Unit 3: North America
Knowledge Building Targets
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

The Earth is our Planet
Maps & Globes
Continents
North America is our Continent
Main countries of N. America: USA,
Canada, Mexico
Animals of North America & Where
they Live: Forest, Farm, Desert
Amphibians: Frogs & Salamanders
Life Cycle—Frog & Salamander
Scientists & What they Do
Science Tools: Microscope,
Magnifying glass, Binoculars, Fossils
& Rocks

Early Literacy Skills
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

❖
❖
❖
❖

Alphabet Letter Names & Sounds
Name Recognition
Phonemic awareness
Print/Book Skills: title, author,
directionality
Listening Comprehension
Answering key questions (focus on
Who, When, What questions)
Memory for events
Retelling
Sequencing of events
Fiction vs. Nonfiction
Knowledge of Common Stories:
Writing Skills: Prewriting strokes, Letter
formation, Shared writing

Oral Language Skill Targets
❖ Answering questions
❖ Stating an opinion
❖ Basic Vocabulary—prepositions, basic
directional words
❖ Academic Vocabulary- continent, Earth, N.

America, globe, map, etc.
❖ Story Vocabulary: author, illustrator, title,
Character-Who, Setting--Where
❖ Length of sentences
❖ Extended decontextualized accounts,
explanations, and narratives
❖ Retelling/Summarizing

Math Skills
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

❖
❖
❖

❖

Shapes
Directional words
Small Number Recognition without Counting
Counting
Number Recognition
More Than, Less Than, Equal To
Number-after knowledge
Number comparisons
Number-after equals one more
Addition
Subtraction
Categories: Sizes
Patterns
Story Problems
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Unit 3: North America Overview
Overview of Part 1—Maps & Globes; Continent of North America; Countries & People of N. America -USA, Canada,
Mexico
Book 1
Book 2
Book 3
Book 4
Book 5
Book 6
Book 7
Book: Me on
Book: N. America Book: Ten on
Book:
Book: Let’s
Book: Fry
Book: Let’s
the Map
the Sled
Mapping Sam
Look at the
Bread
Look at Canada
USA
*Maps & Globes
Activity area
introduced
Book 8
Books: Let’s
Look at Mexico

Book 9
Books: Off We
Go To Mexico

Overview of Part 2— Scientist study nature, Animals & Habitats of North America: Forest, Farm, & Desert Habitats
Book 10
Book 11
Book 12
Book 13
Book 14
Book 15
Book 16
Book: What is
Book: Bear
Book: Counting Book: The
Book:
Book: Big
Book: Way Out in the
Science?
Snores On
Crocodiles
Mitten
Farming
Red Barn
Desert
*Nature Center is
And A Visit to
*Animal Habitat
Introduced
the Farm
Activity

Overview of Part 3—Animals of North America: Amphibians
Book 17
Book 18
Book 19
Books:
Books: See How They
Book: The Salamander Room
About
Grow-Frog
Amphibians

Book 20
Book: Tad

Wordless Books—N. America
A boy, a dog, and a frog with sequencing activity.
Frog on his own with book discussion activity.
One frog too many with discussion (characters)
Gem with discussion (comprehension)
New Center Materials
Maps & Globes Activity Area
WEEK 1
Interactive globe, globe, world
map, map of USA
Books about maps, globes, N.
America

Dramatic Play—Nature Center
WEEK 2
Science tools, simple
experiments, nature activities,
bird watcher costume
Reference books on animals &
Field Guides—see Nature Center

Library—North America Books
N. America Book Basket—See Book
Suggestions on page 7.
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Material List for Unit 3- North America
Whole Group Reading
Books
North America by Mary Lindeen
Let’s Look at the USA by Joy Frisch-Schmoll
Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story by Kevin Noble Maillard (hardcover)
Let’s Look at Canada by Joy Frisch-Schmoll
Let’s Look at Mexico by A.M. Reynolds
Ten on the Sled by Kim Norman
Mapping Sam
Off We Go to Mexico! An Adventure in the Sun by Laurie Krebs & Chris Corr
What is Science? by Rebecca Dotlich
Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson (hardcover)
Counting Crocodiles by Judy Sierra
The Mitten by Jan Brett (hardcover)
Way Out in the Desert by Jennifer Ward & T.J. Marsh (hardcover)
Big Red Barn by Margaret Wise Brown (hardcover)
Farming by Gail Gibbons
A Visit to a Farm by D.M. Rice
About Amphibians by Cathryn Sill
See How they Grow: Frogs by DK
The Salamander Room by Anne Mazer
Tad by Benji Davies (hardcover)
Total Circle Time Book Cost
Wordless Books
Wordless Books, Math Books, Shapes, Terrific Tales
A Boy, A Dog, and A Frog by Mercer Mayer
Frog on His Own by Mercer Mayer
One Frog Too Many by Mercer Mayer
GEM by Holly Hobbie
Manipulatives
Set of small forest animals
Set of small crocodiles
Total Cost of Small Group Books & Manipulatives

Cost
$9.99
$6.95
$15.95
$6.95
$6.95
$14.99
$16.99
$16.64
$8.99
$11.95
$7.59
$15.29
$15.95
$9.10
$11.95
$6.29
$7.95
$3.92
$7.07
$15.50
$208.15

$4.99
$4.99
$4.99
$16.99
$9.99
$11.50
$53.45

Total Cost for Unit 3 (without Centers) = $261.42
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Centers – Costs Vary Depending on What Materials are Available/Made
Map Center
Interactive Globe
Preschool Globe
Map of the world & Map of USA
Map puzzles
Science Nature Center
Science Tools—binoculars, tweezers, microscope
Dress Up Materials—scientist, naturalists
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Additional Books
Additional Preschool Books About Maps, Globes, and North America
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

We can Use a Map by R.J. Macready
Looking at Maps & Globes by Rebecca Olien (Scholastic)
North America by Rebecca Hirsch (Scholastic)
North America by Madeline Donaldson
Let’s Explore North America: Most Famous Attractions in North America by Speedy Publishing
Help the Animals of North America by Robert Sabuda
The Animals of North America by Amie Jan Leavitt
Hello, National Parks! By Martha Day Zschock
All Aboard! National Parks by Kevin & Haily Meyers
How to Make a Cherry Pie and See the U.S.A by Marjorie Priceman
Carson Crosses Canada by Kass Reich
Mapping Sam by Joyce Hesselberth

North America Preschool Books for Book Basket in Library
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Forest Adventure by Tony Mitton
Mountain Night Mountain Day by Anthony Fredericks
Babies on the Farm by Rachelle Nelson
On the Farm by David Elliott
A Frog in the Bog by Karma Wilson
Frog in a Bog by John Himmelman
Some Babies are Wild by Marion Dan Bauer
Lizard from the Park by Mark Pett
A Gift from Abuela by Cecilia Ruiz
Baby Rattlesnake by Te Ata
Desert Night Desert Day by Anthony Fredericks
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Unit 3: North America: Maps & Globes Activity Area

Purpose: Let children explore globe and maps through books and activities.
Materials: Map, Interactive globe with removable continents, classroom maps of USA &
World, small map of world, basket of preschool books, puzzles, materials to make maps, etc.
How it Works:
❖ Find a place in the classroom where you can set up a maps and globes activity area and explain how
they can use this area to learn more about the world.
❖ For this unit, add books about North America in addition to the maps books. As you do later units on
other continents add additional books and activities.
Possible Activities
❖ Interactive Globe
❖ Small maps that can be explored (especially of places they have been or know: map of the school, map
from a recent field trip)
❖ Puzzle of the world
❖ Coloring work and crayons—color a map of the world
❖ After they have mapped the classroom, are there other places they can map: their room at home, another
room in the school.

Map Center with Map the Classroom Activity in progress

Copyright © Dr. Amy Murdoch, 2019
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Outline of Circle Time with Follow up Small Group - 1, 2, 3, Shared Story Routine
Whole Group Circle Time—Basic Outline
1. Gathering Together (2 min): Gathering Song (see Music) or ABC Song to call students to circle.
2. Language Time! (3 min) – Nursery Rhyme, Finger Play, Song, Poem
3. Learning New Things (10 min)
a. Topic discussion for week 1: Showing Kindness to our Friends & Community
b. Story & Discussion Using 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
c. Included periodically: Shared Writing Experience
4. Highlight Center Where You Can Learn More
Second Read of Circle Time Story – Basic Outline
1. Story & Discussion, 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine (Small Group)
2. Follow Up Activity or Craft
The 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine – Read Two Times
1st Read – Focus on Listening to the Story—Whole Group Story Time
1. Before:
1. Introduce the topic
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement.
3. Point out title, author, & illustrator.
2. During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements: characters,
setting, the problem, etc.
3. After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic.
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
2nd Read – Discuss Together & Activity
1. Before:
1. Ask the children if they can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind
them.
2. Point out the title, author, & illustrator.
3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your ideas!

2. During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they might be thinking.
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
3. After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem. 9
Ask Murdoch,
a few questions
Copyright © Dr.2.Amy
2019 about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
3. Complete follow up activity
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3. Do a follow up activity.

Shared Writing Experience - Basic Outline
Exposing children to print at an early age is helpful in many aspects of learning to read. The Shared Writing
Routine is done across a number of books (not all) in each Unit at least once a week.
Goals of the Shared Writing experience:
• Meaningful exposure of children to print, helping them understand that print carries meaning,
• Demonstration of the process of transcribing speech to print,
• Highlighting of specific letter-sound relationships and conventions of writing.
When planning Shared Writing experiences, make sure to keep the following in mind:
1. Facilitate the production of a topical message that is reflective of your current Project Ready! theme.
Make sure this message incorporates target vocabulary and current theme.
2. Keep sentences constructed short (5-7 words) and the total text brief (2-4 sentences).
3. When gathering input from children regarding the written message construction, “recast” the messages
to ensure that they are clear and reflect content from the theme. This “recasting” requires restating
students’ input into clear and grammatically standard statements.
You can use this Shared Writing Preparation Template to prepare for a shared writing experience:
1. Topic of Message: (to be reflected in the first and last sentence):
Plan your topic sentence or the topic that you will communicate in the first sentence.

Vocabulary word(s) to include:
Include a word or words that have been highlighted in the 1, 2, 3 Shared Reading Routine.

Specific letter(s) or conventions to highlight:
This could include attention to spaces between words, directionality, punctuation, capital letters, and sentence types.
2. Plan your sentences. Often you will follow this pattern:
Topic Detail Detail Detail Concluding

The Shared Writing Routine utilizes these three steps repeatedly for each sentence written together:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence,
highlighting the vocabulary and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
There are four different types of writing highlighted across the curriculum
1. Tell a Story
2. Express Ideas
3. Share Information
4. Discuss & Respond to Questions
With most writing teachers should facilitate the development of a paragraph structure including an introductory
(topic) sentence, followed by details, and finished with a “wrap up” (concluding) sentence. By continually
modeling the basic paragraph structure, a foundation for this type of organization within children’s writing is
established.
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North America, Part 1 – Maps & Globes
Book 1: Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney
Materials Needed: Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney, classroom maps of the
world & the USA, globe
Language Time:
Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

And they all belong to
me,
point to self

I can make them do
thingsWould you like to see?
I can shut them up
tight
make fists

I can open them wide
open hands

I can put them together
palms together

I can make them all
hide
behind back

I can make them jump
high
over head

I can make them jump
low
touch floor

I can fold them up
quietly
fold hands in lap

And hold them just so.

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Notes on Book: This book introduces children to the idea that maps represent our
world, country, neighborhood and even room. It kicks off our study of geography in
general and may be a good book to come back to as you introduce other continents
later in the curriculum.
Key Vocabulary:

Map, Globe, Continent, North America, Country
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
Across the year we will be exploring different parts of the world. Show them the
globe. This is our planet Earth. We live on the Earth, and this globe is a small model
of the Earth. Earth is made up of many interesting places and we are going to explore
those places. Today we are going to read a book about how globes and maps work.
Then, later, we are going to make a map of our classroom.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
We are going to read this book about maps. A map is a picture that helps to explain
where things are.
3. Point out the title and author
Me on the Map is the title of this story. The author of this story is Joan Sweeney.
Remember, the author is the person who writes the story.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
- pg. 3 Look! I see a green couch in her room, and I see the green couch on her
map in the same place next to her bed.
- pg. 7 I can see the river running through the middle of her town, and I also see
the river running through the middle of the map of the town.
- pg. 14 We live on the continent North America. Here it is on the map! I can see
our country, the United States of America, right here! (point to the US on the
map)
- Note: Say the names of where your students live
Our town/city = (Cincinnati), Our State = (Ohio), Our Country= (The United
States of America), Our Continent= (North America), Our Planet= (Earth)
11
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- Note: Use your globe and a map to provide a visual This is a globe, and this is a
map. What shape is the globe? Yes, a globe is a circle (or sphere). It is
different from a map because a map is flat, but they both show us a picture of
our Earth.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary to point out while reading:

Map- a picture that explains where things are
Globe- a model of the earth
Continent- 7 large land areas on earth
North America- one of the 7 continents. We live here.
Country- Each continent is broken into smaller areas called countries. We live in the
United States of America
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a
sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Did you see a map in the
story that showed where she lived (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Tell me one
thing you learned in this story. One thing I learned in this story is...
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What did the girl draw a map of? (her room, neighborhood)
b. What is this called? (point to the globe and show the picture of the Earth in
the book and how it can be “unwrapped” to make a map of the world)
c. Can you point to Ohio on this map? Point out the map of the USA and note
where you live. Ohio is our state.
d. The setting of the story is where the story takes place. Can you raise your
hand and tell me one place from the story? One place in the story is…. (her
room, her street, etc.).
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the
topic (2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. Please raise your hand and tell me what a map is.
b. What shape is a globe?
c. We live on the continent called North _________.
d. Is a globe a model of the Earth? Yes!

12
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North America, Part 1 – Maps & Globes
Book 1: Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney
Re-Read & Activity – Mapping the Classroom
Materials: book, small, white poster board, colored paper cut in different shapes to represent
places in the classroom, crayons. * Set-up materials in the writing center to display group maps
and for children to make their own maps to take home

1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine Re-Read Activity for this Book
Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
Who remembers what this story is about? Show the cover of the book to remind them. Yes, this story is all
about where the girl lives. In the beginning of the story, she makes a map of her room, then she shows us a
map of her town, country, continent, and the Earth!
2. Point out title, author & illustrator.
The title, or name, of this story is Me on the Map. Joan Sweeney is the author. Can anyone tell me what the
author of the story does? Yes! The author writes the story. The illustrator, or the person who drew the pictures
in this story, is Qin Leng.
3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story.
We are going to read this book again to learn more about maps. So be ready to share your ideas! After we
read, we will be talking about different parts of the story, so be ready to share! When we are finished reading
we will make a map of our classroom.
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask a few questions. You want to leave most of the time for the activity.
a. What is a map?
b. What country do we live in?

3. Reinforce/highlight key vocabulary. As these words come up, give a brief child friendly definition. If time
allows, have the children repeat the word and possibly the definition. Reinforce vocabulary across the day/week.
Key Vocabulary to point out while reading:

Map- a picture that explains where things are
Globe- a model of the earth
Continent- 7 large land areas on earth
North America- one of the 7 continents. We live here.
Country- Each continent is broken into smaller areas called countries. We live in the United States of America
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Did you see a map in the story that showed where she lived
(thumbs up/thumbs down)? Tell me one thing you learned in this story. One thing I learned in this story is...
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2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. Discuss the Setting- The setting of the story is where the story takes place. One place in this story
was her room. Can you raise your hand and tell me one place, one setting, in this story? One place in
the story is…. (her street, etc.)
b. Review *2-3 Key Vocabulary Words. Map vs. Globe--Show them the map and the globe and explain
that both are models of where things are on our planet earth. Where the continents are and where the
oceans are (pointing). Our planet earth is round like this globe (hold up globe), a map is flat (point
to map). If we took the globe and flattened it out, it would be a map. They both show us where the 7
continents are. Let’s find our continent. What is it called? Yes, North America is right here? I am
going to point to the map and the globe and you say the name when I point. What is this? (point to
map) What is this called? (point to globe) do this a few times.
Key Vocabulary:

*Map- a picture that explains where things are
*Globe- a model of the earth that shows where things are
Continent- 7 large land areas on earth
North America- one of the 7 continents. We live here.
3. Complete the follow up activity (have a white board or poster paper ready to make a list)
It’s time to make a map of our classroom! Let’s look back at the girl’s room (show the page from the
book). Do you notice how every big item in her room is also on her map in the same place? Look
around our classroom. What items in our classroom do we need to put on our map? Please raise your
hand to share you answer, and I’ll write them on the list. Make a list of items with the students (using
simple drawings to represent furniture). You may need to discuss how not EVERYTHING is included on
a map, like personal items, pencils, etc.
Key areas to map: teacher’s desk, student tables, library, center areas, group tables, etc.
a. Using the colored shapes of paper, decide what shape will represent each area of the classroom What
shape should we use to represent my desk? Does my desk look more like a circle or a rectangle?
Hold up the shapes while asking the question. Compare your desk to the paper shapes.
*Continue this process with the other classroom items until you have chosen a color and shape for each item.
b. Label the items and place it on the paper where it should go as you decide what should represent
what area—e.g. The pink rectangle should be the teacher’s desk, and it would go in this corner. Then,
before you secure them to the paper assign different children the job of decorating that item and them
putting it in its spot with tape.

c.

