Unit 7: Africa
Circle Time, Small Group, & Centers
Knowledge Building Targets
1. The Earth is our planet
2. Maps and globes
3. Continents and water
4. Africa is a continent
5. Countries of Africa: Kenya
6. Animals of Africa and where they live:
a. Elephants, lions
b. Savannah, jungle, desert
7. Scientists and what they do
8. Famous scientist: Jane Goodall
9. Engaging in play with peers: wild animal
vet

Oral Language Skill Targets
1. Answering questions
2. Stating an opinion
3. Academic vocabulary4. Story vocabulary- author, illustrator, title,
character (who), setting (where)
5. Length of sentences
6. Extended decontextualized accounts,
explanations, and narratives
7. Retelling/summarizing
8. Fluency

Early Literacy Skills
1. Print/book skills: title, author,
directionality
2. Listening comprehension
a. Answering key questions (focus on
who, when, what questions)
b. Memory for events
c. Retelling
3. Sequencing of events
4. Fiction vs. nonfiction
5. Writing skills
a. Prewriting strokes
b. Letter formation
c. Shared writing
d. Following directions
6. Early writing through crafts
7. What is a glossary and how it works

Math Skills
1. Small number recognition without
counting
2. Counting
3. Number Recognition
4. More than, less than, equal to
5. Number-after knowledge
6. Number comparisons
7. Number-after equals one more
8. Addition
9. Subtraction
10. Patterns
11. Story problems
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Unit 7: Africa
Overview
Overview of Part 1—Continent of Africa, Countries, & People
Book 1
Book: Africa by
Rebecca Hirsch

Book 2
Book: Let’s
Explore Kenya by
Elle Parkes

Book 3
Book: Papa, Do
You Love Me? by
Barbara M. Joosse

Book 4
Book: My Painted
House, My
Friendly Chicken,
and Me by Maya
Angelou

Book 5
Book: We’re
Sailing Down the
Nile by Laurie
Krebs

Overview of Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitats (general)
Book 7
Book 8
Book 9
Book: Bringing the Rain to
Kapiti Plain by Verna
Aardema

Book: One Day on Our Blue
Planet…In the Savannah by
Ella Bailey

Book 6
Book: My Africa
Vacation by Ozi
Okaro

Book 10

Book: Here is the African
Savanna by Madeline
Dunphy

Book: Over in the
Grasslands On an African
Savanna by Marianne
Berkes

Book 11

Book 12

Book 13

Book 14

Book: Give Up,
Gecko! A Folktale
from Uganda by
Margaret Read
MacDonald

Book: Starry Safari by
Linda Ashman

Book: Remy The Rhino Learns
Patience by Andy McGuire

Book: We All Went on Safari by
Laurie Krebs

Overview of Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal: Elephants, Camels, Lions, Hippos
Book 15
Books: Baby Elephant Joins the
Herd by American Museum of
Natural History

Book 18
Book: Lions by Amy Sky
Koster (Nat. Geo)

Book 16
Book: Roar: A Noisy Counting Book
by Pamela Duncan Edwards

Book 19
Book: Little Red and the Very
Hungry Lion by Alex T. Smith

Book 17
Book: I Love My Mama
by Peter Kavanagh

Book 20
Book: Big Little Hippo by Valeri
Gorbachev

Overview of Part 4—A Scientist Who Worked in Africa (Jane Goodall)
Book 21
Books: Me…Jane by Patrick McDonnell
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Wordless Books
1. Mama by Jeanette Winter
2. The Lion and the Mouse by Jerry Pinkney
3. Draw! by Raul Colon
New Center Materials
Dramatic Play- African Wildlife Vet
Elephant family figurines
African animals stuffed animals
Baby African animal figurines

Library
A is for Africa
National Geographic Kids- Lions
National Geographic Kids-Tigers
National Geographic Kids-Elephants
National Geographic Kids- Giraffes
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Material List for Unit 7 – Africa

Whole Group Reading
Books
Africa by Rebecca Hirsch
Baby Elephant Joins the Herd by the American Museum of National History
Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain by Verna Aardema
Give Up, Gecko! A Folktale from Uganda by Margaret Read MacDonald
Here is the African Savannah by Madeline Dunphy
I Love My Mama by Peter Kavanagh
Let’s Explore Kenya by Elle Parkes
Lions (Explore My World: Lions) by Amy Sky Koster
Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion by Alex T. Smith
Me…Jane by Patrick McDonnell
My Africa Vacation by Ozi Okaro
My Painted House, My Friendly Chicken, and Me by Maya Angelou
One Day on Our Blue Planet…In the Savannah by Ella Bailey
Papa, Do You Love Me? By Barbara M. Joosse
Remy the Rhino Learns Patience by Andy McGuire
Starry Safari by Linda Ashman
We’re Sailing Down the Nile by Laurie Krebs
Over in the Grasslands on an African Savannah by Marianne Berkes
Roar: A Noisy Counting Book by Pamela Duncan Edwards
We All Went on Safari by Laurie Krebs
Big Little Hippo by Valeri Gorbachev

Cost
$4.35
$10.81
$6.19
$8.50
$9.90
$18.76
$8.99
$4.99
$13.67
$11.99
$8.99
$6.99
$11.82
$12.43
$11.87
$5.32
$7.58
$8.07
$11.98
$6.88
$7.95
$198.03

Wordless Books
Mama by Jeanette Winter
The Lion and the Mouse by Jerry Pinkney
Draw! by Raul Colon

$5.60
$11.99
$10.19

Total Circle Time Book Cost

$225.81

Craft Supplies (Overall cost is affected by amount needed and if supplies are already available.)
Item
Cost
Colorful Pony Beads
$6.99
Elastic String
$7.99
White Paper Plates
$3.99
Sponge Foam Brush
$8.99
Large Googly Eyes
$6.95
Thick Popsicle Sticks
$7.49
Total Craft Supplies Cost
$42.40
Total Unit Cost (Without Center) = $268.21
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Dramatic Play- African Wildlife Vet
Unit 2- Vet tools, costume, x-rays, etc
Unit 3- Naturalist costume
Elephant family figurines
African animals stuffed animals
Baby African animal figurines
Picture cards to match baby animal figurines
National Geographic Kids- Lions
National Geographic Kids-Tigers
National Geographic Kids- Giraffes
National Geographic Kids- Elephants
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Cost
--------------------$11.99
$18.99
$23.99
---------$3.99
$4.99
$3.99
$4.99

Unit 7: Africa
Wildlife Veterinarian Clinic

Purpose: Promote creative play, exploration and experimentation, and oral
language skills.

How it Works:
❖ First introduced in Unit 2—Veterinarian Clinic. Now, with an African animals wildlife theme
❖ Introduce after BOOK 8- One Day On our Blue Planet…In The Savannah
❖ In the dramatic play center set up a wildlife vet clinic. Using a combination of new and previously used
materials.
o Bring out previous materials:
▪ From the Kindness Dramatic Play Center: vet tools, vet costume, x-rays, etc.
▪ From the North America Dramatic Play Center: naturalist costume
o Add new:
▪ Elephant family figurines
▪ African animals stuffed animals set (remove polar bear)
• Non-fiction books related to these animals for pretending to look up information
▪ Baby African animals figurines and matching picture cards for object to picture matching
game
Item

Website/Name

Cost

Elephant family figurines

Amazon/Terra by Battat- African Elephant Family

$11.99

African animals stuffed animals

Amazon/Five Cute Little Five Inch Plus Animals
(remove polar bear from set)

