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Agenda 

● Review
○ Readiness Check
○ Sound Warm-Up
○ What is (and is not) a sound-spelling wall?
○ Building the wall

● How can sound-spelling walls be used?
○ Daily Review
○ Introduce new phonemes
○ Introduce new spelling patterns
○ Targeted error correction

● Resources



Sound-Spelling Walls

The wall without the why 
is a waste of space.

- Dr. Stephanie Stollar



Review: Sound-Spelling Wall Readiness

Check your readiness with these 5 questions:

1. What is the difference between phonemes and graphemes?

2. What is the difference between consonants and vowels?

3. What is the second sound in the word “queen”?

4. What two sounds are represented by the letter X?

5. What is the voiced pair to the sound /t/?

Used with permission from Dr. Stephanie Stollar, 
Reading Science Academy



Sound Warm-Up Activity

Stops

Nasals

Fricatives Glides

LiquidsAffricates



Review: What is a sound-spelling wall?

Sound-Spelling Walls are… Sound-Spelling Walls are NOT…



Review: What is a sound-spelling wall?

Sound-Spelling Walls are… Sound-Spelling Walls are NOT…

An instructional tool Classroom wallpaper

Arranged by speech sounds Only about speech

Help students connect phonemes to 
graphemes

Print-to-Speech

Used to introduce new sounds and 
spelling patterns

Not a wall where you place all your 
word wall words

Used for targeted error correction Static, sound-spelling walls are 
dynamic



Review: How to Build the Wall
Folder Activity



Vowel Sounds of The English Language

ē

ā
Ə

ou

oi

ĕ
ă

Ī
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ĭ

er
ar

ŭ

yū

aw
ō

oo

ū

or
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/p/
/b/

/t/
/d/

/k/
/g/

/m/ /n/ /ng/

/f/
/v/

/th/
/th/

/s/
/z/

/sh/
/zh/

/h/

/ch/
 /j/

/y/
/wh/
 /w/

/r//l/

Consonant Sounds of The English Language



Using a Sound-Spelling Wall
Daily Review



Using a Sound-Spelling Wall
Introduce a new phoneme/grapheme

● Review 
● State the objective
● Explicitly teach the new phoneme (phonemes are sounds and 

articulatory gestures) with mirrors
● Say words with the phoneme in different positions while looking in the 

mirror
● Thumbs up/thumbs down
● Introduce the new grapheme keyword card
● Writing instruction

○ I do
○ We do 
○ You do

Transfer to text lesson continued… (PGM, decodable text, dictation…)



Using a Sound-Spelling Wall

Used with 
permission from 
Dr. Mary 
Dahlgren



Using a Sound-Spelling Wall
Targeted Error Correction



Targeted Error Correction: Phonological

lup (lump)

fin (thin)

vish (fish)



Targeted Error Correction

tank(thank)

sap (snap)

Joclate (chocolate)



Targeted Error Correction: Phonological

flig (fling)

brover (brother)

sbin (spin)



Targeted Error Correction: Other Common Errors

jress (dress)

chruk (truck)

nachur (nature)



Targeted Error Correction: Other Common Errors

What Word?

jragn

chrip

ejucate



Targeted Error Correction: Orthographic



Targeted Error Correction: Orthographic

pak (pack)



Targeted Error Correction: Vowels phonemes

ben (bin)



Targeted Error Correction: Orthography



Targeted Error Correction: Orthography

spoyl (spoil)



Targeted Error Correction: Orthography



Title

Text

Resources
The Kastner Collection:Sound-Spelling Walls 

Reading League Event - September 2018 - SOUND WALLS - Dawn Durham

Tools4Reading



References

Boyer, N. & Ehri, L. C. (2011). Contribution of phonemic segmentation instruction with letters and articulation pictures 
to word reading and spelling in beginners. Scientific Studies of Reading, 15(5), 440–470.

Castiglioni-Spalten, M. L., & Ehri, L. C. (2003). Phonemic awareness instruction: Contribution of articulatory 
segmentation to novice beginners’ reading and spelling. Scientific Studies of Reading, 7(1), 25–52. 
https://doi-org.msj.idm.oclc.org/10.1207/S1532799XSSR0701_03

Dahlgren, M. (2022, March 4). Sound walls: What is it all about? [Conference session]. Pennsylvania Department of 
Education Conference Annual Conference 2022, Hershey, PA, United States.

Fry, E. (2004). Phonics: A large phoneme-grapheme frequency count revisited. Journal of Literacy Research, 36, 
85-98.

Hanna, P.R., Hanna, J.S., Hodges, R.E., & Rudorf, E.H. (1996). Phoneme-grapheme correspondences as cues to 
spelling improvement. U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.

Moats, L. C. (2020). Speech to print: Language essentials for teachers (3rd ed.). Paul H. Brookes.

Stollar, S. (2021). Move from a word wall to a sound wall. Reading Science Academy. 
https://www.readingscienceacademy.com/sound-walls-1

https://doi-org.msj.idm.oclc.org/10.1207/S1532799XSSR0701_03
https://www.readingscienceacademy.com/sound-walls-1


Title

Text

Presentation Evaluation
Thank You for attending this presentation. 
We welcome your feedback on the 
evaluation form.

https://bit.ly/SoundWalls2022

https://bit.ly/SoundWalls2022