In the maps & globes center: Display the group maps and have materials where children can create
their own map of the classroom to take home. Have crayons, shapes of paper, glue sticks, and
pencils.
14
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N. America, Part 1 – Continent of North America
Book 2: North America by Mary Lindeen
Materials: book, globe, map

Language Time:

Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

And they all belong to
me,
point to self

I can make them do
thingsWould you like to see?
I can shut them up tight
make fists

I can open them wide
open hands

I can put them together
palms together

Learning New Things- 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine

Book: North America by Mary Lindeen
Notes on Book: This book is non-fiction and a short read. It introduces the topic
of continents in general and North America specifically.
Key Vocabulary: *use the map or globe to provide visual examples
North America, Continent, Country, Island
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic.
Yesterday we talked about exploring different parts of the world. Show the
globe & map of the world. The Earth is made up of 7 big parts of land called
continents. Have them clap the syllables in continents. Let’s clap that big word
to help us remember, con-tin-ents. We are going to start our exploration of the
world with learning all about North America, (clap again), that is the continent
we live on. Point it out on the globe and map.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement.
We live on the continent called North America. North America is an exciting
place to live because it has lots of different types of weather, interesting
animals, and exciting landscapes like mountains and grasslands.

I can make them all hide
behind back

I can make them jump
high
over head

3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.
The title of the book is North America, and the author is Mary Lindeen. There
is no illustrator for this story because they use real pictures throughout the
book!

I can make them jump low During:
1. Read the book with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the
touch floor
full story.
I can fold them up
quietly
2. Model Thinking Aloud
fold hands in lap

And hold them just so.

On p.5 Our country is the United States of America, and there are 3 other
countries in North America. Can someone raise their hand and tell me one
other country that is in North America?
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3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, story elements:
characters, setting, problem, etc.
a. Clap the word continent (con-tin-ent) when it comes up to help them
remember it.
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary:
North America- One of 7 the continents. We live here.
Continent- 7 large land areas on earth
Country- Each continent has many countries. We live in the United
States of America.
Island- areas of land surrounded by water
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a
sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike
this book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
- Where are some places you can visit in North America? (show pictures as
needed: desert, farm, forest, city)
- What are the countries in North America? (show the map in the book and
help with country names).
- What country do we live in? Provide prompts as needed
We live in the United States of America. We will read books about countries
in North America later this week.
3. Review the vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of
the topic We are learning about North America. Let’s review some of things
we have learned!
Key Vocabulary Questions
1. North America is one of the ____________ (continents). We live here.
2. There are 7 _____________ (continents) on Earth.
3. Each continent has many ___________ (countries). We live in the
United States of America.
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N. America, Part 1 – Continent of North America
Book 3: Ten on the Sled by Mary Kim Norman

Math

Materials: Book

Language Time:
Ten Fingers A
finger play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands,
fingers spread

And they all
belong to me,
point to self

I can make them
do thingsWould you like to
see?
I can shut them up
tight
make fists

I can open them
wide
open hands

I can put them
together

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This book practices counting down from ten to one and has rhyming
throughout.
Key Vocabulary: slicker, guided, whirled, under, wiped out
Animals: caribou, hare, seal, sheep, walrus, fox, squirrel, wolf, moose, bear
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic.
We have been learning about North America. In the story we are reading today, we will
meet ten animals that live in North America.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement.

Look at the cover. What are the animals doing? Yes, they are riding on a sled! It looks
like they are having so much fun! Do you recognize any of the animals? Please raise
your hand if you’d like to tell me the name of an animal you see on the cover of our
book.
3. Point out title, author, and illustrator

The title of our story is Ten on the Sled. It was written by Kim Norman and illustrated
by Liza Woodruff. Who remembers what the author of a story does? The author writes
the story. The illustrator draws the pictures.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full story.

palms together

I can make them
all hide
behind back

I can make them
jump high
over head

I can make them
jump low
touch floor

I can fold them up
quietly

2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. The seal falls out: Oh no! The seal fell out of the sled. There were ten animals on
the sled, but now there are nine because the seal fell out.
b. The walrus whirled out: The walrus is whirling, or spinning off the sled. I hope he’s
okay!
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements: characters,
setting, the problem, etc.
a. The setting of the story is where a story takes place. This story takes place in the
forest. We also know that this story takes place during winter because there is a lot
of snow and the animals are wearing hats and scarves to keep warm.
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
17
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fold hands in lap

And hold them just
so.

Key Vocabulary
Slicker- more slippery.
Gliding- moving smoothly
Whirled- to spin around and around fast.
Under- below
Wiped out- To fall down hard.
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book? I liked this book because….
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What activity were the animals doing in the story? (sledding)
b. How many animals were on the sled in the beginning of the story? (10 animals)
c. What was your favorite animal? Why? My favorite animal was….because…
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic.
We have been learning about the continent, North America. In this book we met some
animals that live in North America. Please raise your hand and tell me the name of one
animal we met in this story. (Animal names: caribou, hare, seal, sheep, walrus, fox,
squirrel, wolf, moose, bear)
a. In the story, the walrus whirled out of the sled. Can someone show me a
whirl?(spinning)
b. What was this story about? (Animals riding on a sled)
c. What happens to the animals as they go down the hill? (They fall off one by one)
d. Which animal stayed on the sled the whole time? (The caribou)
e. Do a simple guided retell. Focus on the beginning, middle, and end. Now I am
going to tell the story again and I want you to help me with some of the words.
Pause before the underlined word so the children can provide it. If they can’t, say
the word then reread that sentence pausing again at the underlined word.
First there was one animal on the sled, but soon there were ten. Then, the animals fell
off the sled one by one. Last the animals all got back on the sled for one more ride.
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N. America, Part 1 – Continent of North America
Book 3: Ten on the Sled by Mary Kim Norman

Math

Re-Read & Activity – Math Activities
Materials: book, forest animal manipulatives, math activity cards (see end of
Unit) and other math materials as needed.
Before:
1. Ask if they can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
We have already read this story. Look at the cover of the story; can anyone raise their hand and tell
me what happened in the story?
2. Point out title & author –ask if anyone can tell you what the author does.
The title of this story is Ten on the Sled. The author of the story is Kim Norman. Who can raise their
hand and tell me what the author of the story does? Yes, the author writes the story.
3. Tell them this time we are going to read and discuss the story so be ready to share your ideas!
Now, we are going to read the story again. Pay close attention to what happens in the story!
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask Questions
a. (First page) What are the animals doing?
b. How many animals are on the sled?
c. Oh no! The walrus whirled out! How many animals are left on the sled?
d. What does that mean, slicker? Does slicker snow make them go faster or slower?
e. What does gliding mean? Is the sled ride smooth or bumpy?
f. What happened to wolf? Is he on the sled anymore?
After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down? Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this story? Why did you like this story? I liked this story because…
2. Discussion Questions
a. Who was this story about?
b. What were the animals doing?
c. How many animals were on the sled at the end of the story?
d. Math Story Problem: In this story, the animals fell off the sled! Do you remember that? If there
were 5 animals (hold up five fingers) on the sled and 1 fell off (put down one finger), how many
animals are still on the sled? Let’s see if we can figure that out together. I’m going to read it again and
I want you to listen and help me count. (Read the problem again, emphasizing modeling with your
fingers. After putting one finger down say) Look, this many animals are still on the sled. Help me
count. 1,2,3,4. (wiggle each finger as you count) There are four animals still on the sled!
3. Do one of the math activities for this book (see North America Unit Materials). Do multiple math
activities across the unit.
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N. America, Part 1 – Continent of North America
Book 3: Ten on the Sled
Tell a Story

Shared Writing
Materials: Book along with white board or chalkboard to create shared writing
Shared Writing Routine:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence, highlighting the
vocabulary and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
Shared Writing Preparation Template: Tell A Story
Gist of the Story:
This book tells a story about animal friends sledding together. It follows a classic story pattern including
problem/solution. However, there are not multiple events detailing how the main character (the caribou/reindeer) solves
the problem (as is typical in a story structure). Instead, there are a sequence of mishaps/problems as, one by one, the
animals fall off of the sled. Your retell can reflect the following beginning/middle/end pattern:
1. Topic sentence with main event.
2. Details reflecting how the characters are having mishap after mishap as they fall off the sled.
3. Resolution. (The animals leap back on for “a little more fun.”)
This writing will summarize the story in Ten on the Sled and so should reflect the sequence of events that caused the
problem and then the solution.
Vocabulary word(s) to include –choose a couple (you won’t be able to include all):

Key Vocabulary: slicker, guided, whirled, under, wiped out
Animals: reindeer, caribou, hare, seal, sheep, walrus, fox, squirrel, wolf, moose, bear
Specific letter(s) or conventions to highlight:
Punctuation, capital letters, letter formation
Plan your sentences: Your sentences should follow the classic story pattern:
Topic – Ten animal friends gathered on a sled for a ride. (Here you can talk about this many animals on one
sled might be a problem.)
Detail – First the seal spilled out.
Detail –Then hare, sheep, walrus, fox, squirrel, wolf, moose, bear fell out.
Detail –So the Caribou (reindeer) was cold and lonely.
Concluding – The animals all jumped back in for another ride.
STEPS IN THE PROCESS:

1. Discuss the book and vocabulary: We read a story called Ten on the Sled. It was written by Kim Norman and
illustrated by Liza Woodruff. In this story animals of North America went sledding all together. But this story
had a problem. What was happening one by one to the animals? (Guide students to talk about how one by one
the animal friends were separated from their friends on the sled.) Now that we have talked about, Ten on the
Sled, we are going to retell it with our writing.
2. Write Topic Sentence:
Plan: Let’s write! Stories have a beginning, a middle and an end. In the beginning of this story, animal friends
from North America decide to take a sled ride together. Let’s think of a sentence about that, I’ll start it…The
animal friends decided to ___________. Yes! …decided to ride a sled all together!
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Write: Write the chosen sentence in view of students and “think aloud” as you write:
I am starting my sentence so I will begin with a capital letter. As I write each word I make sure to leave a
space between each of my words. I have finished my sentence so now I will add a period to show that my
sentence is done.
The animal friends decided to ride a sled all together.
Read aloud, pointing to each word. Read a second time asking students to “read” with you.
The animal friends decided to ride a sled all together.
3. Write detail sentences:
Plan: Gather input from students for the detail sentences: Now that we have written our first important sentence
let’s think about what else we can say. We wrote, “The animal friends decided to ride a sled all together.” We
wrote about what happened at the beginning of the story. Now let’s write about what happened in the middle of
the story. I will write the first part of the sentence and you help write the end of the sentence. With this writing
you will write the beginning of the sentence and your students will write the end (where the action is stated).
Write: First the seal _______. Ask students for suggestions to finish your sentence. They may need a bit of
guidance or some discussion. Possible answers could include: fell out, spilled out, etc.
First, the seal fell out of the sled.
Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking students to “read” with you.
First, the seal fell out of the sled.
*Continue to discuss and create two more detail sentences that share how the other animals fell out
one by one leaving the caribou cold and lonely. Examples of possible detail sentences:
One by one the other animals fell out.
Only the sad caribou was left alone in the sled.
4. Write Concluding Sentence:
Plan: You have done a great job thinking and writing about what the animals did. Now we need to think about
the end of the story. What happened at the end? At the end of a story we feel good because we know that a
problem is solved and everything is okay. The caribou (or reindeer) was no longer cold and sad. Let’s write
about the end of the story. I’ll start it, “Then the other animals leaped on again and
____________________! That is right, let’s write that.
Write: Great, let’s write that: Then the other animals leaped on again and they all had a fun ride
together!
Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking students to “read” with you. Then the other
animals leaped on again and they all had a fun ride together!
Read Finished Writing Together: To finish, read the paragraph together pointing to each word. Keep the writing
posted and in view of students, returning to it and reading together when possible. Let’s read our story together”
The animal friends decided to ride a sled all together. First the seal fell out of the sled. One by one the other
animals fell out. Only the sad caribou was left alone in the sled. Then the other animals leaped on again and they
all had a fun ride together!
Please keep the paragraph posted and return to it from time to time
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N. America, Part 1 – Countries & People of N. America
Book 4: Mapping Sam by Joyce Hesselberth (Challenge Book)

Materials: Mapping Sam, Map
Language Time:
Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This book is a challenge book that gives more examples of how we
can use maps. This story follow Sam, the cat, as he maps his adventures around his
neighborhood.
Key Vocabulary: Map, Earth, planets, solar system, navigate, compass rose

Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
point to self
Across the year we will be exploring different parts of the world. Show them the
I can make them do
globe. This is our planet Earth. We live on the Earth, and this globe is a small
thingsmodel of the Earth. Earth is made up of many interesting places and we are going
Would you like to see?
to explore those places. Today we are going to read a book about how maps work.
And they all belong to
me,

I can shut them up
tight
make fists

I can open them wide
open hands

I can put them
together
palms together

I can make them all
hide
behind back

I can make them jump
high
over head

I can make them jump
low
touch floor

I can fold them up
quietly
fold hands in lap

And hold them just so.

2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
We are going to read this book about maps. A map is a picture that explains where
things are.
3. Point out the title and author
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full story
2. Model Thinking Aloud – Point out different maps
a. First Map: Look! I see Sam’s house, the wet grass, and her favorite tree. This
map shows all of the places Sam went. Point out the compass and directions,
along with the scale (size). The compass rose shows me what direction Sam is
heading. The scale of the map shows how sizes or distances on the map
compare to the real world.
b. Map of Sam This is a different kind of map. It shows me what Sam’s body is
made of. Point out a few items and briefly discuss them with students.
c. Water molecule This is a map of a water molecule. We can’t see water
molecules because they are SO tiny! This map shows us something we wouldn’t
normally be able to see.
3. Draw children’s attention to key vocabulary: Provide a brief student friendly
definition as the word comes up in the story.
Key Vocabulary

Map- a picture the explains where things are
Earth- the planet that we live on
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Planets- sphere-shaped objects that move around a star (show globe talk about
how it is a model of a planet)
Solar system- 8 planets that orbit, or move around, our sun
Navigate- to find your way from one place to another (Could you navigate your
way to the school cafeteria?)
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite part? My
favorite part of the story was…. Tell me one thing you learned in this story. One
thing I learned in this story is...
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What does Sam do when his family is asleep? (explores the neighborhood)
b. What do maps show us? (How to get from one place to another, parts of a
flower, what is in a pond, etc. Use pictures from the story to guide students in
their thinking.)
c. Where is the setting of this story? (neighborhood, tallest building, pond, house,
etc.)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
We have been learning about North America and maps. We use maps to navigate,
or find our way, from one place to another. We can also use maps to learn about
new things like our body and parts of a plant. Maps are an important tool!
a. Which planet do we live on? Earth
b. Is a globe a model of the Earth? Yes!
c. What can we use to navigate from one place to another? Map
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N. America, Part 1 – Countries & People of N. America
Book 5: Let’s Look at the United States of America by Joy Frisch-Schmoll
Materials Needed: Globe, map, North America by Mary Lindeen, Let’s Look at
USA by Joy Frisch-Schmoll
Language Time:

Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

And they all belong to
me,
point to self

I can make them do
thingsWould you like to see?
I can shut them up tight
make fists

I can open them wide
open hands

I can put them together
palms together

I can make them all hide
behind back

I can make them jump
high

Learning New Things- 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine

Notes on Book: This is a simple non-fiction book giving facts about The United
States of America.
Key Vocabulary:
Country, North America, Continent, Desert, Forest, Grand Canyon
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been talking about exploring different parts of the world. Show
them the globe & map of the world. The Earth is made up of 7 big parts of
land called continents. Have them clap the syllables in continents. Let’s clap
that big word to help us remember, con-tin-ents. Yesterday we talked about
North America (show book 2) and today we are going to start exploring
North America by learning about one of the 4 countries in North America—
the United States of America. This is a special country because this is the
country we all live in! (Point out N. America & the USA on the map/globe)
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. The title of our story is Let’s
Look at the United States of America. Throughout this book we will be
learning interesting facts about the country we live in.
3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.