$18.99

Non-fiction book: Lion

Amazon/National Geographic Kids Lions

$3.99

Non-fiction book: Tigers

Amazon/National Geographic Kids Tigers

$4.99

Non-fiction book: Elephants

Amazon/National Geographic Kids Elephants

$4.99

Non-fiction book: Giraffes

Amazon/National Geographic Kids Giraffes

$3.99

Baby African animal figurines

Amazon/16pcs baby safari animals figures

$23.99

8
Copyright © Dr. Amy Murdoch, 2019
Murdoch, Warburg, & Corbo, Mount St. Joseph University, 3/2022

9
Copyright © Dr. Amy Murdoch, 2019
Murdoch, Warburg, & Corbo, Mount St. Joseph University, 3/2022

Unit 7: Africa
Outline of Each Day’s Circle Time
Whole Group Circle Time—Basic Outline
1. Gathering Together (2 min): ABC Song to call student to circle.
2. Language Time! (3 min) – Nursery Rhyme, Finger Play, Song, Poem
3. Learning New Things (10 min)
a. Topic discussion for the week
b. Story & Discussion Using 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
4. Highlight Center Where You Can Learn More
*Remember to try and read the story a 2nd time either whole group or in small groups throughout the day.
The 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine – Ideally Read Two Times
1st Read – Focus on Listening to the Story—Whole Group Story Time
1. Before:
1. Introduce the story to generate excitement.
2. Point out the title & author.
3. State what we think this story will be about.
2. During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so children can get a sense of the full story.
2. Model Thinking Aloud.
3. Draw children’s attention to key story elements: characters, setting, the problem, etc.
3. After:
1. Ask for their opinion.
2. Ask a few basic understanding questions.
3. Do a guided retell.
2nd Read – Discuss Together—Recommended as a Small Group Follow Up
1. Before:
1. Ask what this story is about.
2. Point out the title & author.
3. Tell the children this time we are going to read and discuss the story, so be ready for some
questions.
2. During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they might be thinking.
3. Ask questions about key story elements: characters, setting, the problem, etc.
3. After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
3. Do a follow up activity (craft).
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Shared Writing Experience - Basic Outline
Exposing children to print at an early age is helpful in many aspects of learning to read. The Shared Writing
Routine is done across a number of books (not all) in each Unit at least once a week.
Goals of the Shared Writing experience:
• Meaningful exposure of children to print, helping them understand that print carries meaning,
• Demonstration of the process of transcribing speech to print,
• Highlighting of specific letter-sound relationships and conventions of writing.
When planning Shared Writing experiences, make sure to keep the following in mind:
1. Facilitate the production of a topical message that is reflective of your current Project Ready! theme.
Make sure this message incorporates target vocabulary and current theme.
2. Keep sentences constructed short (5-7 words) and the total text brief (2-4 sentences).
3. When gathering input from children regarding the written message construction, “recast” the messages
to ensure that they are clear and reflect content from the theme. This “recasting” requires restating
students’ input into clear and grammatically standard statements.
You can use this Shared Writing Preparation Template to prepare for a shared writing experience:
1. Topic of Message: (to be reflected in the first and last sentence):
Plan your topic sentence or the topic that you will communicate in the first sentence.

Vocabulary word(s) to include:
Include a word or words that have been highlighted in the 1, 2, 3 Shared Reading Routine.

Specific letter(s) or conventions to highlight:
This could include attention to spaces between words, directionality, punctuation, capital letters, and sentence types.
2. Plan your sentences. Often you will follow this pattern:
Topic Detail Detail Detail Concluding

The Shared Writing Routine utilizes these three steps repeatedly for each sentence written together:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence,
highlighting the vocabulary and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
There are four different types of writing highlighted across the curriculum
1. Tell a Story
2. Express Ideas
3. Share Information
4. Discuss & Respond to Questions
With most writing teachers should facilitate the development of a paragraph structure including an introductory
(topic) sentence, followed by details, and finished with a “wrap up” (concluding) sentence. By continually
modeling the basic paragraph structure, a foundation for this type of organization within children’s writing is
established.
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Africa, Part 1—Continent of Africa, Countries & People

Book 1: Africa
Materials Needed: Globe, Map, Book: Africa

Language Time:

Learning New Things
Notes on Book: This book is non-fiction and introduces young children to Africa.

African Animals
Start Standing
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above
head and stand on
tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks are
big and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands together,
swaying
Zebras have stripes
and can gallop away
Gallop in place
While monkeys in the
trees do sway
Sway back and forth
Old crocodile swims
in the pool so deep
Make swimming
motions with hands
Or lies in the sun and
goes to sleep
Sit on the carpet, fold
hands together and
put head on hands to
“sleep”

Key Vocabulary: Africa, continent, desert, savanna, rainforest
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about how Earth is made up of 7 big parts of land called
continents. Have children clap the syllables in the word continents. Let’s clap that
big word to help us remember it, con-tin-ents. We started our exploration of the
world with learning all about North America, that is the continent (clap again), we
live on. Point it out on the globe and map. Then, we talked about South America
(point it out on the globe and map).
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
Today, we are going to start exploring a new part of the world. We are going to
explore the continent of Africa. Show them Africa on the globe & map of the world.
We are going to learn about places, people and the animals that live in Africa.
Today’s book will be filled with pictures that were taken in Africa. This book will
teach us lots of new information!
3. Point out the title and author
Africa is the title of the story. The author of this story is Rebecca Hirsch. Remember,
the author is the person who writes the story. Rebecca Hirsch also wrote a book
about South America that we read.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Clap the words continent (con-tin-ent) and Africa (Af-ri-ca) when they come
up to help them remember the new vocabulary and work on Phonological
Awareness
b. Point out the different habitats that we have talked about in previous units—
Deserts, rainforests. We find these in Africa too!
c. Point out the NEW habitat—the savanna. It is open and grassy. Lots of
animals live here.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child
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friendly definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Africa= one of the 7 continents. It is the second largest continent.
Continent= 7 large land areas
Desert= a place with little rain and extreme temperatures. We
learned about the desert when we studied North America.
Savanna= a flat, grassy land area with few trees and lots of animals
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was one thing you
learned from this book? One thing I learned…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What are some of the places in Africa that we learned about in this book?
(show pictures as needed: desert, rainforest, savannah, city of Cairo)
b. What are some of the animals that live in Africa? (show them pictures)
c. Over the next few weeks we will continue learning all about the continent of
Africa!
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the
topic (2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. Africa is one of the 7 _____________ (continents).
b. Cairo is the largest ______________ (city) in Africa.
c. The large, open, grassy areas in Africa are called ________ (savannas).
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Africa, Part 1—Continent of Africa, Countries, & People

Book 2: Let’s Explore Kenya
Materials Needed: book, globe or map

Language Time:
African Animals

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is a nonfiction book with simple text and beautiful photographs.
On many pages there are questions to spark discussion.

Start Standing
Key Vocabulary: deserts, grasslands, rain forests, cities, mancala
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above
head and stand on
tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks
are big and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands
together, swaying
Zebras have stripes
and can gallop away
Gallop in place
While monkeys in
the trees do sway
Sway back and forth
Old crocodile swims
in the pool so deep
Make swimming
motions with hands
Or lies in the sun
and goes to sleep
Sit on the carpet,
fold hands together
and put head on
hands to “sleep”

Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning all about the continent of Africa (Af-ri-ca). Yesterday, we learned
about a country in Africa, called Egypt. Show the children where Egypt is located on the
map. Today we are going to learn about another country in Africa, called Kenya. Show
the children where Kenya is located on the map.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
This story will give us lots of information about Kenya and show us lots of real pictures
that were taken in Kenya.
3. Point out the title and author
Let’s Explore Kenya is the title of the story. The author of this story is Elle Parkes.
Remember, the author is the person who writes the story.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. (Table of Contents) This is the Table of Contents. It tells us what page we can
find information on.
b. Pg. 10 The elephants roam…they move around freely. I have only seen elephants
in the zoo. They don’t roam freely here in North America.
c. Point out animals. Clap the names of animals (el-e-phant or li-on).
d. Pg. 16 What different kinds of fruit do you see? I see bananas!
e. Pg. 20 Look at the giraffes! They also roam freely in Kenya.
f. Pg. 23 Review vocabulary in the picture glossary.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements: characters,
setting, the problem, etc.
a. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Desert= a land area with lots of sand, few plants, and harsh temperatures
Grasslands= land that is covered in grasses and other small plants
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Rain forests= an area with lots of rain, plants, and animals
Cities= an area with lots of people, businesses, and few animals and plants
Mancala= a game played with rocks or beads and a board
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was one thing you
learned from this book? One thing I learned…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Where is Kenya? On what continent? (Africa)
b. What country was this book about? (Kenya)
c. What are some animals that live in Kenya? (elephants, lion, giraffes)
d. There are many different land areas in Kenya. Can you name one of them?
(desert, rain forest, city, small town)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic (2
& 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. Kenya is a ______________ (country) in Africa.
b. Africa is the second largest _____________ (continent).
c. A place lots of rain and animals and plants is called the _________ (rain forest).
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Africa, Part 1—Continent of Africa, Countries, & People

Book 3: Papa, Do You Love Me?
Materials Needed: book, globe or map, elastic string and colorful pony
beads for follow-up craft
Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above
head and stand on
tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks
are big and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands
together, swaying
Zebras have stripes
and can gallop away
Gallop in place
While monkeys in
the trees do sway
Sway back and forth

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is the story of a young Maasai boy who questions his father’s love
for him. He wants to know how much his father loves him and if his father would ever
stop loving him. This book contains lots of references to Maasai culture.
Key Vocabulary: elder, scorched, calabash, herd boy
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning all about the continent of Africa (Af-ri-ca). Yesterday, we learned
about a country in Africa, called Kenya. Show the children where Kenya is located on
the map. Today we are going to continue our exploration of Kenya!
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
This story is about a boy and his father who live with the Maasai tribe. They live in
Southern Kenya and Northern Tanzania, which are both on the continent of Africa. Point
out the area (Southern Kenya and Northern Tanzania) where the Maasai people live on
the map or globe.
3. Point out the title and author
Papa Do You Love me? is the title of the story. The author of this story is Barbara M.
Joosse. Who can raise their hand and tell me what the author of the story does? Yes! The
author writes the story. This story also has an illustrator. Illustrator is the fancy name
for the person who draws the pictures in a story. Let’s clap the syllables in the word
illustrator, ill-u-stra-tor. Good! The illustrator, say it with me, ill-u-stra-tor, of this story
is Barbara Lavallee. She drew all of the pictures in this book.

