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Reading is a multifaceted skill, gradually acquired over years of instruction and practice.
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LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

WORD RECOGNITION
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The Cognitive Model

How ya’ feelin’?
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The Cognitive Model

The Cognitive Model ‐ Reading
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A goal without a 
plan is just a 
wish…
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Subtypes of Reading Difficulty

The Cognitive Model ‐ Reading
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In practice…
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The Cognitive Model ‐ Reading
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The Cognitive Model ‐ Reading
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In practice…

The Cognitive Model ‐ Reading
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So, you’ve just gathered lots of 
information…

What can you say? …
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What is the primary keystone skill 
barrier to reading comprehension?

So what and how do we teach?

Research tells us a lot

Strategy/Intervention Effect Size

Phonemic Awareness Instruction .86

Phonics instruction .52, .54, .60

Repeated Reading; Great Leaps Reading Program plus 
Phonemic Awareness

.67, 1.59

Syllable Chunking Strategies with Corrective Feedback 1.40, 1.14, 1.14

Vocabulary Instruction .67

Computer-based Literacy Instruction (mental models, 
spelling, timed reading)

1.00

Explicit Instruction 1.22

Main idea strategy instruction (prompts, self-monitoring) 2.23, 2.57, 1.84

Reciprocal teaching plus cooperative learning 1.42
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Dr. Wendy Strickler

Assistant Professor of Reading Science

Director of Teacher Advancement

Mount Saint Joseph University

Wendy.strickler@msj.edu