2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What country do we live in? (The United States of America) Very good,
we live in the country, The United States of America. The United States
I can make them jump low
of America is part of the continent of North America.
touch floor
b. Clap the word continent (con-tin-ent) when it comes up to help them
I can fold them up
remember
quietly
c. Point out that our country is the USA (many times).
over head

fold hands in lap

And hold them just so.

3. Review key vocabulary: Provide a brief student friendly definition as you
come to the word in the text.
Key Vocabulary:
Country- a smaller piece of a continent. We live in the country The
United States of America
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North America- One of the 7 continents. We live on the continent North
America.
Continent- 7 large land areas on Earth
Desert- a place with little rain and extreme temperatures
Forest – A piece of land with many trees, plants, and animals such as
deer, wolves, and bears—the animals in our story Ten on the Sled!
Grand Canyon- a deep land formation with steep sides made out of rock
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a
sentence stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did
you like/dislike this book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Where are some places we could visit in our country? (show pictures as
needed: desert, farm, forest, city).
b. What country do we live in? The United States of America
3. Review vocabulary
Key Vocabulary Activity:
a. A country is a smaller piece of a continent. We live in the country
The United States of __________ (America).
b. North America is one of the 7 continents. We live on the continent
_______ (North America).
c. What do we call a place with lots of trees and is the home to bears,
deer, and squirrels? (Forest)
Highlight Globe & Map Activity Area: Put the Let’s Explore USA and Canada
books in this center and draw children’s attention to what is in the center and
how to play here.
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N. America, Part 1 – Countries & People of N. America
Book 6: Fry Bread-A Native American Family Story by Kevin Noble Maillard
Materials Needed: book

Language Time:

Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

And they all belong to
me,
point to self

I can make them do
thingsWould you like to see?
I can shut them up tight
make fists

I can open them wide
open hands

I can put them together

Learning New Things- 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine

Notes on Book: This book tells the story of a modern Native American family
enjoying a favorite food – Fry Bread.
Key Vocabulary: Native American, dough, skillet, powwows, tribes
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic: We have been talking about the continent of North
America. Yesterday we talked about the countries in North America and
specifically OUR country—the United States of America. (Point out N.
America & the USA on the map/globe)
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. The title of our story today is Fry
Bread: A Native American Family Story. Native Americans were the very
first people who lived in North America, even before we had countries. This
story is about a Native American family today enjoying a favorite food—Fry
Bread! Throughout this book we will be learning interesting facts about this
yummy bread and Native American culture.
3. Point out author and illustrator.

palms together

I can make them all hide
behind back

During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.

2. Model Thinking Aloud and Point Out Key Content
a. First Page – It looks like everyone is excited to help grandma make the
bread. I think they are gathering all the ingredients to make fry bread.
over head
b. Fry Bread is Color – The children look like they are having a lot of fun.
Oh look the children have different shades of skin & hair color like the
I can make them jump low
color words – brown, tan, yellow, sienna, etc.
touch floor
c. Fry Bread is Art – they are weaving coil baskets and making dolls. Those
I can fold them up
are beautiful! What do you think we could use the baskets for?
quietly
d. Fry Bread is Place – Alaska, Kansas, Maine, Colorado – those are all
fold hands in lap
states in the USA. What is our state?
e. Fry Bread is Nation – Abenaki, Apache, Arapahoe – those are all
And hold them just so.
different groups (tribes) of Native Americans.
I can make them jump
high
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3. Review key vocabulary: Provide a brief student friendly definition as you
come to the word in the text.
Key Vocabulary:
dough- the bread before it is cooked
skillet- pan
powwows- parties, festivals
heritage – handed down from the past; things your grandma/pa might
teach you. The adults are showing the children how to make baskets.
tribes – groups
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a
sentence stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)?
2. Questions:
a. What was this book about? (A family making bread together)
b. Do you think you would like to try Fry Bread? I sure would!
c. What is a special food that your family likes to prepare and eat together?
3. Activity: Make Fry Bread
*If you are able to, make Fry Bread with the children in your class. There is
a simple receipt for Fry Bread in the back of the book.
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N. America, Part 1 – Countries & People of N. America
Book 7: Let’s Look at Canada by Mary Lindeen
Materials Needed: Globe, Map, 3 Books: North America, Let’s Look at USA,
and Let’s Look at Canada
Language Time:

Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

And they all belong to
me,
point to self

I can make them do
thingsWould you like to see?
I can shut them up tight
make fists

I can open them wide

Learning New Things-1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine

Notes on Book: This is a simple non-fiction book.
Key Vocabulary: Canada, North America, Country, Tundra, Forest, The Wild,
Mounties, Niagara Falls
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic.We have been talking about exploring different part of
world. Show them the globe & map of the world. The Earth is made up of 7
big parts of land called continents. Have them clap the syllables in
continents. Let’s clap that big word to help us remember, con-tin-ents.
Yesterday we talked about North America (show book 2) and the USA.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. Today we are going to be
exploring North America by learning about another country that is in North
America—Canada. It is next to the United States of America, which is where
we live. (Point out N. America, the USA, & Canada on the map/globe).

open hands

I can put them together
palms together

I can make them all hide

3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator. Tell what each person does.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.

behind back

I can make them jump
high
over head

I can make them jump low
touch floor

I can fold them up
quietly
fold hands in lap

And hold them just so.

2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Canada borders, or touches, the USA. It is our neighbor!
b. Clap the word continent (con-tin-ent) when it comes up to help students
remember it.
3.

Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Canada is another country in North America, just like The United States,
which is where we live. Canada is our neighbor to the North. We can
think of them as our upstairs neighbor.
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary:
Canada - country in North America
North America- one of the 7 continents
Country- a smaller piece of a continent
Tundra- a large piece of flat land that is always frozen
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Forest- a piece of land with many trees, plants, and animals such as deer,
wolves, and bears.
The Wild- an area without houses, cities, or people. Forests are part of
the wild.
Mounties- Canadian police
Niagara Falls- large waterfall
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a
sentence stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did
you like/dislike this book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Where are some of the places in Canada that look interesting to you
(show pictures as needed: desert, farm, forest, city)?
b. What country do we live in? The USA, and Canada borders the USA.
3. Review vocabulary
Key Vocabulary Activity:
a. Is Canada a country in North America? Yes, Canada is a country in N.
America, like the United States.
b. What do we call the place with many trees, plants, and animals such as
deer, wolves, and bears? (Forest)
c. Do we live in The Wild? No, the wild is an area without houses, cities, or
people.
d. Are forests part of the wild? Yes.
Highlight Globe & Map Activity Area: Put the Let’s Explore Canada book in
this center and draw children’s attention to what is in the center and how to play
here.

29

Copyright © Dr. Amy Murdoch, 2019
Murdoch, Warburg, & Corbo Mount St. Joseph University, 5/2021

N. America, Part 1 – Countries & People of N. America
Book 8: Let’s Look at Mexico by A.M. Reynolds

Language
Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Time:
Open Shut Them Notes on Book: Like the USA and Canada books, this is a short book to introduce
Rhyming Song preschoolers to Mexico.
Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands
Give a little Clap
Clap Hands 2
times

Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands
Lay them in your
lap.
Put hands in lap.

Key Vocabulary:
North America, Mexico, Rainforest, Desert, Ocelots, Spanish, Pyramid
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic. Show the children the globe & map of the world. Earth is made up of
7 big parts of land called continents. Have them clap the syllables in continents. We have
been exploring North America (point to where it is on the map). Remember, that is the
continent we live on. N. America has 3 main countries: USA, Canada, and Mexico. The
USA, is our country—point on the map.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. Today we are going to talk about another
country in North America called Mexico. (show where Mexico is on the map)
3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a full sense of the story.
2. Model thinking aloud.
a. Clap the word continent (con-tin-ent) when it comes up to help the children
remember it.
b. Explain: Mexico borders (touches) USA. We can think of them as our downstairs
neighbor!
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
a. Mexico is a country on the continent called ___________ (North America).
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary:
North America- one of the 7 continents
Mexico- one of the countries in North America
Rainforest- a forest with lots of trees and rain. A lot of different kinds of animals
live here.
Desert- a place with little rain and extreme temperatures
Ocelots- a wild cats
Spanish- the language people speak in Mexico (and in many parts of the world)
Pyramid- a building that is shaped like a triangle
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
a. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this book?
I liked this book because…
b. What are some of the places in Mexico that look interesting to you (show pictures as
needed: desert, rainforest, city)? A place that I would like to visit in Mexico is…
.
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Where is Mexico? (p. 4)
b. What animals live in the wild in Mexico? (p. 8)
c. What language do people speak in Mexico? (p. 10)
3. Review vocabulary
Key Vocabulary Activity:
a. In this book we learned about Mexico, which is a country in North America. Who can
raise their hand and tell me what other countries we have learned about that are in
North America? We live in _________________( The United States of America).
b. Another country in North America is ____________( Canada). Remember, Canada
is our upstairs neighbor and Mexico is our downstairs neighbor. Use the map to
show all 3 countries in North America.
Highlight Globe & Map Activity Area: Put the Let’s Explore Mexico book in this center
and draw children’s attention to what is in the center and how to play here.
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N. America, Part 1 – Countries & People of N. America
Book 8: Let’s Look at Mexico by A.M. Reynolds
Shared Writing

Share Information

Shared Writing Routine:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write Sh
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence, highlighting
the vocabulary and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
You follow this pattern to write an introductory (topic) sentence, followed by details, and finished with a “wrap up”
(concluding) sentence.

Shared Writing Preparation Template: Share Information
Topic Sentence: Prepare this topic sentence by writing it on the Shared Writing board leaving blank
spaces for the purple words:
Mexico is a country in the continent of North America.
Vocabulary to include, if possible:
North America- one of the 7 continents
Mexico- one of the countries in North America
Rainforest- a forest with lots of trees and rain. A lot of different kinds of animals live here.
Desert- a place with little rain and extreme temperatures
Ocelots- a wild cat
Spanish- the language people speak in Mexico
Specific letters or conventions to highlight:
Current letters from the alphabetic group, capitals, periods
Plan your detail and concluding sentences (You can utilize the following.)
Detail: It has rainforests and deserts.
Detail: It has big cities.
Detail: Most people speak Spanish there.
Conclusion: Mexico is our neighbor.
STEPS IN THE PROCESS:
1. Discuss the book and vocabulary: We read a book called Let’s Look at Mexico. In this book we learned
about a country called Mexico. Remember that Mexico is a country that is inside of a very big piece of
land called a continent. We learned about the country of Mexico. It will be fun to write down what we
learned about Mexico. When we write what we have learned that helps us to remember!
2. Topic Sentence:
Plan: Now let’s write! We start our writing with an important sentence that tells what we are going to
write more about. I have started this important sentence but I need you to help me finish it:
Mexico is a________ in the ________ of _______________.
Write: Let’s think about this. What did we say Mexico was? Yes, a country. I will write that in the first
blank. And what is a big piece of land called, the very biggest piece of land. Yes, these are call
continents. I will write that in the next blank. And what is the continent that we are studying called?
Yes, North America. I will write that in the last space.
Mexico is a country in the continent of North America.
Read: Read the sentence, pointing to each word. Read a second time asking students to “read” with you:
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Mexico is a country in the continent of North America.
3. Detail Sentences
Plan: Gather input from children for the detail sentences. We have written that very important first
sentence that tells us what is coming next. Now it is time to write more sentences about what we learned
about the country of Mexico. (You can use the following questions to elicit simple sentences that
represent facts about Mexico.)
• What was the land like in Mexico? Do you remember what we called the land where it rained a lot
and there were lots of trees? Do you remember what the land was called where it was very dry?
• Where do most people in Mexico live?
• What language do the people in Mexico speak?
Write: You can use the student responses to write sentences similar to the following:
• It has rainforests and deserts.
• Mexico has big cities.
• Most people speak Spanish there.
Write these sentences one at a time, making sure that you think aloud drawing attention to the capitals at
the beginning of the sentences along with any letter sounds the students have learned about.
Read: Read each sentence after you write it. Reread, pointing to each word and have the children “read”
with you.
It has rainforests and deserts.
Mexico has big cities.
Most people speak Spanish there.
4. Concluding Sentence
Plan: Let’s write a last sentence about Mexico. This sentence is important, just like our first sentence. I
think that it is important to tell our readers that Mexico is our neighbor, don’t you? Can you tell that to
me in a sentence? Good, Mexico is our neighbor.
Write: Write the concluding sentence, thinking aloud as you write.
Mexico is our neighbor.
Read: Great let’s read our final sentence:
Mexico is our neighbor.
5. Read finished work together: To finish, read the paragraph together, pointing to each word. Keep the
writing posted and in view of the students, returning to it and reading together when possible.
Mexico is a country in the continent of North America. It has rainforests and deserts. Mexico has big
cities. Most people speak Spanish there. Mexico is our neighbor.

33

Copyright © Dr. Amy Murdoch, 2019
Murdoch, Warburg, & Corbo Mount St. Joseph University, 5/2021

N. America, Part 1 – Countries & People of N. America
Book 9: Off We Go To Mexico! By Laurie Krebs and Christopher Corr
Materials Needed: Book
Language Time:
Open Shut Them
Rhyming Song
Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands
Give a little Clap
Clap Hands 2 times

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands
Lay them in your
lap.
Put hands in lap.

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is a fun rhyming book with Spanish words on one side and the story
on the other.
Key Vocabulary: North America, Mexico, Adventure, Festival, Rainforest, Spanish,
Pyramid
1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before
1. Introduce the topic: Yesterday, we learned that Mexico is a country in North America,
just like Canada and the USA. Read Title of this book, Off We Go To Mexico, what do
you think we will be learning more about today? Yes! We will be learning more about
the country, Mexico!
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement: This is a rhyming book that takes place in
Mexico, which we learned is a country in North America. People speak Spanish in
Mexico and there are lots of Spanish words in this book. Today, we are going to learn
some Spanish words!
3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator:
During
1. Read with very few interruptions so students can get a full sense of the story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Choose a couple Spanish words to read on a page.
b. Point out a few rhyming pairs.
I hear two words that rhyme. The word bands rhymes with hands because they have
the same ending sound.
3. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary:
North America – one of the 7 continents
Mexico- one of the countries in North America
Adventure- an exciting experience
Festival- a celebration/party
Rainforest- a forest with lots of trees and rain. A lot of different kinds of animals live
here.
Spanish- the language people speak in Mexico
Pyramid- a building that is shaped like a triangle
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this
book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.

a. What language do they speak in Mexico? In Mexico, people speak ……
b. Would you like to visit Mexico? What would you like to see? I would like to visit
Mexico and see….
3. Do a brief guided retell using the map in the book.

This is a map of Mexico. Mexico is a country in the continent of North America. If we look
at this small map, we can see Mexico is in North America right below The United States.
We live in the United States, and Mexico is our neighbor.
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North America-Science Nature Center
Part 2— Scientists study nature, Animals of North America: Forest, Farm, & Desert Habitats

Science Center
Purpose: Promote creative play, exploration and experimentation, and oral
language skills.
Materials:
-Science tools: microscope, tweezers, magnifying glass, binoculars,
dropper, measuring tape, notebooks & pencils
-Naturalist dress up; life cycle of a frog cards; fossils, rocks, nature tray:
shells, sticks, leaves, etc.
How it Works:

- Nature Books: Field Guides, fossils, animals, etc.