Old crocodile swims
in the pool so deep During:
Make swimming
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
motions with hands
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
Or lies in the sun
a. (Note the clothing worn in the book, especially the beaded jewelry) This family
and goes to sleep
lives in an area that is very hot. They do not need a lot of clothing to keep them
Sit on the carpet,
warm. Sandals and light robes are good clothing for this weather.
fold hands together
b. The boy wants to know how much his father loves him. He thinks of bad things
and put head on
that might happen and asks if his father would still love him in those
hands to “sleep”
circumstances.
c. (Explain key vocabulary as it appears in the story) An elder is a person who is
older and has a lot of experience. They teach the younger children all of the
important things they need to know.
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d. (Point out animals) Clap the names of animals (cat-tle, hy-e-nas).
e. The father will always love his son, no matter what happens.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements: characters,
setting, the problem, etc.
a. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Elder= a person who is older and has a lot of experience. They teach
the younger children all of the important things they need to know.
Scorched= burnt
Calabash= a water bottle
Herd boy= they protect the cattle (cows) from danger
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite part
of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about? (A Masai boy and his papa)
b. What did the little boy want to know? (Do you love me?)
c. Does the father love his little boy? (Yes! He loves his son no matter what
happens.)
d. Where does this story take place? (Kenya) What continent? (Africa)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic (2
& 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. In the story, they collect water in a bottle called a calabash.
b. A herd boy helps to protect the cattle.
c. The elders in the tribe teach the younger children how to grow up.
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Africa, Part 1—Continent of Africa, Countries, & People

Book 3: Papa, Do You Love Me?
Re-read & Activity- Beaded Jewelry Making
Materials: book, elastic string and beads

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
Do you remember this story we read? Who can raise their hand and tell me what the story is about? This story
is about a little boy in the Masai tribe. He is asking his papa “Do you love me?”.
2. Point out the title & author –ask if anyone can tell you what the author does.
The title of this story is Papa, Do You Love Me?. The author of this story is Barbara Joosse. Can anyone raise
their hand and tell me what the author of a story does? Yes! The author is the person who writes the story.

3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your
ideas!
This time we are going to read the book and then make a craft together! Listen carefully as I read the story
because I will ask you questions about what happened in the story when I am finished.
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they may be thinking.
a. The boy wants to know if his papa loves him. His papa loves him no matter what happens!
b. They live in Kenya in the desert.
c. Point out the clothing and especially the beaded jewelry.
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. Who is in this story? Who are the characters? (the boy and his papa)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly definitions.
Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Elder= a person who is older and has a lot of experience. They teach the younger children
all of the important things they need to know.
Scorched= burnt
Calabash= a water bottle
Herd boy= protect the cattle (cows) from danger
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this story? I liked this story
because…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. Where does this story take place? (Kenya, desert, Africa)
b. What does the boy keep asking his papa? (Do you love me?)
3. Follow Up activity: Craft: Create beaded jewelry. Using pony beads, children create necklaces
or bracelets. Look at the jewelry in the book. Discuss the patterns and colors used in the jewelry.
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Africa, Part 1 – Continent of Africa, Countries, & People
Book 3: Papa Do You Love Me? by Barbara M. Joosse

Discuss and
Respond to Questions

Shared Writing
Materials: Book, white board or chalkboard to create shared writing

Shared Writing Routine:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence,
highlighting the vocabulary and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
Shared Writing Preparation Template: Discuss and Respond to Questions
Topic of Message (the question can be the first sentence in the writing): Question you will be
responding to: How do families show love?
Vocabulary words to include:
Elder- a person who is older and has a lot of experience. They teach the younger children all of
the important things they need to know.
Scorched- burnt
Calabash- a water bottle
Herd boy- they protect the cattle (cows) from danger
Specific letter(s) or conventions to highlight:
Capital letters, question mark, period and letter focused on in Alphabetics Group
Plan your sentences. This writing can use the question as the topic sentence.
Question: How do families show love?
Possible Response: Give hugs.
Expanded Possible Response: Families give hugs when someone has a big feeling.
STEPSTEPS IN THE PROCESS:
1. Discuss the book and vocabulary: We read a book called Papa, Do you Love Me? In this book a father tells
his child how he will show his love. Do you remember when the father says, “If the sun is too hot, I will give
you shade with my blanket.” He also says, “If you are thirsty, I will give you water in the calabash.” Do you
remember that word- calabash? It means water bottle. Families show love in different ways. Today, we are
going to answer the question “How do families show love?” We are going to think about the family in this
book and we’re going to think about families we know, like our own.
2. Write Topic Sentence: Today we are going to answer a question with our writing. I will write that question on
our writing board:
Plan: We will start our writing with this question and then we will write an answer to the question. Watch me
write the question:
Write: How do families show love? (Think aloud as you write, mentioning the capital letter, the question
20
Copyright © Dr. Amy Murdoch, 2019
Murdoch, Warburg, & Corbo, Mount St. Joseph University, 3/2022

word {how}, and the question mark.)
Read: Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking students to “read” with you. How do
families show love?
3. Write Response sentence:
Plan: We will use words from this sentence to begin our first sentence. What are some important words from
our question to include in our answer? Yes! Families show love. Those are important words to include. So we
can start our answer with “Families show love by…” How do families show love? Who has an idea? You can
think about the family in this book or you can think about a family you know, like your own. Yes, give hugs.
When do families give hugs? Families give hugs when someone has a big feeling. Let’s write that.
Write: Families show love by giving hugs.
Read: Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking students to “read” with you. Families
show love by giving hugs.
4. Expand the response sentence (if you choose):
Plan: Let’s think some more. We answered the question when we wrote, “Families show love by giving hugs.”
Can we add more information about how families show love? Maybe we can tell about how families take care
of each other?
Write the sentence or sentences that you have chosen to include on the board, again drawing attention to the
capital letter and punctuation by thinking aloud. Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking
students to “read” with you. Possible expansions:
Families share food.
~AND/OR~
Families do fun things together.
Read the writing in its entirety, repeat with the children reading with you.
How do families show love? Families show love by giving hugs. Families share food. Families do
fun things together.
5. Wrap Up: We answered the question “How do families show love?” Do you think we understand this better
now? Did our writing help us to understand? Sometimes writing about something can help us understand what
we read.
Keep the writing posted and in view of students, returning to it and reading together again when possible.
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Africa, Part 1—Continent of Africa, Countries, & People

Book 4: My Painted House, My Friendly Chicken, and Me
Materials Needed: Book, paper (with or without house template), paint,
paintbrush
Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: Through beautiful photographs and words, this book tells the story of a
little Ndebele girl in South Africa. It is a book that might be a bit long for 3 year olds,
but the photos are a wonderful window into African village life. You may want to read
just some of the story and share the pictures.

Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Key Vocabulary: Africa, stranger
Stretch arms above
head and stand on Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
tiptoes
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
Elephants’ trunks
We have been learning all about the continent of Africa (Af-ri-ca). Yesterday, we
are big and strong
learned about a country in Africa, called Kenya. Show the children where Kenya is
Bend forward, arms located on the map. Today we are going to explore South Africa!
down, hands
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
together, swaying
This book shows real photographs of what life is like for a little girl named Thandi who
lives in an African village in South Africa (show South Africa on the map). By reading
Zebras have stripes this book and looking at the pictures we get a peek into what life is like for children in
and can gallop away Africa.
Gallop in place
3. Point out the title and author
My Painted House, My Friendly Chicken, and Me is the title of the story. The author of
While monkeys in
this story is Maya Angelou. She wrote the story. This photographs (pictures) in this
the trees do sway
Sway back and forth story were taken by a photographer named Margaret Courtney-Clarke. A
photographer’s job is to take pictures!
Old crocodile swims
in the pool so deep
Make swimming
motions with hands
Or lies in the sun
and goes to sleep
Sit on the carpet,
fold hands together
and put head on
hands to “sleep”

During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Point out the beaded necklaces & beaded clothing the children wear.
b. Point out things that children in Africa do that children here do: play with
bicycles, go to school.
c. Point out things that are different—beaded clothing, painted houses.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements: characters,
setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (South Africa)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
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Africa= 2nd largest continent
Stranger= someone you do not know
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite part
of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this book about? (Thandi, an 8 year old girl from South Africa)
b. Where did this story take place? (South Africa)
c. What did the children wear to school? (uniforms) What did they wear at home?
(colorful, beaded clothing)
d. Who was Thandi’s best friend? (a chicken)
e. What does Thandi’s name mean? (hope)
f. Ask the children to name one thing that is the same as children in Cincinnati.
One thing that is different. (going to school, riding bicycles, etc.)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic (2
& 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning all about the continent of Africa.
b. This story shows us real pictures of what life is like in South Africa.
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Africa, Part 1—Continent of Africa, Countries, & People

Book 4: My Painted House, My Friendly Chicken, and Me
Re-read & Activity – House painting
Materials: Book, paint, paper (with or without house template),
paintbrushes

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
Do you remember this story we read? Who can raise their hand and tell me what the story is about? This story
is about a little girl who lives in South Africa.
2. Point out the title & author –ask if anyone can tell you what the author does.
The title of this story is My Painted House, My Friendly Chicken, and Me. The author of this story is Maya
Angelou. She wrote the story. This photographs (pictures) in this story were taken by a photographer named
Margaret Courtney-Clarke. A photographer’s job is to take pictures!

