
Mount St. Joseph University



Mount St. Joseph University



Mount St. Joseph University

  

Speech Language Pathologist

Teacher of Speech-Hearing 
Handicapped

Literacy Coach

MSJ Trailblazer Doctoral Student



Mount St. Joseph University

Learning Objectives
● Participants will learn the theoretical 

Connections of Oral Language and Reading

● Participants will understand the evidenced 
based research connecting oral language and 
literacy

● Participants will gain hands-on experience 
facilitating oral language in the emergent 
reader
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Agenda
● Theoretical Evidence

● What the Research 
Suggests?

● Research to Practice

● Closing 
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          The connections and strong links between oral language 
and literacy achievement has been referred to as the 
“speech to print” continuum of development, 
acknowledging the link between  foundational skills of 
oral language and written text“

Terrel & Watson, 2018 
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-Bloom & Lahey, 1978
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What the Research Suggests 
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    National Early Literacy Panel

 

● Alphabetic Knowledge
● Phonological Awareness
● RAN (letters and Numbers)
● RAN (objects)
● Writing (of their name)
● Phonological Memory
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NELP: Secondary Skills

• Knowledge of Print Conventions
• Print Knowledge
• Reading Readiness

Oral Language
• Visual Processing
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“Despite abundant evidence that skills in 
phonological awareness is important for 
learning to read, the precise nature of the 
oral language-reading connection remains 
underspecified”

-Roth et al, 2002



Mount St. Joseph University

   



Mount St. Joseph University

 
 

 

  N
arra

tiv
e 

Disc
ourse

 

Structural

Language
 

Metalinguistics 

 Background 



Mount St. Joseph University

  N
arra

tiv
e 

Disc
ourse

StructuralLanguage

 

Metalinguistics 
Background 

Oral V
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Breadth and 

Depth

 Increased 
Exposure to 
Print

  Strong 
Home-Community-
School Connection
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Research to Practice: Classroom Connection

●
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● Dialogic Reading

● Cognitively Challenging 
Questions

● Language Play
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Dialogic Reading 

● Form of Shared 
Reading

● Read & Question

● Adult comments, 
questions, praises, 
expands or provides 
repetition

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wH3AWoenTBg
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Cognitively Challenging Questions 
Level IV: Problem
                Solving

Level I:  Concrete 
Labels

Level II: Describing      
and Recalling

Level III: Inferring, 
Summarizing, and 
Defining

Massey, 2004
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Language Play

● Alliteration

● Phonemic 
Awareness

● Expressive 
Language Play

●
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Classroom Connection: Activity 

Groups: 

Materials:
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Activity :
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5-10 Minutes
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Collaborate & Converse 
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“What is our role as researchers in 
creating the networks to allow communities 

to help their children/ Waiting for these 
children to show up in our schools and then 
providing extensive prevention services may 

result in missed opportunities for truly 
effective early intervention”.                                  

Washington, 2001