❖ In the dramatic play center, set up a nature center with lots of scientific tools to investigate nature and
conduct a few simple experiments.
❖ Introduce the center to the children after reading the book What is Science? Use the science tools cards
(next page) to introduce how scientists use these tools to study our world. These cards can then be
displayed near the tools in the science center.
❖ For this center there are a number of activities and experiments that connect to the different Science
tools. The activities are outlined with all needed pictures at the end of Unit 2.
*Notes an activity with an outline—see end of Unit 2 Materials section for materials to prepare these activities.
Tool
Binoculars & Naturalist
Costume

Microscope
Magnifying glasses
Tweezers
Dropper
Activity Cards
Activity Cards

Activity
- Pretend to be a bird watcher with costume & binoculars
- Investigate different birds using N. America Bird Activities:
a. N. American Birds Nomenclature Cards*
b. N. America Birds Nest Matching Activity
c. N. American Birds Memory Game
- Nature tray
- Fossils and rock sets
- Bean & Seed Sorting Activity*
- Color Mixing Activity*
- Life Cycle of a Frog* and Life Cycle of a Salamander*
- Animal Habitat Activity*

Book Suggestions for Nature Center:
-

Field Guides: Golden Guide: Fossils, Peterson First Guides-Reptiles & Amphibians, Little Naturalists
My First Field Guide by E.L.Botha
Usborne Beginners Guides: Tadpoles & frogs
Sneaky Salamanders by Suzanne Paul Dell’Oro
Geology Genius: Fossils by Pogo
Frogs by Time for Kids-Science Scoops
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N. America, Part 2 – Scientists Study Nature
Book 10: What Is Science?
Materials Needed: Set Up—Nature Center, Book: What is
Science?, Science Tools Cards (see Unit 2 materials folder)

Language Time:
Open Shut Them
Rhyming Song
Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands
Give a little Clap
Clap Hands 2 times

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands
Lay them in your
lap.
Put hands in lap.

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Book: What is Science? by Rebecca Kai Dotlich
Notes on Book: This is a rhyming book that introduces children to what scientists do and
the tools they use. It is used here to introduce our Science Nature Center.
Key Vocabulary: Science and all the parts of nature scientists study:
Stars, Saturn, Geodes, Fossils, Soil, Ocean, Glaciers, Geysers
Before:
1. Introduce the topic.
Today we are going to learn about science. What is science? What do scientists do and
what tools do they use? Science helps us understand our world. Scientists study the
natural world. Then later we have a special new center in the classroom where you get
to BE scientists who are exploring nature—The Science Center!
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. Explain what science and a scientist are.
Science is the study of our world. A scientist is a person doing a job in Science. This
book is going to tell us about all different kinds of science work. Some of you might be
scientists when you grow up! Scientists explore and study our world.
3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator. The title of this book is What is Science? by

Rebecca Kai Dotlich. As I read I want you to look for tools that scientists use and also
what different things they do.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Plants - Some scientists use magnifying glasses to look carefully at plants. They
study plants.
b. Use Books - Oh! I see scientists use books to look up information and they write
down their observations and ideas in books.
c. Binoculars & Telescopes - Scientists use binoculars and telescopes to look at the
stars.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
a. Scientists ask question and explore the world to get answers to their questions.
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary: Science and all the parts of nature scientists study:
Stars- huge, glowing balls of gases. The sun is the closest star to Earth
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Saturn- the second largest planet in our solar system
Geodes- a stone with a hollow space inside lined with crystals
Fossils- the remains or traces of animals or plants that lived a long time ago
Soil- dirt
Ocean- a huge body of salt water
Glaciers- a large piece of thick ice
Geysers- a natural pool of hot water that sometimes sprays like a fountain
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this
book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book. What are some of the tools that
scientists used in the book? Some of the tools that scientists used were…(magnifying
glass, binoculars, etc.) Use the book to review the tools.
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic. (2
& 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. Science helps us understand our world. Scientists study the natural world.
b. Review key vocabulary.
1. At night what can we see shining in the sky? (Stars).
2. While digging in the soil, or dirt, you may find some fossils. Can anyone tell
me what a fossil is? (A fossil is a left behind by an animal that has lived a
long time ago.)
c. Introduce the Science Center I have set up a Science Center so you can be
scientists and explore, experiment, and study nature! This science center has
natural things from North America and lots of different Science tools to use in
your exploration.
1. Using the Science tools cards go over each science tool and how
they can use it in the nature center.
2. Visit the Nature Center with the children and show them how to
play with the materials.
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of N. America (Forest)
Book 11: Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson and Jane Chapman
Materials Needed: book, map or globe
Language Time:
Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook Routine
Notes on Book: This is a rhyming book that features a number of North American forest
animals. It has a clear beginning, middle and end. It also serves to reinforce the kindness
theme that runs throughout the curriculum.
Key Vocabulary: Lair, Damp, Scuttles, Divvy, Mutters, Slumbering
Animal names: badger, hare, mole, gopher, raven, wren

And they all belong to
me,

Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
point to self
1. Introduce the topic: Remember, we have been learning about North America (show
I can make them do
them where it is on the map or globe—remind them of the meaning of continent,
thingsmap/globe). This book is about some forest animals. These are animals we see in N.
Would you like to see?
America. We see these animals in the USA and in Canada—2 of the countries of N.
America.
I can shut them up
tight
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement: Let’s look at the cover of the book. What
make fists
do you think this story is about? It is a very fun book with lots of silly words. A lot of
the words are Rhyming words. Words that end the same way like bear and share--I can open them wide
they both end with air. Listen for the rhyming words in this book!
open hands
I can put them
together
palms together

I can make them all
hide
behind back

I can make them jump
high
over head

I can make them jump
low

3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator

During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud and Point Out Key Content
a. Exaggerate the rhyming pairs as you read them.- Pick 2-3 rhyming pairs to point
out (quickly) that the words rhyme. Oh, toe and snow rhyme, they end the same.
They both end with oh—toe/snow.
b. When badger scuttles in and shares honey-nuts, point out: Badger is being kind
when he shares.
c. Point out the kindness of the animal friends to include everyone in the party. It is so
kind that everyone was included in the party!

touch floor

3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
a. When hare sneak-peeks in the den: What do you think hare will do?
b. Before the bear wakes up: What do you think will happen?
fold hands in lap
c. After the bear wakes up: Then a small pepper fleck makes the bear…?
- How does bear feel when he wakes up?
And hold them just so.
d. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
I can fold them up
quietly
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Key Vocabulary: Point out and provide student friendly definition.
Lair- a cave and resting place of a wild animal
Damp- moist, slightly wet
Scuttles- run with short, quick steps
Divvy- to divide or share
Mutters- to speak quietly
Slumbering- sleeping
Animal names: badger, hare, mole, gopher, raven, wren
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this
book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about?
b. Why did the animals come into bear’s lair (point out that lair is another name for
cave)?
c. Discuss the different animals that appear in the story (use pictures)
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic.
a. Remember, we have been learning about North America (show them where it is on
the map or globe—remind them of the meaning of continent, map/globe).
b. This book was about some forest animals. Does anyone remember what a forest
is? Yes, a forest is a place in the wild with a lot of trees and animals.
c. What are some of the animals from the book that we see in N. America?
d. Do a guided retell: focus on the beginning, middle, and end of the story.
Guided Retell—Let children provide the words in bold:
At the beginning of the book, the animals all went into bear’s cave to get out of the
COLD. Mouse said it was too dark and cold in the cave so he lights a nice hot FIRE.
The animals share food and have a great party while bear, snores ON. Then, a small
pepper fleck makes the bear sneeze and bears wakes UP. When bear first wakes up he is
mad and very sad because everyone had fun without him. Then, mouse says don’t fret!
Look see! We can pop more corn and we can brew more TEA. All the animals have a fun
party and at the end, bear is awake and all of his friends are SLEEPING.
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of N. America (Forest)
Book 11: Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson and Jane Chapman
Re-Read & Activity – Rhyming Words
Materials: Book & Rhyming Cards (see Materials for this Unit)

When children are at level 3 Phonological Awareness games in the alphabetic small group, this book and rhyming
follow-up can serve as the Phonological Game-Rhyming Books.
*Teachers may want to skip the follow-up rhyming pairs activity with 1st year preschoolers.

Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
We have already read this story. Do you remember what this story is about?
2. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.
The author of this story is Karma Wilson. Can someone tell me what the author does?
3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your ideas!
We are going to read the book and then play a game with some of the rhyming words. Remember that rhyming
word are words that end the same way like bear and share---they both end with air. Listen for the rhyming
words in this book!
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they might be thinking.
a. How do you think bear feels when he wakes up? Why do you think bear feels this way? I think bear
feels_______ because ______________.
b. Last page. Why did the other animals fall asleep?
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. Point out a few rhyming pairs. Hare and Lair. Those words rhyme because they have the same
ending sound.
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary: Point out and provide student friendly definition.
Lair- a cave and resting place of a wild animal
Damp- moist, slightly wet
Scuttles- run with short, quick steps
Divvy- to divide or share
Mutters- to speak quietly
Slumbering- sleeping
Animal names: badger, hare, mole, gopher, raven, wren
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this book? I liked this book because…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. Who was this story about? Who are the characters?
b. Where does this story take place? (bear’s cave on a snowy night)
c. Why was bear sad when he first woke up? What made him feel better?
d. What do we call the place where bear sleeps? (lair)
e. Can you show me how to scuttle across the floor like the little animals? Have them repeat the word
as they are scuttling across the floor and reinforce the definition.
3. Complete the follow up activity: Rhyming Pairs (This is a quick game to model rhyming pairs)
a. Show the children the rhyming cards. These are pictures of some of the rhyming words in the story.
Divide the cards by rhyming pair into two groups—3 in each group (no pairs in a group). Name each
picture in both groups telling the children to repeat after you. We are going to match the words that
rhyme. The words that sound the same at the end.
b. Pull out one word (eg. Toe) and say the name of the word. Which of the 3 pictures rhyme with toe
(exaggerate the oh—leading them to the correct answer): door, lair, snow?
c. As you make a match, have the children say each word and then isolate the rhyming part: Yes, Toe and
Snow rhyme, they both end in oh.
d. Make each match.
e. Review each rhyming pair.
*Students should be prompted by the teacher as much as needed. The teacher should provide the rhymes
quickly if students don’t know them. Rhyming is a harder phonological skill.
*The purpose of this activity is to introduce rhyming, not to expect students to know rhymes yet.
Rhyming matching cards for Bear Snores On (see materials for Unit 2): Toe and snow; floor, door; bear, lair
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of N. America (Forest)
Book 12: Counting Crocodiles by Judy Sierra

Math

Materials: Book

Language Time:
Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

And they all belong to
me,
point to self

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook Routine
Notes on Book: This is a math counting book that tells the story of a clever monkey who
uses his wit to trick some crocodiles.
Key Vocabulary: Clever, suspicious, delectable, scolded
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic Remember, we have been learning about North America (show
them where it is on the map or globe—remind them of the meaning of continent,
map/globe). This book is about some more animals. These are animals we see in
North America. We see these animals in the USA—a country in North America.

I can make them do
thingsWould you like to see? 2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. Let’s look at the cover of the book. What
do you think this story is about? Look at this picture. I see a big crocodile with a
I can shut them up
small monkey in its mouth! What is the monkey holding? What do you think this stick
tight
is doing here in the crocodile’s mouth? Why is the monkey in the crocodile’s mouth?
make fists

I can open them wide
open hands

I can put them
together
palms together

I can make them all
hide
behind back

I can make them jump
high

3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Exaggerate the rhyming pairs as you read them.
b. Pick 2-3 rhyming pairs to point out (quickly) that the words rhyme. Oh, fried and
dried have the same ending sound. They rhyme! Let’s listen for more rhyming
words!
c. Practice counting the crocodiles together. I want you to count with me as I point to
each crocodile.

3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements: characters,
setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where are they? In the sea
I can make them jump
b. What does the monkey want? He’s trying to get to the banana tree.
low
c. At the end of the book, trace you finger along the line of crocodiles and say, Wow!
touch floor
That is a lot of crocodiles but there weren’t enough to catch the clever monkey.
I can fold them up
She tricked the crocodiles. How did she trick them?
quietly
d. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definition.
fold hands in lap
Key Vocabulary:
Clever: very smart.
And hold them just so.
Delectable: delicious and very yummy.
over head
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Suspicious: doesn’t trust them.
Scolded: getting in trouble
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this
book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about? The monkey and crocodiles
b. Why did the monkey count the crocodiles? He wanted to use them as a bridge to
get to the banana tree.
c. Where does this story take place? Where is the setting of the story? The sea.
d. Math Story Problem: In this book there were crocodiles and one monkey. If there
were 10 (hold up 10 fingers) crocodiles and 1 (hold up 1 finger) monkey, were
there more crocodiles or monkeys? Hmmmm… let’s think about it. 10 crocodiles
and 1 monkey. Were there more crocodiles or monkeys? There were more
crocodiles! I know that because 10 is more than 1. (Hold up the correct number
of fingers every time you say 10 or 1.)
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic.
Remember, we have been learning about North America (show them where it is on the
map or globe—remind them of the meaning of continent, map/globe).
a. What do we call a body of salt water that isn’t as big as an ocean? Hint: the story
took place here. The sea.
b. Review Key Vocabulary – delectable thumbs up/down
The monkey was sick of eating lemons. He wanted a delectable treat. What delectable
treat did the monkey want to eat? (Bananas.) Delectable means yummy, really good!
Put your thumbs up if I name something delectable and say delectable. Thumbs down
if you do not think it is delectable and shake your head no.
Name some food words and guide children in making a choice and saying
DELECTABLE if it is yummy. Ice cream, broccoli, a pile of garbage, candy
c.

Do a simple guided retell. Focus on the beginning, middle, and end.

First the monkey was tired of eating lemons. Then, the monkey tricked the crocodiles and
made them line up so she could get to the bananas. Last, the monkey tricked the
crocodiles again so she could go back to her home with the bananas.
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of North America
Book 12: Counting Crocodiles by Judy Sierra

Math

Re-Read & Activity – Math Activities
Materials: book, crocodile manipulatives, math activity cards (see
end of Unit) and other math materials as needed.

Before:
1. Ask if they can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
We have already read this story. Look at the cover of the story, can anyone raise their hand and tell me
what happened in the story?
2. Point out title & author –ask if anyone can tell you what the author does.
The title of this story is Counting Crocodiles. The author of the story is Judy Sierra. Who can raise their
hand and tell me what the author of the story does? Yes, the author writes the story.
3. Tell them this time we are going to read and discuss the story so be ready to share your ideas!
Now, we are going to read the story again. Pay close attention to what happens in the story!
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask Questions
a. How does the monkey feel about eating lemons? (I’m all puckered up inside!)
b. Do the crocodiles seem friendly to you? (They appeared to be quite vicious.)
c. How many crocs were building with blocks? Let’s count them. (Four crocs building with blocks.)
d. Wait! How did the monkey get to the bananas? (Tricked the crocodiles into making a bridge.)
How clever!
After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down? Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this story? Why did you like this story? I liked this story because…
2. Discussion Questions
a. Who was this story about?
b. What was the monkey doing?
c. How many crocodiles were there in the story? Count together on the last page.
d. Did the monkey get the bananas? How?
3. Do one of the math activities for this book (see end of this unit). Do multiple math activities across the
unit.
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of N. America (Forest)
Book 13: The Mitten by Jan Brett
Materials Needed: The Mitten, globe or map
*This book has a follow up craft done in the 2nd reading small group

Language Time:
Ten Fingers A finger
play

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook Routine
Notes on Book: This is a classic book that features a number of forest animals that
are found in N. America. It has a clear beginning, middle, and end.