3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your ideas!
This time we are going to read the book and then make a craft together! Listen carefully as I read the story
because I will ask you questions about what happened in the story when I am finished.
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they may be thinking.
a. Point out the clothing and especially the painted houses.
b. Why does Thandi tell her secrets to the chicken? (Because it can’t tell anyone else her secrets!)
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. Who is this story about? (Thandi- which means “Hope”)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly definitions. Reinforce
these words throughout the day!
Africa= 2nd largest continent
Stranger= someone you do not know
After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this story? I liked this story
because…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. Who is Thandi’s best friend? (the chicken)
b. Where does this story take place? (Africa, South Africa)
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c. Why do you think they paint their houses? (To make them look beautiful, special, unique, etc.)
3. Follow Up activity: Craft Painted houses. Give the children materials to make their own painted house.
Show them pictures from the book of the beautifully painted African homes. Think about what you would
want your home to look like if you lived in Africa. If needed, draw an outline of a house for the children
and then let them paint their homes. (See Materials for the house template below.)
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Africa, Part 1—Continent of Africa, Countries & People

Book 5: We’re Sailing Down the Nile: A Journey Through Egypt
Materials Needed: book, map for pointing out Africa and the Nile

Language Time:
African Animals

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: a rhyming book full of repetition and the inclusion of 7 different and
exciting destinations within Egypt.

Start Standing
Key Vocabulary: Egypt, Nile River, temple, market, pharaoh
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Stretch arms above head Before:
and stand on tiptoes
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about Africa (show on the map). One of the countries in
Elephants’ trunks are
Africa that we talked about was Egypt. (show on the map). A very important river
big and strong
runs through Egypt and its name is the Nile River. It is the longest river in the whole
Bend forward, arms
world! (show on the map).
down, hands together, 2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
swaying
This book is about a group of people who sail a boat down the Nile and explore the
African county of Egypt. It is also a rhyming book so listen for the rhyming words as
Zebras have stripes and we read.
can gallop away
3. Point out the title and author
Gallop in place
We’re Sailing Down The Nile: A Journey Through Egypt is the title of the story. The
authors of this story are Laurie Krebs and Anne Wilson. Remember, the author is the
While monkeys in the person, or people, who write the story.
trees do sway
Sway back and forth
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
Old crocodile swims in
story
the pool so deep
2. Model Thinking Aloud
Make swimming motions
a. Point out and name a few interesting animals—zebras, camels
with hands
b. Point out a few rhyming word pairs- crops, shops/ things, kings/ Nile, while.
These words rhyme because they have the same ending sounds!
Or lies in the sun and
c. Point out new vocabulary throughout the story. Souk is a marketplace. A
goes to sleep
tomb is where important people are buried.
Sit on the carpet, fold
d. I notice lots of sand in the pictures, they must be in the desert!
hands together and put 3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
head on hands to
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
“sleep”
a. Where does this story take place? (Egypt, Nile River)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Egypt= a country in Africa
Nile River= the longest river in the world
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Temple= a place to worship, like a church
Market= a shop, store
Pharaoh= king
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Where was this book about? (Egypt, Africa, Nile River)
b. How did they travel around Egypt? (On a boat in the Nile River)
c. Do you think they enjoyed their travels around Egypt? Why or why not?
(smiling, seeing lots of new places, learning new things, etc.)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning all about the continent of Africa. Let’s clap the
syllables as we say the word Africa. (Af-ric-a)
b. Egypt is a country is Africa.
c. The longest river in the whole world is the Nile River.

.
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Africa, Part 1—Continent of Africa, Countries & People

Book 6: My Africa Vacation
Materials Needed: book, map for pointing out Africa
Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above head
and stand on tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks are
big and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands together,
swaying

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: A longer story about a family’s trip to 10 countries in Africa.
Key Vocabulary: Africa, airport, game reserve, palace, pleasant
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about Africa (show on the map). Africa is one of the 7
continents. Let’s clap the syllables together. Con-tin-ents.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
Today we are going to read a book about a family’s trip to Africa. Throughout the
story they visit lots of amazing paces all over Africa.
3. Point out the title and author
My Africa Vacation is the title of the story. The author and illustrator of this story is
Ozi Okaro. She wrote the story AND drew all of the pictures.

Zebras have stripes and
can gallop away
Gallop in place

During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
While monkeys in the 2. Model Thinking Aloud
trees do sway
a. (Title Page) Show the map of Africa and how each red dot represents a
Sway back and forth
different place the family will visit in the story.
b. (Airport) The family is at the airport, so they need to take a plane to fly to
Old crocodile swims in
Africa. It is very far away.
the pool so deep
c. (Nairobi, Kenya) Point out where they land on the map. (point out other
Make swimming motions
locations as you continue reading)
with hands
d. (Sauna) A sauna is a VERY HOT room that makes you sweat. Africa is VERY
hot like a sauna!
Or lies in the sun and
e. (Game reserve) A game reserve is a large park where wild animals are
goes to sleep
protected and can run freely.
Sit on the carpet, fold
f. (Safari) A trip to observe (see/watch) animals.
hands together and put
g. What animals did they see on the safari? (giraffes, elephants, cheetahs)
head on hands to
h. (Gigantic) Huge, extremely large, humongous
“sleep”
i. (Palace) Like a castle
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (Africa)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
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definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Africa= the 2nd largest continent
Airport= the place you go when you need to travel somewhere by airplane
Game reserve= a large park to protect wildlife
Palace= a place where royal people live; like a castle
Pleasant= nice, enjoyable
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Where did this story take place? (Africa, Nigeria, Kenya, Tanzania, etc)
b. Who was this story about? (Arinze and his family)
c. What was your favorite place the family visited on their trip? (Show pictures
to prompt as needed)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning all about the continent of Africa. Let’s clap the
syllables as we say the word Africa. (Af-ric-a)
b. The family visited lots of beautiful and interesting places while on their trip.
One of the places they visited was a palace.
c. The family had to fly on an airplane to travel to Africa. They had to go to the
airport to catch their flight!
d. Arinze and his family had a very pleasant vacation!

.
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitat

Book 7: Bringing the Rain to the Kapiti Plain by Verna Aardema
Materials Needed: book, map or globe for pointing out Africa
Language Time:
African Animals

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: A rhyming book with rich language and beautiful illustrations that
describes life on the African plains.

Start Standing
Key Vocabulary: plain, belated, migrated, stork bird
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Stretch arms above head Before:
and stand on tiptoes
1. Introduce the Topic
We have learned about many different habitats. We have learned about the many
Elephants’ trunks are
different places animals live--the ocean, the desert, and the jungle/rainforest, and we
big and strong
know about many different animals that live in those habitats. Today we are going to
Bend forward, arms
read this book about the animals that live on the African Plain. The plain is a flat
down, hands together, grassland. It is hot and dry with bushes and just a few trees. It does not get much rain
swaying
but when it does the grass is lush and green. We have been learning about Africa
(Show on map/globe). About half of the African land is flat grasslands. Africa also
Zebras have stripes and has deserts and rainforests.
can gallop away
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
Gallop in place
Today we are going to read a story that tells us about a young man who helped to
make it rain in a very unusual way! Let’s read and see if you know some of the
While monkeys in the animals who live on the African Plain.
trees do sway
3. Point out the title and author
Sway back and forth
Bringing the Rain to the Kapiti Plain is the title of the story. The author of this story
is Verna Aardema. She wrote the story.
Old crocodile swims in
the pool so deep
During:
Make swimming motions
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
with hands
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
Or lies in the sun and
a. Briefly explain Key Vocabulary: plain, belated (late to come), migrated
goes to sleep
(left the area to go to a new place), stork bird (tall thin bird—show a
Sit on the carpet, fold
picture)
hands together and put
b. Point out and name a few interesting animals
head on hands to
c. The cows look so thin because their grass is dry and brown and they don’t
“sleep”
have any water! How sad!
d. I wonder what he is going to do to help it rain!
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (African plain)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child
friendly definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
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Plain= a flat grassland. It is hot and dry with bushes and just a few trees. It
does not get much rain but when it does the grass is lush and green.
Belated= late to come
Migrated= left one area to go to a new place
Stork Bird= tall, thin bird (show a picture)
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a
sentence stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was
your favorite part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Why are the cows so thin? (all of the grass they eat is brown and deadthey don’t have any water)
b. Why do the animals need the rain? (they need rain to grow their grass to
eat and they need the rain for water to drink)
c. Who was this story about? (Ki-Pat)
d. How does the man make it rain? (he shoots an arrow into the rain cloud)
e. What are some animals that live on the African plain? (giraffes, cows,
zebras, etc. go back and show pictures to prompt their responses)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the
topic (2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning all about the continent of Africa. Let’s clap the
syllables as we say the word Africa. (Af-ric-a)
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitat

Book 8: One Day on our Blue Planet... In the Savannah by Ella Bailey
Materials Needed: book, map or globe for pointing out Africa, African
Wildlife Vet Dramatic Play Center items ready for after this lesson
Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is a simple story of a young lion cub who lives on the African
Savannah with his pride. It presents new animals and vocabulary to expand student
knowledge of the savannah.

