard to
partisanship, we are committed to all-inclusive national defense.

4         Second, by an impressive expression of the public will and without regard to
partisanship, we are committed to full support of all those resolute peoples,
everywhere who are resisting aggression and are thereby keeping war away from
our Hemisphere. By this support, we express our determination that the democratic
cause shall prevail; and we strengthen the defense and security of our own nation.

5.         In the recent national election, there was no substantial difference between the
two great parties in respect to that national policy. No issue was fought out on this
line before the American electorate. Today it is abundantly evident that American
citizens everywhere are demanding and supporting speedy and complete action in
recognition of obvious danger.
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