I have ten fingers

Key Vocabulary: Mittens, Burrowed, Rabbit, Jostled, Talons, Grumbled, Scattered
Animal Names: mole, hedgehog, owl, badger, fox, bear, mouse

hold up both hands, fingers
spread

Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic. We are learning about N. America (show them where it is on
point to self
the map or globe—remind them of the meaning of continent, map/globe), and one
I can make them do
of the places that North American animals live is in a forest. Also, this book
thingsfeatures some of the same animals from our book yesterday, Bear Snores On.
Would you like to see?
There are also some new animals to learn about. Let’s find out what they are!
And they all belong to
me,

I can shut them up
tight
make fists

I can open them wide

2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. Let’s look at the cover of our new
story. What do you think this story is going to be about?
3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.

open hands

I can put them
together

During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.

palms together

I can make them all
hide
behind back

I can make them jump
high
over head

2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Point out the pictures that give a hint as to what is coming next in the story.
Model predictions and then have children predict. What animal will we meet
next?
b. I wonder if that fox is going to fit inside the mitten? Oh, I guess he did, the
animals made room.
c. Oh, it looks like the boy realized he lost a mitten! What do you think he will do?

3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
touch floor
a. When does this story take place? (in winter)
b. The problem in the story—the boy lost his mitten & animals used it to get
I can fold them up
warm…but, they don’t all fit.
quietly
c. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
fold hands in lap
Key Vocabulary:
Mittens- worn to keep hands warm
And hold them just so.
I can make them jump
low
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Burrowed- to make a hole in the ground (done by an animal)
Rabbit- furry animal with long, floppy ears
Jostled- to push, crowd, or bump into on purpose
Talons- the claw of a bird
Grumbled- complain in a low voice
Scattered- to go in different ways
Animal Names: mole, hedgehog, owl, badger, fox, bear, mouse
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike
this book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about?
b. Why did the animals try to fit into the mitten? (it was cold)
c. When did this story take place? (in the winter)
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the
topic.
a. We are learning about N. America (show them where it is on the map or globe—
remind them of the meaning of continent, map/globe), and one of the places that
North American animals live is in a forest. Also, this book features some of the
same animals from our book yesterday, Bear Snores On. There are also some
new animals we met in this story. Can someone raise their hand and tell me an
animal that was in this story?
b. Do a guided retell. Focus on the beginning, middle, and end
Guided Retell
In this story the boy’s grandmother knitted him a pair of white MITTENS. He went
outside to play and soon lost one of his mittens in the white SNOW. It was cold
outside and a number of forest animals decided the mitten would be a great place to
get cozy and WARM. The little mouse tickled the bear’s nose and the bear gave an
enormous SNEEZE causing all of the animals to burst out of the mitten and sending
the mitten into the air. At that same time the boy realized he lost one of his mittens. He
went searching for it and caught it as it fell to the ground. His grandma looked out the
window and saw that the boy was safe and that he had two white MITTENS.
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of N. America (Forest)
Book 13: The Mitten
Re-Read & Activity – Mitten Craft
Materials: Book and craft materials (print outs, scissors, string, crayons, etc.)
The Craft is from: http://janbrett.com/put_the_animals_in_the_mitten.htm
Please go to this website to download the template for the mitten and animals. Decide how much the children
will do vs. how much you need
to prep ahead of time
(see options below in 3a – 3c).

Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
Look at the cover of the story. Who can tell me what they remember about the story?
2. Point out title, author, and illustrator.
3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your ideas!
This time we are going to read and discuss the story and then make a fun mitten craft to take home!
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they might be thinking.
a. Will the animals fit?
b. Why did the animals go inside the mitten?
c. What do you think will happen next?
3. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary:
Mittens- worn to keep hands warm
Burrowed- to make a hole in the ground (done by an animal)
Rabbit- furry animal with long, floppy ears
Jostled- to push, crowd, or bump into on purpose
Talons- the claw of a bird
Grumbled- complain in a low voice
Scattered- to go in different ways
Animal Names: mole, hedgehog, owl, badger, fox, bear, mouse
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this book? I liked this book
because…
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2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. Where does this story take place? (the forest in the winter)
b. Who are the characters? (Animal Names: mole, hedgehog, owl, badger, fox, bear, mouse)
3. Complete the follow up activity: Put the Animals in the Mitten Craft
a. Show the children the book cover. Briefly discuss the key points from the book. The little boy asked
for snow white mittens. One mitten got lost in the snow. Animals found the mitten and climbed inside.
b. Ask the children if they remember any of the animals that climbed into the mitten. As children name
the animals, show them the animals they will be coloring for the craft. Can you remember any of the
animals that climbed inside of the mitten?
c. Explain the craft steps to the children. Depending on the amount of time you have for the craft and
the children’s independence with crafts, you may do any combination of the following Preps before
the craft:
Prep before the craft: Print one copy of each of the 3 PDF pages onto cardstock for each child. Cut out the
mittens and glue the edges of both sides together, leaving the wrist portion open. Cut out the animals. Children
will: Color the animals and mittens.
Prep before the craft: Print one copy of each of the 3 PDF pages onto cardstock for each child. Cut out the
mittens and place both sides together. Punch holes around the mitten, leaving the wrist portion as it is, and tie a
long piece of yarn to the first hole. Cut out the animals. Children will: Lace the yarn through the holes to
attach the mitten together. Color the animals. Children will: Punch holes around the mitten, leaving the wrist
portion as it is. Tie yarn to the first hole. Lace the yarn around the mitten. Cut out the animals. Color the
animals.
Note: When children are finished with the craft, you may choose to read the story again. As you read, children
can act out the story with their craft by putting the animals into the mitten as the story progresses. When the
mitten is blown away by the sneeze, the children can quickly pull all of the animals out of the mitten.
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Shared Writing
Book 13: The Mitten By Jan Brett
Shared Writing

Tell a Story

Materials: Book along with white board or chalk board to create shared writing
Shared Writing Routine:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence, highlighting the vocabulary
and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
Shared Writing Preparation Template: Tell a Story

Gist of the Writing:
Following is the structure for creating a story retell with your children for this book:
• First sentence introducing main character and problem (Nicki losing his mitten).
• Details reflecting how the problem continues (North American animals crowd into the warm and cozy
mitten until the mouse climbs onto the bear’s nose, causing him to sneeze, and they all fly out).
• Resolution sentence. (Nicki finds his mitten.)
Utilizing this structure, the writing will summarize the story in The Mitten and will reflect the sequence of
events that reflect the problem and then the solution.
Vocabulary Word(s): Choose some (you won’t be able to include all)
mitten, burrowed, scattered, animal names: mole, hedgehog, owl, badger, fox, bear, mouse
Specific letter(s) or conventions to highlight:
Punctuation, capital letters, letter formation
Plan your sentences. Your sentences should follow the classic story pattern:
Beginning – Baba gave Nicki special mittens but he lost one.
Middle – Animals burrowed into the mitten, one by one.
Middle –A big bear climbed in followed by a mouse.
Middle –The mouse tickled the bear’s nose and he sneezed.
End – The animals and the mitten scattered in the sky and Nicki found the lost mitten.
STEPS IN THE PROCESS
1. Discuss the book and vocabulary:
We read a story called The Mitten. In The Mitten, Nicki’s grandmother, Baba, knitted him white mittens. Nicki
lost one of the mittens and, through much of the story, many animals (like a mole, hedgehog, owl, badger, fox,
bear) burrowed into the cozy mitten. Finally, a small mouse crawled into the mitten and caused the big bear to
sneeze. All of the animals shot out of the mitten and the mitten flew into the air. As the mitten flew in the air,
Nicki found it.
2. Write Beginning Sentence:
Plan: Let’s write! Stories have a beginning, a middle and an end. In this story, in the beginning, Nicki’s
grandmother, Baba, had knitted him two cozy snow white mittens. Even though Baba wanted Nicki to be careful,
he dropped one of the mittens in the snow and it was left behind. Let’s write a sentence about that, I’ll start
it…Baba gave Nicki snow white mittens but ___________. Yes! …he lost one!
Write: Write the chosen sentence in view of children and “think aloud” as you write:
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I am starting my sentence so I will begin with a capital letter. As I write each word I make sure to leave a space
between each of my words. I have finished my sentence so now I will add a period to show that my sentence is
done. Baba gave Nicki snow white mittens but he lost one.
Read aloud, pointing to each word. Read a second time asking children to “read” with you. Baba gave Nicki
snow white mittens but he lost one.
3. Write Middle Sentences:
Plan: Gather input from children for the detail sentences:
Now that we have written our first important sentence let’s think about what else we can say. We wrote, “Baba
gave Nicki snow white mittens but he lost one.” We wrote about what happened at the beginning of the story.
Now let’s write about what happened in the middle of the story. I will write the first part of the sentence and you
write the end of the sentence.
Write: Many animals _______. Ask children for suggestions to finish your sentence. They may need a bit of
guidance or some discussion. Possible answers could include: burrowed into the mitten, squished into the mitten
etc. Many animals burrowed into the mitten.
Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking children to “read” with you. Many animals
burrowed into the mitten.
**Continue the Plan/Write/Read pattern, offering a sentence beginning and planning and writing the end of the
sentence with the children. Following are possible sentence starters and possible endings that the children can be
guided to create:
Then a big bear climbed in … followed by a mouse.
Next the mouse tickled the bear’s nose… and he sneezed.
4. Write Concluding Sentence:
Plan: Again, you will write the sentence starter and children will contribute the end of the sentence. Let’s think
about how the story ended. I will write the first part of this next sentence and I would like you to think about how
the sentence should end. The animals and the mitten scattered in the sky and _______________Ask children for
suggestions to finish your sentence. They may need a bit of guidance or some discussion to help them understand
that by the end of the story the problem is solved and Nicki has found his mitten.
Write: Write the concluding sentence together, thinking aloud as you write about writing conventions that you
would like the children to attend to. The animals and the mitten scattered in the sky and Nicki found the lost
mitten.
5. Read Finished Writing Together: To finish, read the paragraph together pointing to each word. Keep the
writing posted and in view of children, returning to it and reading together when possible. Let’s read our story
together”
Baba gave Nicki snow white mittens but he lost one. Many animals burrowed into the mitten. Then a big bear
climbed in followed by a mouse. Next the mouse tickled the bear’s nose and he sneezed. The animals and the
mitten scattered in the sky and Nicki found the lost mitten.
Please keep the paragraph posted and return to it from time to time.
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of N. America (Farm)
Book 14: Farming by Gail Gibbons
Paired with A Visit to a Farm by D.M. Rice
Language Time:
Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

And they all belong to
me,
point to self

I can make them do
thingsWould you like to see?
I can shut them up tight
make fists

I can open them wide
open hands

I can put them together
palms together

I can make them all
hide
behind back

I can make them jump
high
over head

I can make them jump
low
touch floor

I can fold them up
quietly
fold hands in lap

And hold them just so.

Materials: New
BookThings—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Learning
Notes on the Book:. Farming explores the seasons on a farm and the chores that are
done in each season. A Visit to a Farm is a short nonfiction book that can be paired
with Farming to show real pictures of a farm. A different nonfiction book could also
be used.

Key Vocabulary: Tractor, chores, pasture, fields, harvest
Animals on a farm: sheep, cow, chickens, horses, pigs, geese
Read Farming Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic: We are learning about the animals found in N. America
(show them where it is on the map or globe—remind them of the meaning of
continent, map/globe). We read some books about animals in N. America living
in the forest. Another one of the places that North American animals live is on a
farm.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement: Let’s look at the cover of this book.
What do you notice? What do you think this book will be about?
3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Point to the different animals as you name them.
b. Point out the kindness of people to the animals—The boy shows kindness
when he feeds the horse a carrot. Putting hay in the horses stall. How kind!
c. Point out the seasons and connect each season to new and different work to be
done on the farm. Oh look in summer everything is very green. The sun is out
shining bright, and lots of things are growing. The farmers are taking care of
all of the growing food, cutting the grass, and feeding the animals.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
a. Name the animals as you come to them. There are lots of different
animals on a farm. Here are some baby chicks!
b. Reinforce - Farms are where our food comes from.
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c. Point out a few key vocabulary words and provide definitions.
Key Vocabulary:
Chores- jobs
Tractor- a large piece of farm equipment
Fields- large open areas where famers plant things or animals graze
Pasture- area for animals to eat grass.
Harvest – when we pick all the vegetables
Animals on a farm: sheep, cow, chickens, horse, geese
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a
sentence stem.
a. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you
like/dislike this book? I liked this book because…
b. Did you like learning about farms? Has anyone ever been to a farm? You
can find farms all over the world!
2. Questions: Ask a few simple questions about the book.
a. What kinds of animals live on a farm?
b. Who takes care of the farm animals?
c. What are some of the jobs that need to be done on the farm in summer? In
fall? In winter? Use the pictures to help them answer as needed.
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the
topic.
a. Content: Show them the nonfiction book about farms and point out a few
pictures. Here is another book about farms. It is a nonfiction book, a book
about real people and events. This book is about a family visiting a farm.
It is filled with real pictures of a farm. Right on the cover we see the barn.
I see a tractor (show tractor page). Look there is a picture of cow (show
cow page). I am going to put this book in our classroom library so you
can explore it and learn more about what we see on farms.
b. Review Key Vocabulary – Farm Animals
1. Who can tell me some of the animals that live on a farm?
2. Play “I am Thinking Of” game
- I am thinking of a farm animal that produces milk for us to drink.
What am I thinking of?
- I am thinking of a farm animal that gallops around and people can
ride this farm animal. What am I thinking of?
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of N. America (Farm)
Book 15: Big Red Barn by Margaret Wise Brown and Felicia Bond
Materials: Book

Language Time:
Ten Fingers A finger
play
I have ten fingers
hold up both hands, fingers
spread

And they all belong to
me,
point to self

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: Jobs on a Farm is read first to provide some background information
about farms. Then, Big Red Barn is read and discussed.
Key Vocabulary: Barn, Weathervane, Scarecrow, Moon
Animals on a farm: horse, pig, sheep, cow, chickens, field mouse, rooster, hen
Read Big Red Barn Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic: We are learning about the animals found in N. America (show
them where it is on the map or globe—remind them of the meaning of continent,
map/globe). We read some books about animals in N. America living in the forest.
Another one of the places that North American animals live is on a farm.

I can make them do
thingsWould you like to see? 2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. Show the cover of the book. Look at the
picture. What do you think this story is going to be about? This is a pretend story
I can shut them up
about animals who live on a farm. It is also a rhyming book. Remember, rhyming
tight
words are words that end the same way like cat and mat---they both end with at.
make fists
Listen for the rhyming words in this book and let’s see what farm animals we know
on the farm!
I can open them wide
open hands

I can put them
together
palms together

I can make them all
hide
behind back

I can make them jump
high
over head

I can make them jump
low
touch floor

I can fold them up
quietly
fold hands in lap

And hold them just so.

3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Pick 2-3 rhyming pairs to point out (quickly) that the words rhyme. Oh, hay
and play rhyme, they end the same. They both end with ay—play/hay.
b. Point to the different animals as you name them. Highlight a few the
children may not know: donkey, geese.
c. Point out the kindness of the animal friends to include everyone in the
party. It is so kind that everyone was included in the party!
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
a. Content-Story Elements
1. When the story starts it is morning and at the end it is night time.
2. Why did the field mouse have her babies in the corn? (hidden, soft
ground)
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definition.
Key Vocabulary:
Barn- a house for farm animals
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Weathervane- shows which way the wind is blowing
Scarecrow- a person made out of straw used to scare birds away from crops
(food grown on a farm)
Moon- comes out at night and takes the place of the sun
Animals on a farm: horse, pig, sheep, cow, chickens, field mouse, rooster,
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)?
a. Why did you like/dislike this book? I liked this book because…
b. What was your favorite part? My favorite part of the book was…
c. What is your favorite farm animal? My favorite farm animal is….
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about? What animals live on a farm?
b. Who were the only animals still awake at the end of the book?
c. When did this story take place? (It started in the morning and ended at
night).
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the
topic.
a. Content: We are learning about the animals found in N. America (show
them where it is on the map or globe—remind them of the meaning of
continent, map/globe). We read some books about animals in N. America
living in the forest. In this book we read about animals in North America
that live on a farm. What were some of the animals that were in this story?
Animals on a farm: horse, pig, sheep, cow, chickens, field mouse, rooster,
hen. What are some animals that live in the forest? You can reference Bear
Snores On and The Mitten where forest animals were featured.
b. Review Key Vocabulary: Weathervane & Scarecrow (have students repeat
words and definitions)
1. Point to weathervane in the book - A weathervane is found on top of
barns to tell farmers which way the wind is blowing.
2. What do farms put in their fields to scare off crows and other birds?
Farmers put scarecrows in their field to scare off crows and other birds.
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of N. America (Farm)
Book 15: Big Red Barn by Margaret Wise Brown and Felicia Bond
Re-Read & Activity – Rhyming Game
Materials Needed: Big Red Barn, Rhyming matching cards for Big Red
Barn (see materials)

Before:
1. Ask children if they can remember what this book is about- show them the cover to remind them.
Does anyone remember what this story is about?—show them the cover to remind the
2. Point out title, author, and illustrator
3. Tell them we are going to read the book again and discuss the story.
We are going to read the book and then play a game with some of the rhyming words. Remember that
rhyming word are words that end the same way like cat and mat---they both end with at. Listen for the
rhyming words in this book!
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they might be thinking.
d.
e.