Giraffes are tall with
Key Vocabulary: savannah, emerge, pride, precious, stalking
necks so long
Stretch arms above head Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
and stand on tiptoes
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
Elephants’ trunks are
We have learned about many different habitats. We have learned about the ocean,
big and strong
the desert, and the jungle/rainforest, and we know about many different animals that
Bend forward, arms
live in those habitats. Today we are going to read this book about the animals that
down, hands together, live on the African Savannah. The savannah is grasslands. It is hot and dry with
swaying
bushes and just a few trees. It does not get much rain. We have been learning about
Africa (show on map/globe). About half of the African land is savannah. Africa also
Zebras have stripes and has desserts and rainforests.
can gallop away
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
Gallop in place
Today we are going to find out about the animals that live in the African Savannah!
3. Point out the title and author
While monkeys in the
One Day on our Blue Planet... In the Savannah is the title of the story. The author of
trees do sway
this story is Ella Bailey. Remember, the author is the person who writes the story.
Sway back and forth
During:
Old crocodile swims in 1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
the pool so deep
story
Make swimming motions 2. Model Thinking Aloud
with hands
a. Briefly explain Key Vocabulary: savannah (grasslands), emerge (move out of
something and into view), pride (lion family), precious (special), stalking
Or lies in the sun and
(hunting).
goes to sleep
b. Point out and name a few interesting animals
Sit on the carpet, fold
c. Adult lions spend most of their day sleeping. What does the lion cub do while
hands together and put
the adult lions are sleeping? (playing, hunting, growling, stalking, and
head on hands to
chasing)
“sleep”
d. What does the little lion cub do while his mom hunts? (stays tucked away in a
safe place)
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (African savannah)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
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definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Savannah= hot and dry grasslands with bushes, grass, few tress, and little rain
Emerge= to move out of something and come into view
Pride= a family of lions
Precious= something that is very special
Stalking= to hunt
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about? (a pride of lions)
b. Where does this story take place? (African Savannah)
c. How does the mama lion take care of the little lion? (feeds him, keeps him
safe, etc.)
3. Do a guided retell: Focus on the beginning, middle, and end.
A young lion emerges from his secret DEN with his mother. He is big now and
ready to meet his family. The little lion’s dad has a roar that is very, very LOUD.
The adult lions like to rest during the day but the little lion is best at PLAYING.
When the sun sets, the lionesses leave the cubs to go HUNT. The little lion falls
asleep.
*Introduce African Wildlife Vet Dramatic Play Center after this lesson.
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitats

Book 8: One Day On Our Planet…In the Savannah
Re-read & Activity- African animal masks
Materials Needed: book, animal mask (see templates in
materials section), markers/crayons for decorating, scissors,
popsicle stick, glue stick
Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
Do you remember this story we read? This story is about a pride of lions on the African Savannah. Can
anyone raise their hand and tell me what a “pride” is? Yes, a pride is a family. In this story, we met a young
lion cub and his family.
2. Point out the title & author –ask if anyone can tell you what the author does.
The title of this story is One Day on our Blue Planet... In the Savannah. The author of this story is Ella Bailey.
Who can raise their hand and tell me what the author of a story does? Yes! The author writes the story!
3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your ideas!
This time we are going to read the book and then make a craft together! Listen carefully as I read the story
because I will ask you questions about what happened in the story when I am finished.
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they may be thinking.
a. Point out the clothing and especially the painted houses.
b. What does the little lion cub like to do on the savannah? (chase, hunt, growl, stalk, chase, play)
c. What is a lion’s favorite food? (meat)
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. Where does the story take place? (African Savannah)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly definitions. Reinforce
these words throughout the day!
Savannah= hot and dry grasslands with bushes, grass, few tress, and little rain
Emerge= to move out of something and come into view
Pride= a family of lions
Precious= something that is very special
Stalking= to hunt
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this story? I liked this story
because…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. Who was this story about? (a lion cub and his family)
b. Where does this story take place? (Africa, savannah)
c. What other animals live in the savannah? (genet, hyena, rhinoceros, fox, bushbaby, etc.)
d. How do you think the mama lion feels when she leaves her baby to go hunting? (strong
and brave because she is doing an important job; sad because she has to leave her baby
behind)
3. Follow Up activity: Craft: Decorate an African animal mask. Children can choose to decorate either the
zebra or the giraffe. Teachers may do more or less preparation of the craft beforehand, based on the needs
of the children. For example, teachers may choose to cut out the mask for children who have not yet
developed scissor skills. Or, teachers may simply choose to cut out the eye holes and allow the children
with good scissor skills to cut out the actual mask. (See Materials for masks below).
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitats

Book 9: Here is the African Savanna
Materials Needed: book
Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above
head and stand on
tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks are
big and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands together,
swaying
Zebras have stripes and
can gallop away
Gallop in place
While monkeys in the
trees do sway
Sway back and forth
Old crocodile swims in
the pool so deep
Make swimming
motions with hands
Or lies in the sun and
goes to sleep
Sit on the carpet, fold
hands together and put
head on hands to
“sleep”

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is a cumulative text that describes what occurs throughout a day in
the savannah. The book shows relationships between many different animals in the
environment. This story shows how living things depend on one another.

Key Vocabulary: plain, stalk, pods, groomed, perch
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have learned about many different habitats. We have learned about the ocean,
the desert, and the jungle/rainforest, and we know about many different animals that
live in those habitats. Today we are going to read this book about the animals that
live on the African Savannah. The savannah is grasslands. It is hot and dry with
bushes and just a few trees. It does not get much rain. We have been learning about
Africa (show on map/globe). About half of the African land is savannah. Africa also
has desserts and rainforests.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
Today we are going to read more about the animals that live on the African
Savannah!
3. Point out the title and author
Here is the African Savannah is the title of the story. The author of this story is
Madeleine Dunphy. Remember, the author is the person who writes the story. The
illustrator is Tom Leonard. The illustrator is the person who draws that pictures in a
story.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Briefly explain Key Vocabulary: plain (flat land), stalk (hunt), pods (fruit
grows inside, falls from the Acacia Tree) , groomed (to clean), perch (a bird
resting on top of something)
b. (Point out and name a few interesting animals) Look at the giraffe! It has a
very long neck! It can reach the leaves high in the tree!
c. (As you read, point out how animals rely on one another and each animal has
a special role to play on the savanna.) Wow! The animals need each other.
The baboons drop the pods from the tree, and the impalas eat them!
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3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (African savanna)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Plain= flat land (if they are covered in grass, then they are grasslands)
Stalk= to hunt
Pods= grow on acacia trees and contain fruit (peas)
Groomed= to clean
Perch= when birds sit themselves on top of something
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about? (animals)
b. Where does this story take place? (African Savanna)
c. How do the animals work together? (every animal has a special role to play
on the savanna)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning all about the continent of Africa. Let’s clap the
syllables as we say the word Africa. (Af-ri-ca)
b. The African savanna has lots of animals. What animals live on the savanna?
(giraffes, impalas, tick birds, hippos, elephants, etc.)
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitats

Book 10: Over in the Grasslands
Materials Needed: book, map/globe

Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above
head and stand on
tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks are
big and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands together,
swaying
Zebras have stripes and
can gallop away
Gallop in place
While monkeys in the
trees do sway
Sway back and forth
Old crocodile swims in
the pool so deep
Make swimming
motions with hands
Or lies in the sun and
goes to sleep
Sit on the carpet, fold
hands together and put
head on hands to
“sleep”

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This bright and colorful book uses rhyming text set to the classic
tune “Over in the Meadow” to introduce vocabulary related to the grasslands.
Consider familiarizing yourself with the tune so you can sing the words of the book.
Key Academic Vocabulary: gallop, stalk, agile, shrill
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about Africa (show on map/globe) and all of the places that
animals live. Today, we are going to read a counting book at animals that live in the
grasslands on an African Savanna. The savanna is hot and dry with bushes and just a
few trees. It does not get much rain.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
Let’s look at the cover of the book. I see some giraffes. How many giraffes are there?
Let’s count together as I point. 1…2…3…there are 3 giraffes. What are the giraffes
doing? They are using their tongue to get leaves off of the trees! I also see lots of
grass. I think this book will be about animals that live on the grasslands in Africa.
3. Point out the title and author
Over in the Grasslands on an African Savanna is the title of the story. The author of
this story is Marianne Berkes. Remember, the author is the person who writes the
story. The illustrator is Jill Dubin. The illustrator is the person who draws that
pictures in a story. Listen carefully as I read!
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Briefly explain Key Vocabulary Gallop- The zebras gallop. That means they
run really fast. Horses can also gallop. Stalk- The lions are stalking in the
grass. They stalk their food quietly so they can sneak up on it. They have to
eat to survive. Agile- The chimpanzees are agile. That means they can move
around easily and gracefully. Shrill- The meerkats make a shrill whine. That
means they make a high pitched noise. The noise might hurt our ears.
b. (Point out, count, and name a few interesting animals) Look at the
chimpanzees! They are hanging from the tree! Let’s practice counting
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together as I point…
c. At the end of the book find and count the animals on the picture of Africa.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (African savanna)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
animal in the book? My favorite animal in this book was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What was this story about? (animals that live in grasslands)
b. Where does this story take place? (African Savanna)
c. Math Story Problem: In this story, there are 3 elephants (hold up 3 fingers)
and two giraffes (hold up two fingers on the other hand.) How many animals
is that together? I want to add 3 plus 2. Let’s count our fingers to help us
figure out what 3 plus 2 equals. Wiggle fingers as you count aloud. One, two,
three, four, five. Oh! I see. Three plus two equals five. Say that with me.
Three plus two equals five. Nice work adding.
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. Go back through the book and see if students can identify the numbers
b. Practice counting objects and animals
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitats

Re-read and Math Activity
Materials Needed: book, map/globe, math activities

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
Do you remember this story we read? This story is about animals that live on the grasslands in the African
Savannah. Can anyone raise their hand and tell me what animals where in this book?
2. Point out the title & author –ask if anyone can tell you what the author does.
The title of this story is Over in the Grasslands on an African Savanna. The author of this story is Marianne
Berkes. Who can raise their hand and tell me what the author of a story does? Yes! The author writes the story!
3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your ideas!
This time we are going to read the book and then complete some math activities together! Listen carefully as I
read the story because I will ask you questions when I am finished.
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they may be thinking.
a. (2- giraffes) What do the giraffes like to eat? (Yes. They eat leaves from the acacia tree.)
b. (3- elephants) Do you think the elephants enjoy water? What makes you think that? (They look
happy and they are squirting the water on each other. It looks like they are playing.)
c. (8- aardvarks) What are the aardvarks digging up? (Termites)
d. (10- jackal) What kind of den do the jackals live in? (A rocky-covered den)
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. Where does the story take place? (grasslands, African Savannah)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly definitions. Reinforce
these words throughout the day!
Gallop= run really fast
Stalk= to hunt
Agile= can move around easily
Shrill= loud, high-pitched noise
After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? Why did you like/dislike this book? I liked this book
because…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
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a. What was this story about? (animals that live on the African savanna)
b. Where does this story take place? (Africa, savannah, grasslands)
c. What was your favorite animal in the book? (chimpanzees, giraffes, etc..)
d. Let’s count some animals together! (go back into the book to count their favorite animals)
3. Do a variety of small group math activities across the next week or two. See math materials at the end of
the unit for math activity cards and manipulatives.
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Africa, Part 1 – African Animals & Their Habitats

Book 10: Over in the Grasslands by Marianne Berkes
Shared Writing

Discuss and
Respond to Questions

Materials: Book, white board or chalkboard to create shared writing

Shared Writing Routine:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence,
highlighting the vocabulary and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
Shared Writing Preparation Template: Discuss and Respond to Questions
Topic of Message (the question can be the first sentence in the writing): Question you will be
responding to: What animals live on the African savanna?
Vocabulary words to include:
Gallop- run really fast
Stalk- to hunt
Agile- can move around easily
Shrill- loud, high-pitched noise
Specific letter(s) or conventions to highlight:
Capital letters, question mark, period and letter focused on in Alphabetics Group
Plan your sentences. This writing can use the question as the topic sentence.
Question: What animals live on the African savanna?
Possible Response: Zebras live there.
Expanded Possible Response: Zebras gallop on the savanna.
STEPSTEPS IN THE PROCESS:
6. Discuss the book and vocabulary: We read a book called Over in the Grasslands. In this book we counted
many different kinds of animals that live on the African savanna. Let’s look through the book and remember
some of the animals that we counted. (Flip through a few pages and ask children to name the animals pictured.)
There are so many different animals that live on the savanna. Today, we are going to answer the question
“What animals live on the African savanna?” We can use the pictures and the words in this book to help us
answer that question. Are you ready to help me write?
7. Write Topic Sentence: Today we are going to answer a question with our writing. I will write that question on
our writing board:
Plan: We will start our writing with this question and then we will write an answer to the question. Watch me
write the question:
Write: What animals live on the African savanna? (Think aloud as you write, mentioning the capital
letter, the question word {what}, and the question mark.)
Read: Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking students to “read” with you. What
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animals live on the African savanna?
8. Write Response sentence:
Plan: We will use words from this sentence to begin our first sentence. What are some important words from
our question to include in our answer? Yes, live on the savanna. Those are important words to include. So we
can end our answer with “…lives on the savanna.” Who can help me think of an animal name to start that
sentence? Yes, zebras. They live on the savanna. Do you remember what the book said zebras do? They
gallop. Let’s write that.
Write: Zebras gallop on the savanna.
Read: Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking students to “read” with you.
9. Expand the response sentence (if you choose):
Plan: Let’s think some more. We answered the question when we wrote, “Zebras gallop on the savanna.” Can
we add more information about the animals that live on the African savanna? What other animal lives there?
Write the sentence or sentences that you have chosen to include on the board, again drawing attention to the
capital letter and punctuation by thinking aloud. Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking
students to “read” with you. Possible expansions:
Giraffes slurp leaves from the trees there.
~AND/OR~
Agile chimpanzees swing in the trees.
Read: Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking students to “read” with you.
10.

Wrap Up:
Plan: We answered the question “What animals live on the African safari.” Now we need to write a sentence
to wrap up our writing. It needs to be a sentence that tells what we just wrote about. Let’s think. We could say,
“Many animals live on the African savanna.” Does that tell what we just wrote about? Yes! Okay. Let’s write
that sentence.
Write: Many animals live on the African savanna.
Read the writing in its entirety, repeat with the children reading with you.
What animals live on the African savanna? Zebras gallop on the savanna. Giraffes slurp leaves
from the trees there. Agile chimpanzees swing in the trees. Many animals live on the African
savanna.

Keep the writing posted and in view of students, returning to it and reading together again when possible.
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitats

Book 11: Give Up Gecko!
Materials Needed: book, map or globe for pointing out
Uganda
Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above
head and stand on
tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks are
big and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands together,
swaying
Zebras have stripes and
can gallop away
Gallop in place
While monkeys in the
trees do sway
Sway back and forth
Old crocodile swims in
the pool so deep
Make swimming
motions with hands
Or lies in the sun and
goes to sleep
Sit on the carpet, fold
hands together and put
head on hands to
“sleep”

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on this Book: This is a longer book and may be too much for younger
preschoolers. To help engage children, encourage them to act out the story by
stomping their feet whenever you read, “heavy, heavy, heavy”.
Key Vocabulary: savannah, chief, tusks, horns, stomp
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
This story is a folktale from an African country called Uganda (point out Uganda on
the map or globe). A folktale is a story that has been around for a long, long time.
Many people in Uganda know this story. It is a story about African animals that live
in the savannah. Remember, the savannah is grasslands. It is hot and dry with bushes
and just a few trees. It does not get much rain.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
Let’s look at the cover of the book. What do you see? What do you think this book will
be about? Can you name any of the animals we see here?
3. Point out the title and author
Give Up, Gecko! is the title of the story. This story is retold by Margaret Read
MacDonald. Listen carefully as I read!
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Briefly explain Key Vocabulary: savannah, chief, tusks, horns, stomp
b. What are the animals looking for? (water)
c. What do the animals do to look for the water? (stomp the ground)
d. Who do you think will find the water and become the new chief?
e. The gecko didn’t give up! He was the smallest animal, and he worked the
hardest to find water and became the new chief.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (African savanna, grasslands)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Savannah= a land area that is hot and dry with bushes and just a few trees. It
does not get much rain.
Chief= the leader of a tribe (group)
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Tusks= long teeth (elephants)
Horns= bones sticking out at the top of an animal’s head
Stomp= to step loudly and forcefully
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What was this story about? (animals looking for water)
b. What animals were in this story? (elephants, hippo, gecko, etc.)
c. What were the animals looking for? (water)
d. Who found the water and became chief? (gecko)
3. Do a guided retell. The animals were very thirsty. They were looking for WATER. The
animals decided that whoever found water would be the new CHIEF. They argued about
how to find water. Eventually, they decided to find the water by STOMPING. They took
turns stomping. The heavy animals went first but they all got tired. The medium animals
went second but they got tired too. Then the light animals went last. Everyone was ready
to give up except for GECKO. Gecko stomped and stomped and stomped until finally he
found WATER. Gecko was the new CHIEF.
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitats

Book 12: Starry Safari
Materials: book

Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above head
and stand on tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks are big
and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands together,
swaying
Zebras have stripes and
can gallop away
Gallop in place

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on the Books: This is a rhyming book that features African animals.
Key Vocabulary: Safari, sturdy, calf, pounce
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about the continent, Africa and the animals that live there. We
talked about the animals that live in the grasslands on the African Savanna.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
This is a story about a girl going on an African Safari. A safari is an adventure where
you observe/look for animals in their natural habitat—in the place where they live. It
is also a rhyming book. Remember, rhyming word are words that end the same way
like sip and dip---they both end with -ip. Listen for the rhyming words in this book and
let’s see what animals the girl sees on her adventure!
3. Point out the title and author
Starry Safari is the title of the story. The author of this story is Linda Ashman.
Remember, the author is the person who writes the story. The illustrator, the person
who drew the pictures, is Jeff Mack. Listen carefully as I read.