Did the animals like to live on the farm? Why do you think that?
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. Who are the characters in the story? Remember, characters are the people or animals in the story.
b. Where does the story take place?
c. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary:
Barn- a house for farm animals
Weathervane- shows which way the wind is blowing
Scarecrow- a person made out of straw used to scare birds away from crops (food grown on a farm)
Moon- comes out at night and takes the place of the sun
Animals on a farm: horse, pig, sheep, cow, chickens, field mouse, rooster, hen
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this book? I liked this book
because…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. Who was this story about? What animals live on the farm?
b. Who were the only animals still awake at the end of the book?
c. When did this story take place? (It started in the morning and ended at night).
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d. Review key vocabulary:
Key Vocabulary:
1. What is the name of a house for farm animals? Barn
2. What shows farmers which way the wind is blowing? Weathervane
3. Why do farmers use scarecrows? To scare birds away from crops (food grown on a farm)
3. Complete the follow up activity: Rhyming Pairs (see materials for cards)
Show the children the rhyming cards. These are pictures of some of the rhyming words in the story.
Divide the cards by rhyming pair into two groups—3 in each group (no pairs in a group). Name each
picture in both groups telling the children to repeat after you. This is hay, play. Repeat after me: hay,
play. We are going to match the words that rhyme, the words that sound the same at the end.
a. Pull out one word (eg. crow) and say the name of the word. Which of the 3
pictures in the other pile rhyme with crow (exaggerate the oh if needed): play, hoe, egg?
b. As you make a match, have the children say each word and then isolate the rhyming part: Yes,
crow and hoe rhyme, they both end in oh.
c. Make each match.
d. Review each rhyming pair.
***This game is highly guided. Teacher should provide the rhymes quickly if students don’t know them.
Rhyming is a harder phonological skill.
*The purpose of this activity is to introduce rhyming not expect students to produce rhymes yet.
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N. America, Part 2 – Animals of N. America (Desert)
Book 16: Way Out in the Desert by T.J. Marsh and Jennifer Ward Math
Materials: Book
Language Time:
Open Shut Them
Rhyming Song
Open, Shut Them
Open and shut hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut hands
Give a little Clap
Clap Hands 2 times

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut hands
Lay them in your lap.
Put hands in lap.

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is a rhyming and counting book that features a number of North
American desert animals.
Key Vocabulary: Desert, Sip, Ocotillo, Cactus, Burrow
Animals: hummingbird, javelina, rattle snake, Gila monster, roadrunner, coyote
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic. We are learning about N. America (show them where it is on the
map or globe—remind them of the meaning of continent, map/globe), and one of the
places that North American animals live is in the desert. This book is about some
desert animals. A desert is a place with very little water and is very dry and hot.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. Look at the cover of our book. What do
you think the story will be about? This is a very fun book that tells us about some
animals that you may not have heard of before. Also, a lot of the words in the story
are Rhyming words. Words that end the same way like sun and one---they both end
with un. Listen for the rhyming words in this book!
3. Point out title, author, and illustrator.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Point out the hidden number in each picture. Can you find the hidden number?
b. Repeat the animals that they might not know—ex: javelina –desert pig, Gila
monster-lizard, etc.
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this
book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions- Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about?
b. Where did this story take place?
c. Did you learn about some new animals? Animals: hummingbird, javelina, rattle
snake, Gila monster, roadrunner, coyote
d. Math Story Problem: In this story there were mother and baby desert animals. If
there were 2 (hold up 2 fingers) little hummingbirds and 4 (hold up 4 fingers)
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little rattlesnakes, how many baby animals is that altogether? (Put fingers
together.) Let’s count. 1,2,3,4,5,6 (wiggle fingers as you count). Six! Two baby
hummingbirds plus 4 baby rattlesnakes equals 6 baby animals altogether.
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic.
a. Content: We are learning about N. America (show them where it is on the map or
globe—remind them of the meaning of continent, map/globe), and one of the
places that North American animals live is in the desert. In this book we read
about some desert animals.
b. Review Key Vocabulary:
1. What is a desert? A desert is a place with very little water and is very dry and
hot.
2. What do we call a plant we find in the desert that has sharp needles? A cactus
Highlight the Nature Center and the animal habitat activity.
There are many places animals live in N. America. Show them the activity and review
each habitat and the animals that live there and how they would use this activity.
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N. America, Part 3 – Animals of N. America (Amphibians)
Book 17: About Amphibians: A Field Guide for Children by Cathryn Sill
Materials: Book
Language Time:
Open Shut Them
Rhyming Song
Open, Shut Them
Open and shut hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut hands
Give a little Clap
Clap Hands 2 times

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut hands
Lay them in your lap.
Put hands in lap.

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is a short book introducing children to the amphibian class of
animals (frogs, toads, salamanders).
Key Vocabulary:
Amphibian, Moist, Life cycle
Animals: bullfrog, salamander, toad
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic. We are exploring N. America (show them on map or globe) and
talking about the different animals of N. America and where they live. We have
talked about forest animals, farm animals, and today we are going to talk about
Amphibians. Amphibians are a grouping of animals that live near water—ponds,
streams, wetlands. We find them all over North America. Frogs and Salamanders
are amphibians. How many people have seen a frog? A salamander?
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. This is a nonfiction book. Remember that
nonfiction books give us real information. In this book we are going to learn
information about amphibians, which are a type of animal that can live on water
and land.
3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.About Amphibians, clap the word
amphibian (am-phib-i-an) (/am/ /fib/ /e/ /en/), is the title of our story. Cathryn Sill
wrote the story. Can you tell me what we call a person who writes stories? Author.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Oh, that is interesting, amphibians live in the water and on land!
b. Point out the life cycle page—They start as eggs, grow into tadpoles, then
froglets, and finally frogs!
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements.
a. Who are an amphibian’s enemies? Who likes to eat them?
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary:
Moist- slightly wet
Amphibians- animals that hatch from eggs and live their life on land and water.
Life Cycle- the stages a living thing goes through in its life
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem.
a. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike
this book? I liked this book because…
b. Did you learn something new? In the book, I learned….
2. Questions-Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What kinds of animals are amphibians? (focus on salamander & Frog)
Animals: bullfrog, salamander, toad
b. Where do amphibians live? (water and land—North America!)
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic.
We are exploring N. America (show them on map or globe) and talking about the
different animals of N. America and where they live. We have talked about forest
animals, farm animals, and, today, we talked about Amphibians. Amphibians are a
grouping of animals that live near water—ponds, streams, wetlands. We find them
all over North America. Who can tell me an animal that is an amphibian? Frogs and
Salamanders are amphibians.
Highlight the Nature Center’s books about amphibians and the frog & salamander life
cycle pictures.
A biologist is a scientist who studies the life of animals like amphibians. See if
you can be a scientist and put the life cycle of a frog in the correct order!

61

Copyright © Dr. Amy Murdoch, 2019
Murdoch, Warburg, & Corbo Mount St. Joseph University, 5/2021

N. America, Part 3 – Animals of N. America (Amphibians)
Book 18: See How They Grow-Frog
Materials: Book
Language Time:
Open Shut Them
Rhyming Song
Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This book is an informational book all about frogs.
Key Vocabulary: Amphibian, Eggs, Tadpole, Gills, Frog
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic. We are exploring N. America (show them on map or globe) and
talking about the different animals of N. America and where they live. We talked about
forest animals, farm animals, desert animals, and amphibians who all live near and in
water- ponds, streams, and wetlands. We find them all over North America. Today we
are going to read a book about frogs.

Give a little Clap
Clap Hands 2 times

2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. A frog is an amphibian, and this book is
going to tell us how a baby frog grows into an adult frog. It is very fascinating!

Open, Shut Them

3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.

Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut Them
Open and shut
hands
Lay them in your
lap.
Put hands in lap.

During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Oh that’s interesting! Frog babies start as eggs.
b. Wow! Baby frogs do not look like frogs!
c. What are the babies eating? (Underwater plants).
d. An adult frog doesn’t have a tail!
3. Draw children’s attention to key vocabulary and provide student friendly definition.
Key Vocabulary:
Amphibian- animals that hatch from eggs and live their life on land and water
Eggs- the beginning of the frog life cycle
Tadpole- Hatches from an egg. A young frog or toad with gills and a tail.
Gills- allows tadpoles to breathe under water
Frog- an amphibian that now live on land
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this
book? I liked this book because…
2. Questions- Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What are the baby frogs called? (tadpoles)
b. What did the baby frogs eat? (underwater plants)
c. What did the adult frog eat? (insects)
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3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic.
a. Content- We are exploring N. America (show them on map or globe) and talking
about the different animals of N. America and where they live. We talked about
forest animals, farm animals, desert animals, and amphibians who all live near and
in water- ponds, streams, and wetlands. We find them all over North America.
Today we read a book about frogs. Frogs are ______________ (amphibians) (amphib-i-ans)
b. Key Vocabulary Review:
1. Do gills allow amphibians to breathe under water? Yes!
2. What is the beginning of the frog life cycle? Egg
3. Where do amphibians like to live? Near the water and land
Highlight the Nature Center’s books about frogs and the frog life cycle pictures.
A biologist is a scientist who studies the life of animals like amphibians. See if you can be a
scientist and put the life cycle of a frog in the correct order!
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N. America, Part 3 – Animals of N. America (Amphibians)
Book 18: See How They Grow-Frog
Shared Writing

Share Information

Materials: Book along with white board or chalk board to create shared writing
Shared Writing Routine:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence,
highlighting the vocabulary and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
When writing to share information, you can follow this pattern to write an introductory (topic) sentence, followed by
details, and finished with a “wrap up” (concluding) sentence.

Shared Writing Preparation to Share Information:
Topic Sentence: Prepare this topic sentence by writing it on the Shared Writing board leaving blank
spaces for the purple words: A frog is an amphibian that changes as it grows.
Vocabulary to include, if possible:
Amphibian – Amphibians are animals that are smooth and shiny, like frogs. They change as they grow.
These changes can be called “life cycles.”
Eggs – Frog eggs are surrounded by clear jelly to make them stick together (not the kind of jelly we eat!).
Tadpole – Essentially a baby frog - After hatching, first the gills close up, and back legs sprout. Then
front legs sprout and the tail is absorbed into the body (shrinks).
Frog – an amphibian that breathes air. It lives mostly on land and keeps growing by eating insects.
Life Cycle – Series of changes animals can make that really changes the way they look (i.e., pupa to
butterfly, egg/tadpole/frog)
First, Next, Last: - These sequencing words can be discussed while writing to help explain when each
stage happens in relation to the other.
Specific letters or conventions to highlight:
Current letters from the alphabetic group, capitals, periods. Words that sequence: first, next, last
Plan your detail and concluding sentences (You can utilize the following.)
Detail: First, a frog is an egg, laid with many eggs stuck together.
Detail: Then it hatches and is a small tadpole with gills.
Detail: Next, it grows bigger and sprouts legs and arms.
Conclusion: Finally, when the tail and gills disappear it is a frog.
STEPS IN THE PROCESS:
1. Discuss the book and vocabulary:
We read a book called See How They Grow that was all about the life cycle of a frog. We learned that a
frog changes so much as it grows! That is why we say it has a “life cycle.” It begins as an egg that is laid
with lots and lots of eggs. The eggs stick together with a clear substance we call jelly. Then they hatch –
that means that they come out of the egg and they look kind of like a fish with just a head and a tail. We
call this a tadpole. A tadpole eats plants and grows underwater and soon legs sprout out of its little
swimming body. After that arms sprout. The whole time that the tadpole’s body is growing bigger, its tails
is shrinking. And its gills are shrinking, too. The gills allow the tadpole to breath underwater. Finally
when it no longer has a tail or gills and has arms and leg, it is a frog! When we talk about the life of a
frog (starting as an egg) we can use words like “first,” “next,” and “finally” to help us understand when
in a frog’s life the changes happen.
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2. Topic Sentence:
Plan: Now let’s write! We start our writing with an important sentence that tells what we are going to
write more about. I have started this important sentence but I need you to help me finish it: (please write
the sentence with blanks and discuss with children what they could add to make the sentences complete).
A frog is an ___________ that changes _________.
Write: Let’s think about this: A frog is a_________. What kind of animal did we say that a frog is? It is
the kind of animal that is smooth and shiny and changes as it grows. That is right, it is an amphibian.
Let’s write that big word on the line. Let’s read what we have now: A frog is an amphibian that changes…
You are right, it changes as it grows! Let’s add that!
A frog is an amphibian that changes as it grows.
Read: Read the sentence, pointing to each word. Read a second time asking children to “read” with you:
A frog is an amphibian that changes as it grows.
3. Detail Sentences
Plan: Gather input from children for the detail sentences.
Now that we have started our paragraph with an important first sentence, now we need to write more.
We need to explain how a frog changes as it grows. (You can use the following question to elicit a simple
sentence that represents how the frog grows from an egg to a frog.)
What is the first stage of the life cycle of the frog?
Write: You can use the student responses to write a sentence similar to or the same as the following
Drawing attention to the word “first”: First, a frog is an egg, laid with many eggs stuck together.
Read: Read the sentence after you write it. Reread, pointing to each word and have the children “read”
with you. First, a frog is an egg, laid with many eggs stuck together.
***Follow the Plan/Write/Read pattern to write two more detail sentences. You can use the following
questions to elicit simple sentences to represents how the frog grows from this egg state to a frog:
• What does a frog change into next? What does the tadpole have to help it breathe underwater?
• What happens to the tadpole?
Possible next detail sentences:
Then it hatches and is a small tadpole with gills.
Next, it grows bigger and sprouts legs and arms.
4. Concluding Sentence:
Plan: Let’s write a final sentence about how a frog develops. This sentence is important, just like our first
sentence. It is important to tell the last change that happens as the frog develops. What disappears so
that the tadpole is finally a frog? Yes, the tail disappears (or gills and tail) and the cycle is complete. The
egg is finally a frog! Let’s write about that.
Write: Write the concluding sentence, thinking aloud as you write (make sure to draw attention to the
word “finally.” Finally, when the tail and gills disappear it is a frog!
Read: Great let’s read our final sentence: Finally, when the tail and gills disappear it is a frog!
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5. Read finished work together. To finish, read the paragraph together, pointing to each word. Keep the
writing posted and in view of the children, returning to it and reading together when possible.
A frog is an amphibian that changes as it grows. At first, a frog is an egg, laid with many
eggs stuck together. Then it hatches and is a small tadpole with gills. Next, it grows bigger
and sprouts legs and arms. Finally, when the tail and gills disappear, it is a frog!
Leave the writing posted in the room to reread it and refer to it for the remainder of the North America unit.
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N. America, Part 3 – Animals of N. America (Amphibians)
Book 19: The Salamander Room by Anne Mazer

Language
Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Time:
Open Shut Them Notes on Book: This book is about a little boy who finds a salamander and wants to make a
Rhyming Song home for it in his room. He realizes that the salamander needs to be in the wild in order to
truly be happy. This story makes a nice connection back to being kind to animals.
Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands
Give a little Clap
Clap Hands 2
times

Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands
Lay them in your
lap.
Put hands in lap.