While monkeys in the
trees do sway
Sway back and forth

During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
Old crocodile swims in 2. Model Thinking Aloud
the pool so deep
a. Briefly explain Key Vocabulary: safari, sturdy, calf, pounce
Make swimming motions
b. (Find a clearing…) A clearing is an open space where he has enough space to
with hands
set-up his tent. You sleep in a tent when you go camping!
c. (Then he tucks me into bed…) Was the boy really on a safari? No! He was
Or lies in the sun and
dreaming! Do you ever have dreams where you go on an adventure?
goes to sleep
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
Sit on the carpet, fold
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
hands together and put
a. Where does this story take place? (on safari in Africa – in the boy’s bed)
head on hands to “sleep”
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Safari= an adventure where you observe/look for animals in their natural
habitat—in the place where they live
Sturdy= not easily broken, strong
Calf= a young animal
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Pounce= to jump or swing on suddenly
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What was this story about? (going on safari)
b. What did the child dream about? Where? (going on safari in Africa)
c. What was your favorite animal in the story? Why?
d. Did the child really go on a safari in Africa or was it just a dream? (point out
the picture at the end to reinforce that she was pretending, using her
imagination).
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning about Africa. Africa is one of the 7 continents.
b. In Africa, there are lots of different animals that live on the savanna. We have
read about lots of different types of animals. What animals have we read
about? We will continue reading and learning about more African animals
and their habitats (where they live).
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitats

Book 13: Remy the Rhino Learns Patience
Materials: book

Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above
head and stand on
tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks are
big and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands together,
swaying
Zebras have stripes
and can gallop away
Gallop in place
While monkeys in the
trees do sway
Sway back and forth
Old crocodile swims
in the pool so deep
Make swimming
motions with hands
Or lies in the sun and
goes to sleep
Sit on the carpet, fold
hands together and
put head on hands to
“sleep”

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is a story about a grumpy Rhino who was not always nice to the
animals around him. It is also a rhyming book. One day his horn gets stuck in a tree
and he has to relax and be kind to those who can help him. He learns the lessons of
being kind to others and patience.
Key Vocabulary: savannah, patience, snooze, charge, relax
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about Africa (show on the map) and the animals that live
there.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
This is a story about a rhinoceros (rhino for short). Clap out the word rhinoceros rhinoc-er-os. Rhinoceroses live in the African savannah—grasslands where it is hot and
dry with bushes and just a few trees. It does not get much rain. This rhino is very
grumpy and not very kind to other animals…BUT, in this story he learns a valuable
lesson. It is also a rhyming book. Remember, rhyming word are words that end the
same way like sip and dip---they both end with -ip. Listen for the rhyming words in
this book and let’s see what Remy learns!
3. Point out the title and author
Remy The Rhinio is the title of the story. The author and illustrator of this story is
Andy McGuire. He wrote the story AND drew all of the pictures in the book.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Briefly explain Key Vocabulary: savannah, patience, snooze, charge, relax
b. (p. 5) Rage is another word for anger.
c. (Point out rhyming pairs as you read) hurt-dessert, rage-age, cold-old, etc. See
if students can identify rhyming pairs…
d. (p. 8) How does Remy feel? (angry, upset, frustrated)
e. (p. 31) He learned how to relax. When I feel upset or angry, I take deep
breaths or go for a walk to help myself relax. What do you do to help yourself
relax when you are feeling upset?
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (the African Savannah)
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b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Savannah= a land area that is hot and dry with bushes and just a few
trees. It does not get much rain.
Patience= when you are good at waiting
Snooze= sleeping
Charge= to run really fast at something
Relax= to calm down
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about? (Remy the Rhino)
b. Where does the story take place? (the African savannah)
c. What did Remy get his horn stuck in? (a tree)
d. What animals did you see in this book?
e. Why did Remy charge so much? (he was angry, filled with rage)
f. What lesson did Remy learn at the end of the book? (have patience and be
kind)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. Remy lives in Africa. Africa is one of the 7 continents.
b. In Africa, lots of animals live in the savannah. What animals live there?
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Africa, Part 1 – African Animals & Their Habitats
Book 13: Remy the Rhino Learns Patience by Andy McGuire

Shared Writing
Materials: Book, white board or chalkboard to create shared writing

Tell a Story

Shared Writing Routine:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence, highlighting the vocabulary
and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
Shared Writing Preparation Template: Tell a Story

Gist of the Writing:
Following is the structure for creating a story retell with your children for this book:
• First sentence introducing main character and problem (Remy the rhino gets mad at everything and,
one day, gets his horn stuck in a tree while charging at an aardvark who tripped over his toe).
• Details reflecting how the problem continues (Remy must wait while all sorts of things happen around
him).
• Resolution sentence. (Finally, tiny termites free him from the tree.)
Utilizing this structure, the writing will summarize the story in Remy the Rhino Learns Patience and will
reflect the sequence of events that reflect the problem and then the solution.
Vocabulary Word(s): Choose some (you won’t be able to include all)
savanna, patience, snooze, charge, relax
Specific letter(s) or conventions to highlight:
Punctuation, capital letters, letter formation
Plan your sentences. Your sentences should follow the classic story pattern:
Beginning – One day Remy was charging at an aardvark and got his horn stuck in a tree.
Middle – The aardvark had an idea and brought termites to eat the tree.
Middle –Remy had to wait patiently while birds built a nest on his back.
Middle –He waited while elephants practiced their balancing acts on him.
End – Finally, Remy learned to relax and the termites freed him from the tree!
STEPS IN THE PROCESS
1. Discuss the book and vocabulary:
(Show pictures in the book as you discuss the story)
We read a story called Remy the Rhino Learns Patience. In the beginning of the story, Remy was not a patience
rhinoceros. Everything made him angry. One day, an aardvark tripped over his toe and made him furious.
Remy charged the aardvark and got his horn stuck in a tree. The clever aardvark had a plan and brought
termites to eat the tree so Remy could get unstuck. Remy had to wait very patiently because getting angry scared
the termites and made them work more slowly. Remy waiting while birds built a nest on his back. He waited
while other animals came to gawk at him. He waiting while elephants used him to practice balancing acts.
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Finally, Remy learned to relax and the termites were able to free him from the tree!
2. Write Beginning Sentence:
Plan: Let’s write! Stories have a beginning, a middle and an end. In this story, in the beginning, Remy was not a
patient rhino. Everything made him mad. One day, an aardvark tripped over his toe and made him furious. He
charged the aardvark and got his horn stuck in a ____________ (tree.)
Write: Write the chosen sentence in view of children and “think aloud” as you write:
I am starting my sentence so I will begin with a capital letter. As I write each word I make sure to leave a space
between each of my words. I have finished my sentence so now I will add a period to show that my sentence is
done. One day Remy was charging at an aardvark and got his horn stuck in a tree.
Read aloud, pointing to each word. Read a second time asking children to “read” with you. One day Remy was
charging at an aardvark and got his horn stuck in a tree.
3. Write Middle Sentences:
Plan: Gather input from children for the detail sentences:
Now that we have written our first important sentence let’s think about what else we can say. We wrote, “One
day Remy was charging at an aardvark and got his horn stuck in a tree.” We wrote about what happened at the
beginning of the story. Now let’s write about what happened in the middle of the story. I will write the first part of
the sentence and you write the end of the sentence.
Write: The aardvark had an idea and brought ______. Ask children for suggestions to finish your sentence.
They may need a bit of guidance or some discussion. The aardvark had an idea and brought termites
to eat the tree.
Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking children to “read” with you. The aardvark had an
idea and brought termites to eat the tree.
**Continue the Plan/Write/Read pattern, offering a sentence beginning and planning and writing the end of the
sentence with the children. Following are possible sentence starters and possible endings that the children can be
guided to create:
Remy had to wait patiently while … birds built a nest on his back.
He waited while… elephants practiced balancing acts on him.
4. Write Concluding Sentence:
Plan: Again, you will write the sentence starter and children will contribute the end of the sentence. Let’s think
about how the story ended. I will write the first part of this next sentence and I would like you to think about how
the sentence should end. Finally, Remy learned to relax and _______________Ask children for suggestions to
finish your sentence. They may need a bit of guidance or discussion.
Write: Write the concluding sentence together, thinking aloud as you write about writing conventions that you
would like the children to attend to. Finally, Remy learned to relax and the termites freed him
from the tree!
5. Read Finished Writing Together: To finish, read the paragraph together pointing to each word. Keep the
writing posted and in view of children, returning to it and reading together when possible. Let’s read our story
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together.
One day Remy was charging at an aardvark and got his horn stuck in a tree. The aardvark had an idea and
brought termites to eat the tree. Remy had to wait patiently while birds built a nest on his back. He waited while
elephants practiced their balancing acts on him. Finally, Remy learned to relax and the termites freed him from
the tree!
Please keep the paragraph posted and return to it from time to time.
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Africa, Part 2—African Animals & Their Habitats