Key Vocabulary: Amphibian, Salamander, Crickets, Moss, Insects, Boulders
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic.We have been talking about the animals of North America and the
different places they live. Yesterday we talked about frogs and found out that frogs are
amphibians (am-phib-i-ans) (hold up the amphibians book)—Amphibians are animals
that spend part of the time in water and part on land. They like to live near fresh water.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. What do you think this story will be about?

(show the cover) Today, we are going to learn about another amphibian; salamanders!
Like frogs, they like to live in areas close to water.
3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.

During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Wow, the boy is really trying to make a lovely home for the salamander. How kind!
b. Can you really bring trees into your room?
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements: characters,
setting, the problem, etc.
a. What is Brian’s room becoming? (the forest)
b. Where does a salamander need to live? (the forest, they are wild animals not pets)
c. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Amphibian- a class of animals that hatch from eggs and live their life on land and
water
Salamander- an amphibian with a tail and smooth, shiny skin
Crickets- a small jumping insect that makes a chirping sound
Moss- a small plant that doesn’t have seeds and grows in moist places
Insects- a small animal with 3 pairs of legs and 1 or 2 pairs of wings
Boulders- large, round rock
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this book? I
liked this book because…
a. What was your favorite part? My favorite part of the story was….
b. Has anyone ever seen a salamander in the woods?
2. Questions- Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about?
b. What happened to the boy’s room across the story? How did it end up?
c. Where does a salamander need to live? (forest) Why?
d. If you found a salamander in the woods, what would you do?
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic.
a. Content- We have been talking about the animals of North America and the different
places they live. Yesterday we talked about frogs and found out that frogs are
amphibians (am-phib-i-ans) (hold up the amphibians book)—Amphibians are
animals that spend part of the time in water and part on land. They like to live near
fresh water. Today, we read about another amphibian, the salamander.
b. Key Vocabulary:
1. Is a salamander an amphibian? Yes! A salamander is an amphibian just like the
frogs we learned about.
2. A large, round rock is called a ____________ (boulder).
Highlight the Nature Center and the books about Salamanders.
Alright scientists, I challenge you to put the Salamander life cycle cards in the correct order.
This one is tricky!
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N. America, Part 3 – Animals of N. America (Amphibians)
Book 19: The Salamander Room by Anne Mazer

Re-Read & Activity - Retell
Materials: Book with post-it notes on key pages for retell.
Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
We have already read this story. Can someone please raise their hand and tell me one thing they remember
about the story?
2. Point out title, author, and illustrator.
3. Tell them this time we are going to read the book again and discuss the story. We are going to read the story
again. As I read, pay close attention to what is happening in the story.
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they may be thinking.
a. Before the first page: Who is this story about?
b. Where does this story take place?
c. How does Brian feel about the salamander?
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. What is the problem in this story? Brian wants to keep the salamander, but his room is not the best place
for a salamander to live.
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Key Vocabulary:
Amphibian- a class of animals that hatch from eggs and live their life on land and water
Salamander- an amphibian with a tail and smooth, shiny skin
Crickets- a small jumping insect that makes a chirping sound
Moss- a small plant that doesn’t have seeds and grows in moist places
Insects- a small animal with 3 pairs of legs and 1 or 2 pairs of wings
Boulders- large, round rock
After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this book? I liked this book
because…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. Who was this story about?
b. How did Brian try and make a nice home for the Salamander?
c. Why can’t Salamanders live in our homes?
d. What do Salamanders need to be happy and live well?
e. What happened at the end of the story?
f. What did Brian’s room become?
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3. Review Key Vocabulary:
Salamanders are a type of __________ (amphibian).
Where do amphibians like to live? Near water and land
4. Complete the follow up activity: Shared Retell
Read the shared retell below but, leave out the underlined word to see if children can provide it. If they can’t
after 3 seconds, your provide it and then re-read the sentence. Show key pictures as you go (put post it notes
to mark 3-5 key pictures).
Shared Retell:
This is a story about a boy who is in the woods and finds a SALAMANDER. He takes the salamander back to
his ROOM. He wants the salamander to be happy so he brings lots of things from the woods into his room. He
brings insects for the salamander to eat and water for the salamander to DRINK. He even brings other
salamanders into his room so the salamander will have FRIENDS to play with. In the end, Brian’s room looks
like the woods!
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N. America, Part 3 – Animals of N. America (Amphibians)
Book 20: Tad by Benji Davies

Materials: book, life cycle of a frog cards
Language
Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Time:
Open Shut Them Notes on Book: This is a story about a little tadpole who takes a bit longer than his friends to
Rhyming Song grow into a frog.
Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands
Give a little Clap
Clap Hands 2
times

Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands

Open, Shut
Them
Open and shut
hands
Lay them in your
lap.
Put hands in lap.

Key Vocabulary: Amphibian, tadpole, murky, life cycle
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the topic.We have been talking about amphibians (am-phib-i-ans). Amphibians
are animals that spend part of the time in water and part on land. They like to live near
fresh water. What animal is an amphibian? (Frog, salamander)
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement. What do you think this story will be about?
(show the cover) Today, we are going to read a story about an amphibian named Tad.
Tad is a tadpole (tad-pole…first part is Tad). Tad takes a little bit longer to grow into a
frog than her brother and sisters. While she is waiting to grow into a frog, she has an
adventure! Do you want to hear about her adventure?
3. Point out the title, author, and illustrator.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. First page- It’s not quite true…she is not a frog yet, right now she is a tadpole.
b. As the other tadpoles are growing: Oh yes, we know that when tadpoles grow into
frogs, they leave the water and go to the land.
c. “Then there was only one” I bet Tad feels scared all alone. Look how the book turned
all dark. It is showing us how Tad is feeling.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
a. Key Content:
1. Why are there fewer and fewer tadpoles? (turning into frogs)
2. Where are all the tadpoles going? (to land)
b. Point out key vocabulary and provide student friendly definitions.
Amphibian- hatch from eggs and live their life on land and water
Tadpole – part of the lifecycle of a frog
Murky – cloudy
Life Cycle – stages of how an animal grows up – from a baby to an adult
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion- did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this book? I
liked this book because…
2. Questions- Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about?
b. What happened to all of Tad’s brothers and sisters?
c. How did Tad feel when she was all alone?
d. At the end, did Tad find her brothers and sisters?
3. Review vocabulary and connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic.
a. Content & Vocab.- In this story Tad grew up from a baby frog into a grown up frog.
The story showed us her life cycle. Let’s look at our life cycle of a frog cards. What
is the first stage of a baby frog? (egg) Then what happens next? (tadpole), Then
what? (froglet)? And finally? (frog). This is the frog’s life cycle.
b. Point out that in the book when Tad was scared and lonely the picture were dark
(show picture). At the end (show last page), how did Tad feel? Look the picture is
happy and colorful. The pictures match how Tad is feeling.
Highlight the Nature Center and the books about Frogs.
Alright scientists, I challenge you to put the Salamander and Frog life cycle cards in the
correct order.
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Wordless Books Small Group Work for the North America Unit
Books in this Unit
1.
2.
3.
4.

A boy, a dog, and a frog
Frog on his own
One frog too many
Gem

Wordless Books General Outline
Skills Targeted: Length of sentences, retelling, explanations, vocabulary, and listening
comprehension, and print/book skills.
Materials: Books and follow up activity
Outline of Activity: Wordless book routine—SAMMY
1. Show children the book, read title & author, and generate excitement
2. Ask “What do you think this book is about?”
3. Model--Read it the first time with the children where you tell the story—
asking a few basic questions as you read.
4. Make sure they understood what happened in the story by asking a few
questions/reviewing: who the characters were, what the problem was that resolved, and
how it ended.
5. Your Turn: Read the story again, this time letting the children tell the story.
Provide prompts as needed—what is happening on this page? Who is that? How did the
story end? Have the child complete your sentence--The girl and the boy became
____(friends).
6. After Reading Activity.
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A boy, a dog and a frog
Skills Targeted: Length of sentences, retelling, explanations, vocabulary, and listening
Comprehension. Print/Book Skills
Materials: Story cards & book-A boy, a dog, and a frog by Mercer and Marianna Mayer
Story Synopsis: A young boy goes to the water with a net, a bucket, and his dog. He spots a frog. He
tries a variety of ways to catch the frog but none are successful. He goes home very sad and without the
frog. He doesn’t notice but the frog follows him home and joins him in the bathtub.
Outline of Activity: Wordless book routine—SAMMY
1. Show children the book, read title & author, and generate excitement by pointing out the
interesting trees and the path the boy and his pets are walking on.
2. Ask What do you think this book is about? Point out the way the boy is hanging over the
water. Ask, What is the boy reaching for? Say, The boy is reaching toward the frog. I wonder
what this book will be about.
3. Model - Read it the first time with the children where you tell the story—
asking a few basic questions as you read. What is the boy holding in his hand? Did the boy catch
the frog? Look at the frog’s face. How does he feel?
4. Make sure they understood what happened in the story by asking a few
questions/reviewing. Why did the boy go to the water? Did the boy get what he wanted? How
did the boy feel when he went home? Who came to see the boy when he was taking a bath?
5. Your Turn: Read the story again, this time letting the children tell the story.
Provide prompts as needed. This (pointing to the picture) is called a net. What is the boy doing
with the net? Oh no! The boy fell in the ____. (Allow the children time to fill in the word
“water.”
6. After Reading Activity— Story sequencing. Set out the story picture cards. Encourage the
children to tell what is happening in each picture. Ask the children Which picture shows what
happened at the beginning of the story? Which picture shows what happened next? What
happened last? Put the picture cards in sequential order.
Differentiation:
Children Who Need a Challenge: Ask the children to put the story pictures in sequential order
without much direction. Encourage the children to use complete sentences to describe what is
happening in each picture.
Children Who Need Support: Give prompt to help the children describe what is happening in
each picture. Guide the children through putting the pictures into sequential order.
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Frog on his own
Skills Targeted: Length of sentences, retelling, explanations, vocabulary, listening
Comprehension, and print/book skills.
Materials: Book-frog on his own by Mercer and Marianna Mayer
Story Synopsis: A young boy goes to the city park with his pet dog. He carries his pet turtle and frog
in a bucket. The frog hops out of the bucket and waves as the others walk away. They don’t notice that
he’s missing. The frog hops around the park and notices a variety of people. As he tries to join in with
the people, he repeatedly startles and upsets them. Finally, a pet cat gets upset with him for jumping
into a baby carriage. The boy and other pets arrive just as the cat pins the frog to the ground. The boy
and his pets scare the cat off and happily reunite with the frog.
Outline of Activity: Wordless book routine—SAMMY
1. Show children the book, read title & author, and generate excitement by pointing out the
interesting trees and the path the boy and his pets are walking on.
2. Ask What do you think this book is about? Say, The boy and his dog and turtle are walking this
way, but his pet frog is sitting way over here. What do you think will happen in this story?
3. Model--Read it the first time with the children where you tell the story—
asking a few basic questions as you read. Where is the frog? How do these people feel about the
frog interrupting their picnic?
4. Make sure they understood what happened in the story by asking a few questions/reviewing. Did
the frog stay with the boy and the other pets at the park? What did the frog do at the park?
5. Your Turn: Read the story again, this time letting the children tell the story.
Provide prompts as needed. The frog climbed into their _____. Children fill in the word “picnic
basket.” The couple was so startled and angry!
6. After Reading Activity— What is the setting of this story? Explain that the word “setting” means
where the story happened. Tell the children that you are going to look through the pictures one more
time for clues that tell where the story happened. Looking through the book, point out clues. Look!
They’re having a picnic. Encourage the children to point out clues to the setting. After finding a
few clues, ask the children if they know where the story took place. Show the children the very first
picture in the book where the boy is next to a sign saying “City Park” to confirm.
Differentiation:
Children Who Need a Challenge: After explaining the meaning of the word “setting,” ask the children if
they have any idea where the story happened. If they are unsure, or can’t tell you that it happened in a
park, then guide them through finding clues about the setting in the story pictures.
Children Who Need Support: After explaining the meaning of the word “setting,” point out some of the
clues to the setting by flipping through the book. Look! They’re having a picnic. This story happened
in a place where people have picnics. I see trees. The story happened in a place where there are lots of
trees. This boy is playing near water. This story happened in a place where kids can play near water.
Guide the children to the understanding that this story happened in a park. Show the children the very
first picture that shows the boy next to the City Park sign.
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One frog too many

Skills Targeted: Length of sentences, retelling, explanations, vocabulary, listening
Comprehension, and print/book skills.
Materials: One frog too many by Mercer and Marianna Mayer, tag for marking a page for later
discussion
Story Synopsis: A young boy receives a gift. Inside is a small frog. The boy’s other pets, a dog and
turtle are happy with the frog. However, the boy’s older frog is unhappy. As the boy takes his pets on
an adventure, the larger frog tries to get rid of the younger frog, repeatedly pushing him away. While
the boy and his pets are on a small boat, the larger frog kicks the newer frog out of the boat. The newer,
younger frog gets lost. The boy and his other pets are sad. They look for the young frog but can’t find
him. They are very upset with the older frog and go home to cry. The younger frog finds his way home
and jumps into the boy’s bedroom window. Everyone is happy to see the little frog, including the older
frog.
Outline of Activity: Wordless book routine—SAMMY
1. Show children the book, read title & author, and generate excitement by pointing out the boy
and his pets.
2. Ask What do you think this book is about? Say, Look at the faces in this picture. I’m seeing
lots of feelings. Do you see a character that looks angry? Do you see a character that looks
shocked? Do you see a character that looks scared? I wonder why these characters feel this
way.
3. Model--Read it the first time with the children where you tell the story—
asking a few basic questions as you read. What was in the boy’s gift? What did the big
frog do? Be certain to refer to each character by name. Do not exclusively use the
collective word “pets.” Instead say, “The dog, the turtle, the big frog, and the little frog.”
4. Make sure they understood what happened in the story by asking a few
questions/reviewing. Did all the pets like the new frog? What did the big frog keep doing
to the little frog? What happened when they were all on the boat together?
5. Your Turn: Read the story again, this time letting the children tell the story.
Provide prompts as needed—Where are they going? What is the big frog doing?
6. After Reading Activity— Who was in the story? Ask the children to name the characters in
the book.
Differentiation:
Children Who Need a Challenge: Encourage the children to name all of the characters (the
boy, the dog, the turtle, the bigger frog, and the smaller frog) without any picture clues.
Children Who Need Support: Turn to the page where all of the characters are on the boat.
Ask the children to name each character. Point to them one by one and provide the names, if
needed. Children should then repeat the character name after you.
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GEM
I Walk with Vanessa
Skills Targeted: Length of sentences, retelling, explanations, vocabulary, listening
Comprehension, and print/book skills.
Materials: Gem by Holly Hobbie
Story Synopsis: A toad digs his way up from the earth and hops around exploring a garden in
someone’s yard. While exploring he nearly gets run over by a car tire, but he escapes and continues to
hop along a dirt road. The toad sees another toad and sings to her. Soon they have baby toads all
around them. While hiding from a hawk that wants to eat him, the toad sees a young girl. The girl spots
the toad and peacefully observes him in the garden.
Outline of Activity: Wordless book routine—SAMMY
1. Show children the book, read title & author, and generate excitement by pointing out the toad
on the cover.
2. Ask What do you think this book is about? Say, This animal is called a toad. The word gem
means something special. I wonder what this story will be about?
3. Model--Read it the first time with the children where you tell the story—
asking a few basic questions as you read. What is this animal called? What does the toad
see? What is the toad doing?
4. Make sure they understood what happened in the story by asking a few
questions/reviewing. What did the toad see in the garden? What scared the toad?
5. Your Turn: Read the story again, this time letting the children tell the story.
Provide prompts as needed. Oh no! The toad almost got hit by a __________. The
children fill in the sentence with the word car. The toad sees another toad. What is he
doing?
6. After Reading Activity— Answer a basic comprehension/memory question. Tell me one
thing that happened to the toad in this story.
Differentiation:
Children Who Need a Challenge: Encourage the children to expand their sentence telling
about one thing that happened to the toad in the story. What is one thing that happened in the
story? If the child says, “Went on the road,” encourage the child to tell you more. Who went on
the road? Yes, the toad went on the road. What happened to the toad when it was on the road?
Children Who Need Support: Before children take their turn telling the story, explain that you
are going to ask them to tell you one thing the toad did in the story after their retelling. Pay close
attention to the toad when you are telling the story. When you are done telling the story, I will
ask you to tell me one thing the toad did. As the children are retelling the story, point out the
things the toad is doing.
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Small Group Math Instruction – North America Unit
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General Math Resource – Number Chart
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Materials






Book
Forest animals manipulatives
Forest animal pictures
Math cards (numbers & symbols)
Number chart & counters

Ten on the Sled – Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting
Counting & Number Recognition
More Than/Less Than/Equal To
Quantity Comparisons
Number-After Knowledge
Addition
Subtraction

Developmental Progression for Number Knowledge

Developmental Progression

Small Number Recognition (1-3)

Object Counting

Enjoyment
of Math!

Quantity Compasrisons
Number-After Knowledge
Number Comparisons

Language of
Math

Addition

Subtraction
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Book 3- Ten on the Sled - Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting – Quantities of 1 - 3
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about (show book). Remind them that there were
numbers in this book. "Numbers tell us how many there is of something."
2. Say, "Sometimes when there is a really small group of things, I don't even need to count them to know
how many are there. I can just look and tell how many.”
3. Demonstrate by setting out a small group of 1-3 manipulatives on the sled picture card, name the quantity
and then check your work by counting the items. Add the correct number card to label the quantity.
4. Continue to set out small groups and encourage the children to quickly name the quantity without
counting, check the work by counting the items together, and labeling the quantity with the number card.
Easy- Stay with 1 vs. 2 until they have this solid and without help. Start by having the children who are hesitant to
repeat the number after you. Then put the same quantity down for them to state the quantity. Repeat 1 vs 2 many
times so children practice saying each number multiple times.
Medium- Follow the procedure outlined above.
Hard- Move quickly and encourage the children to set out their own group to try to trick the teacher. The child sets
out a small group of 1-3, the teacher names the quantity (sometimes correctly, sometimes not) and the child tells if the
teacher is correct. Once they can do this, move on to larger quantities of 4-6.

Counting and Number Recognition
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Remind them that there were numbers in
this book. Say, "Numbers tell us how many." Show them your number cards and say I have some
number cards right here. As we read the book, I will put out the number card to match the numbers
talked about in the book.
2. Read the book again (or just look for the numbers on each page) emphasizing the numbers written in the
book. Lay out the appropriate number card for each page.
3. Set out the animal manipulatives and tell them: We are going to play a game where we will count the
animals and then find the number card that tells how many animals there are in each group. Let’s start
with this many animals. Put three animals out, count the animals together, and match the correct number
card 3.
4. Repeat with different amounts.
For extra guidance: Encourage the child to count with you. For a challenge: Encourage the child to count alone.
Easy- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-5 and manipulatives in groups of 1-5.
Medium- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-10 and manipulatives in groups of 1-10.
Hard- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 10-20 and manipulatives in groups of 10-20.
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More Than, Less Than, Equal To
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out two groups of animal manipulatives (1-10) one clearly smaller (2 animals) and one clearly bigger (5).
3. Explain. "Today we are going to play a game with groups of animals called more than, less than, and equal to.
We will say more than for the group that has more—is the bigger group, less for the group that is smallest (has
less) and equal to means the groups are the same—they have the same number of animals”
4. Count each group of animals.
5. Point out which group is biggest and smallest. The group that has 5 animals is bigger, it has more than the group
that has 2 animals. Which group is the bigger group? Let’s say this group with 5 (point) has more anmals than
this group 3 (point). 5 is more than 3.”
6. Repeat this many times, encouraging children to tell which group has more than the other and which has less than
the other. Be sure to create equal groups as well and explain that we say "equal" when the groups have the same
number. Encourage the children to say the sentence: This group is greater than/less than/equal to this group.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you (heavy modeling). Use sets with 1-5 times and start
with simply asking which is bigger vs. smaller with clearly bigger and smaller items.
Hard- Give the children the opportunity to "be the teacher" by creating two groups and telling which is greater than or
less than. Use larger groups of 10-20 if children have mastered counting objects that high.

Number-After Knowledge
Part 1
1. Show children the Number Chart, pointing to the number list at the bottom. “Here is a list of our numbers from 1
to 10. Let’s all say them in order together 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 – 5 – 6 – 7 – 8 – 9 – 10. Great! We all just counted to 10.
Do this a couple times until they all can do it clearly.
2. Pointing to the number 1 ask the children what number comes next, what number comes after 1. Point to the
number 3 and ask what comes next. If they cannot tell you, start at number 1 and count up to 4 and point out 4
comes next. Do this for a variety of numbers (1-5), pointing each time as you ask. Once they have this down, ask
them without pointing to the number – what number comes after _____? Once they can do this for 1-5 move on to
part 2 and add numbers 6-10 in part 1.
Part 2
1. Give each child a number chart and a set of 6 counters (enough to make numbers 1-3 initially).
2. Tell them “we are going to put the number of counters to represent each number.” Point to the number 1, how
many counters do we need to show 1? Yes one. Let’s place the counter above the number 1. Have each child
place one counter above the number 1. Do the same thing for numbers 2 and 3.
3. Ask them questions comparing the numbers 1 – 3. Which number is bigger, 2 or 3? Yes, look 3 has more counters,
3 is more than/bigger than 2.
4. Point out that each number is one more than the number before it. 2 is one more than 1, 3 is one more than 2—show
this with the counters.
As children are ready, repeat these steps with numbers 1-5 and then 4-6
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Addition
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out two groups of manipulatives (a group of 2 and a group of 1).
3. Explain, "Today we are going to do addition. Addition means putting together. When we add things
together they get bigger"
4. Count each group of manipulatives and place the matching numeral cards below the groups.
5. Say, "Now we are going to find out how many there are altogether. We are going to add these groups."
Show the addition card. This symbol means addition and we say plus when we read it. Place the addition
sign between the two numeral card and the equals sign after. Point to equal sign -- This symbol means
equals, the number all together.
6. Count the groups with the children. Place the matching numeral card for the sum at the end of the equation
7. Read the whole equation, encouraging children to read with you. “Two plus one equals three.”
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts with sums of 2 - 5.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you. For example, "This groups has 2. How many? Yes,
2. This group has 1. How many? Yes, 1. When I add them together. I get (point to each manipulative as you count)
1, 2, 3. How many? Yes, 3. Two plus one equals 3. Say that with me again."
*Use small groups with sums up to 5. *Do not use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with sums up to 10.

Subtraction
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out one group of manipulatives with up to 5 manipulatives. Explain, "Today we are going to do
subtraction. Subtraction means taking away. When we subtract something, it gets smaller"
3. Count the manipulatives with the children and place the matching numeral card under the group.
4. Place the subtraction sign to the right of the numeral card and say, "This symbol means subtraction, we
say minus when we read it. Now we are going to subtract or take away."
5. Tell the children how many you will be subtracting and place the matching numeral card to the right of
the subtraction sign and the equals sign after that. “Let’s take away 2 animals.”
6. Encourage the children to count with you as you take away that amount of manipulatives.
7. Say, "How many are left now?"
8. Count the remainder together and place the matching numeral card after the equals sign.
9. Read the whole equation. Five minus two equals 3.
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts and differences up to 10.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you *Use small groups with differences up to 5. *Do not
use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with differences up to 20.
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Book 3- Ten on the Sled Math Manipulatives
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Materials
 Book
 crocodile manipulatives
 Math cards (numbers & symbols)
 Number chart & counters

Counting Crocodiles – Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting
Counting & Number Recognition
More Than/Less Than/Equal To
Quantity Comparisons
Number-After Knowledge
Addition and Subtraction

Patterns – Recognizing & Extending, Creating

Developmental Progression for Number Knowledge

Developmental Progression

Small Number Recognition (1-3)

Object Counting

Enjoyment
of Math!

Quantity Compasrisons
Number-After Knowledge
Number Comparisons

Language of
Math

Addition

Subtraction
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Book 12- Counting Crocodiles - Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting – Quantities of 1 - 3
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about (show book). Remind them that there were
numbers in this book. "Numbers tell us how many there is of something."
2. Say, "Sometimes when there is a really small group of things, I don't even need to count them to know
how many are there. I can just look and tell how many.”
3. Demonstrate by setting out a small group of 1-3 manipulatives, name the quantity and then check your
work by counting the items. Add the correct number card to label the quantity.
4. Continue to set out small groups and encourage the children to quickly name the quantity without
counting, check the work by counting the items together, and labeling the quantity with the number card.
Easy- Stay with 1 vs. 2 until they have this solid and without help. Start by having the children who are hesitant to
repeat the number after you. Then put the same quantity down for them to state the quantity. Repeat 1 vs 2 many
times so children practice saying each number multiple times.
Medium- Follow the procedure outlined above.
Hard- Move quickly and encourage the children to set out their own group to try to trick the teacher. The child sets
out a small group of 1-3, the teacher names the quantity (sometimes correctly, sometimes not) and the child tells if the
teacher is correct. Once they can do this, move on to larger quantities of 4-6.

Counting and Number Recognition
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Remind them that there were numbers in
this book. Say, "Numbers tell us how many." Show them your number cards and say I have some
number cards right here. As we read the book, I will put out the number card to match the numbers
talked about in the book.
2. Read the book again (or just look for the numbers on each page) emphasizing the numbers written in the
book. Lay out the appropriate number card for each page.
3. Set out the crocodile manipulatives and tell them: We are going to play a game where we will count the
crocodiles and then find the number card that tells how many crocodiles there are in each group. Let’s
start with this many crocodiles. Put 3 crocodiles out, count them together, and match the correct number
card 3.
4. Repeat with different amounts.
For extra guidance: Encourage the child to count with you. For a challenge: Encourage the child to count alone.
Easy- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-5 and manipulatives in groups of 1-5.
Medium- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-10 and manipulatives in groups of 1-10.
Hard- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 10-20 and manipulatives in groups of 10-20.
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More Than, Less Than, Equal To
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out two groups of crocodile manipulatives (1-10) one clearly smaller (2) and one clearly bigger (5 crocodiles)
3. Explain. "Today we are going to play a game with groups of crocodiles called more than, less than, and equal to.
We will say more than for the group that has more—the bigger group, less for the group that is smallest (has
less) and equal to means the groups are the same—they have the same number of crocodiles”
4. Count each group of crocodiles.
5. Point out which group is biggest and smallest. The group that has 5 crocodiles is bigger, it has more than the
group that has 2 crocodiles. Which group is the bigger group? Let’s say this group with 5 (point) has more
crocodiles than this group 3 (point). 5 is more than 3.”
6. Repeat this many times, encouraging children to tell which group has more than the other and which has less than
the other. Be sure to create equal groups as well and explain that we say "equal" when the groups have the same
number. Encourage the children to say the sentence: This group is greater than/less than/equal to this group.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you (heavy modeling). Use sets with 1-5 times and start
with simply asking which is bigger vs. smaller with clearly bigger and smaller items.
Hard- Give the children the opportunity to "be the teacher" by creating two groups and telling which is greater than or
less than. Use larger groups of 10-20 if children have mastered counting objects that high.
Number-After Knowledge
Part 1
1. Show children the Number Chart, pointing to the number list at the bottom. “Here is a list of our numbers from 1 to
10. Let’s all say them in order together 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 – 5 – 6 – 7 – 8 – 9 – 10. Great! We all just counted to 10. Do
this a couple times until they all can do it clearly.
2. Pointing to the number 1 ask the children what number comes next, what number comes after 1. Point to the
number 3 and ask what comes next. If they cannot tell you, start at number 1 and count up to 4 and point out 4 comes
next. Do this for a variety of numbers (1-5), pointing each time as you ask. Once they have this down, ask them
without pointing to the number – what number comes after _____? Once they can do this for 1-5 move on to part 2
and add numbers 6-10 in part 1.
Part 2
1. Give each child a number chart and a set of 6 counters (enough to make numbers 1-3 initially).
2. Tell them “we are going to put the number of counters to represent each number.” Point to the number 1, how
many counters do we need to show 1? Yes one. Let’s place the counter above the number 1. Have each child
place one counter above the number 1. Do the same thing for numbers 2 and 3.
3. Ask them questions comparing the numbers 1 – 3. Which number is bigger, 2 or 3? Yes, look 3 has more counters,
3 is more than/bigger than 2.
4. Point out that each number is one more than the number before it. 2 is one more than 1, 3 is one more than 2—show
this with the counters.
As children are ready, repeat these steps with numbers 1-5 and then 4-6
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Addition
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out two groups of manipulatives (a group of 2 and a group of 1).
3. Explain, "Today we are going to do addition. Addition means putting together. When we add things
together they get bigger"
4. Count each group of manipulatives and place the matching numeral cards below the groups.
5. Say, "Now we are going to find out how many there are altogether. We are going to add these groups."
Show the addition card. This symbol means addition and we say plus when we read it. Place the addition
sign between the two numeral card and the equals sign after. Point to equal sign -- This symbol means
equals, the number all together.
6. Count the groups with the children. Place the matching numeral card for the sum at the end of the equation
7. Read the whole equation, encouraging children to read with you. “Two plus one equals three.”
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts with sums of 2 - 5.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you. For example, "This groups has 2. How many? Yes,
2. This group has 1. How many? Yes, 1. When I add them together. I get (point to each manipulative as you
count) 1, 2, 3. How many? Yes, 3. Two plus one equals 3. Say that with me again."
*Use small groups with sums up to 5. *Do not use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with sums up to 10.

Subtraction
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out one group of manipulatives with up to 5 manipulatives. Explain, "Today we are going to do
subtraction. Subtraction means taking away. When we subtract something, it gets smaller"
3. Count the manipulatives with the children and place the matching numeral card under the group.
4. Place the subtraction sign to the right of the numeral card and say, "This symbol means subtraction, we
say minus when we read it. Now we are going to subtract or take away."
5. Tell the children how many you will be subtracting and place the matching numeral card to the right of
the subtraction sign and the equals sign after that. “Let’s take away 2 crocodiles.”
6. Encourage the children to count with you as you take away that amount of manipulatives.
7. Say, "How many are left now?"
8. Count the remainder together and place the matching numeral card after the equals sign.
9. Read the whole equation. Five minus two equals 3.
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts and differences up to 10.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you *Use small groups with differences up to 5. *Do not
use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with differences up to 20.
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Recognizing and Extending Patterns
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book is about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Explain that “today we are going to be learning about patterns. Patterns repeat over and over.”
3. Using the crocodiles, create the start of a simple pattern and read it aloud to the children. “Green crocodile, black
crocodile, green, black, Ask, "What comes next in my pattern?"
4. Allow the children to add the next crocodile in the pattern.
5. Read the completed pattern.
Repeat many times with a variety of increasingly difficult, but still simple patterns. AABAA or ABBA or
AABB, ABCABC patterns are all appropriate.

Easy- Follow the steps outlined above but move slowly. Build the simple AB patter a couple times. Encourage the
children to read the pattern with you before telling what comes next.

Hard- Follow the steps above in Outline (Medium) but move quickly. Encourage the children to read the patterns
independently before extending them. Use more complex patterns from the onset. Consider using a growing pattern
like AB, AAB, AAAB.

Creating Patterns
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book is about. Have a brief discussion
2. Explain that “today we are going to be making patterns. Patterns repeat over and over.”
3. Create the AB simple pattern and read it aloud to the children. "Green crocodile, black crocodile, green, black,"
Create a few more patterns as models for the children.
4. Tell the children, "Now, it is your turn to make a pattern." Encourage the children to create a pattern.
5. Read the completed pattern.
Repeat many times, encouraging children to create more complex, but still simple, patterns. AABA or ABBA or
AABB patterns are all appropriate.

Easy- Follow the steps outlined above but move slowly. Use very simple AB patterns. Create a few patterns first
before encouraging children to create their own.

Hard- Follow the steps above in Outline (Medium) but move quickly. Create just one or two model patterns before
asking children to create their own. Encourage children to use more complex patterns from the onset. Consider using
a growing pattern like AB, AAB, AAAB.
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