Book 14: We All Went on Safari
Materials: We All Went on Safari book

Language Time:
African Animals
Start Standing
Giraffes are tall with
necks so long
Stretch arms above head
and stand on tiptoes
Elephants’ trunks are big
and strong
Bend forward, arms
down, hands together,
swaying
Zebras have stripes and
can gallop away
Gallop in place
While monkeys in the
trees do sway
Sway back and forth
Old crocodile swims in
the pool so deep
Make swimming motions
with hands

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on the Books: This book features African animals that live on the Savanna. It
is a counting book that employs rhyming words to help students guess the upcoming
number. The people featured in this book are from the Maasai tribe. Swahili (the
language of the Maasai people) numbers are included. At the end of the book, there is
a lot of information about Tanzania, the Maasai, the animals of the savanna, and
counting in Swahili.
Key Vocabulary: safari, lonely, damp, grazing, bobbed, enormous
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about the continent Africa. Let’s clap that word Af-ric-a.
Remember there are lots of habitats in Africa. There are deserts, rainforests, and
savannas. Today we are going to read a book about people going on a safari. Do you
remember reading the book Starry Safari? That was also about a safari.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
A safari is an adventure where you observe/look for animals in their natural habitat—
in the place where they live. Look at the cover of this book. Do you see the people?
The people in this book are from the Maasai tribe. They speak a language called
Swahili. We get to learn how to count in Swahili with this book! This is a counting
and rhyming book. Listen for the rhyming words. The rhyming words will help you
figure out what number is next.
3. Point out the title and author
We All Went on Safari is the title of the story. The author of this story is Laurie
Krebs. Remember, the author is the person who writes the story. The illustrator, the
person who drew the pictures, is Julia Cairns.

Or lies in the sun and
During:
goes to sleep
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
Sit on the carpet, fold
story
hands together and put 2. Model Thinking Aloud
head on hands to “sleep”
a. (When the day had just begun…) Begun. Listen to that word. I hear /un/ at
the end. Begun is a clue to the number that is coming up. That number
rhymes with begun so it also ends with /un/. Let’s think. What word ends
with /un/? That’s right! One! Begun. One. They rhyme. Listen for the rest
of the rhyming words so you can figure out what number is coming up.
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b. At a number of points in the story pause to count the animals, pointing as you
go.
c. (We built ourselves a campfire And bid our friends “Good night”.) It’s evening
now. The night is coming. They built a fire and some people are cuddling
under blankets. I think it must get cold in the savanna at night.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (on safari in the African safari)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Safari= An adventure where you observe animals in their natural habitat
Lonely= All by yourself. No one else around.
Damp= A little bit wet. Not soaking but not dry.
Grazing= Peacefully eating.
Bobbed= Float up and down in the water.
Enormous= Really big. Gigantic.
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What was this story about? (going on safari)
b. Where did the group go on safari? (the savanna in Africa)
c. What sort of clothing do the Maasai people (the people in this book) wear?
Does it look like our clothing? Not really. They wear colorful wraps and
beautiful beads.
d. Math Story Problem: In this story, the people went on safari and saw 2
ostriches (hold up 2 fingers) and 5 hippos (hold up 5 fingers on the other
hand.) Did they see more ostriches or more hippos? Let’s look at our fingers
for a clue. Two ostriches (hold up hand with 2 fingers) or five hippos (hold
up hand with five fingers)? Which has more? I see that five is more than
two. The people saw more hippos than ostriches because five is more than
two.
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning about Africa. Africa is one of the 7 continents.
b. In Africa, there are lots of different animals that live on the savanna. We have
read about lots of different types of animals. What animals have we read
about? We will continue reading and learning about more African animals
and their habitats (where they live).
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Africa, Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal--Elephants

Re-read and Math Activity
Book 14: We All Went on Safari
Materials Needed: book, math materials
Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
Do you remember this book we read? This story is about a group of people from the Maasai tribe going on
safari in the African savanna. They saw and counted many different animals.
2. Point out the title & author –ask if anyone can tell you what the author does.
The title of this book is We All Went on Safari. The author of this book is Laurie Krebs. Who can raise their
hand and tell me what the author of a story does? Yes! The author writes the story! The illustrator, the person
who draws the pictures is Julia Cairns.
3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your ideas!
This time we are going to read the book and then complete some activities together! Listen carefully as I read
the story because I will ask you questions when I am finished.
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they may be thinking.
a. (The giraffes were grazing, So Tumpe counted three.) What are the giraffes grazing on? The trees!
Giraffes have really long necks so they can eat leaves high up in tall trees.
b. (We startled wiry warthogs. Suhuba counted eight.) Do you see how the warthogs are in one line?
They have their tails straight up in the air. That is how warthog families travel. In a straight line
with the babies at the end.
c. (And bid our friends “Good night”.) Do you see any animals in this picture? Which animals can you
find?
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. Where does the story take place? (African Savannah)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly definitions. Reinforce
these words throughout the day!
Safari= An adventure where you observe animals in their natural habitat
Lonely= All by yourself. No one else around.
Damp= A little bit wet. Not soaking but not dry.
Grazing= Peacefully eating.
Bobbed= Float up and down in the water.
Enormous= Really big. Gigantic.
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite part of the story? My favorite part
was…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. Who was this story about? (People from the Maasai tribe going on safari)
b. Where did the people in this story go? (The African savanna)
3. Do a variety of small group math activities across the next week or two. See math materials at the end of
the unit for math activity cards and manipulatives.
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Africa, Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal--Elephants

Book 15: Baby Elephant Joins the Herd
Materials: book, elephant family figurines to place in dramatic play
center after lesson
Language Time:
The Elephant’s
Trunk

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This book is a longer/more advanced book. If needed, you can skip a
page or two. Or, just read the first 1-2 sentences on each page. It is filled with beautiful
photographs of a baby elephant and her herd, so despite being longer, it is highly
engaging.

The elephant has a
Key Vocabulary: savannah, calf, herd, trunk, predators
great big trunk.
Pretend your arm is a
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
trunk.
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
That goes swinging,
We have been learning about animals that live in Africa. Today, we are going to learn
swinging to and fro.
about elephants.
Swing “trunk” back
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
and forth.
(Show the cover of the book) What do you see? Yes, I see a mommy and a baby
elephant. This story is going to teach us lots of new information about elephants. It is
He has tiny, tiny,
filled with real pictures of elephants that live in the wild.
eyes that show him
3. Point out the title and author
just where to go.
Baby Elephant Joins the Herd is the title of the book. It is from the American Museum
Point to eyes.
of Natural History. Listen carefully as I read!
His huge long ears go
During:
flapping, flapping up
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
and down.
story
Pretend your hands
2. Model Thinking Aloud
are ears.
a. Briefly explain Key Vocabulary: savannah, calf, herd, trunk, predators
b. (calf) A baby elephant is called a calf just like the baby camel we learned about
His great big feet go
earlier this week.
stomping, stomping,
c. (savannah characteristics) The savannah is hot, has bushes and grass and very
stomping, on the
little rain.
ground.
d. (milk) Baby elephants drink their mama’s milk just like human babies can. We
Stomp feet.
are both mammals.
e. (elephant’s trunk) The elephant’s trunk is used for many things: greeting each
other, getting attention, drinking water, picking up food, and digging holes!
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements: characters,
setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (the savannah)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Savannah= a land area that is hot and dry with bushes and just a few trees. It
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does not get much rain.
Calf= baby elephants
Herds= a family of elephants
Trunk= a useful tool (nose) that elephants use to drink water, pick up food, and
dig holes
Predators= animals that try to hunt the baby elephants – hyenas, crocodiles, lions
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What is one thing you
learned about elephants from this book? I learned…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What was this story about? (elephants)
b. Where did this story take place? (Africa, savannah)
c. What are some of the things elephants use their trunks for? (greeting each other,
getting attention, drinking water, picking up food, and digging holes)
d. Why do elephants put dust and mud on their bodies? (protect from sun, keep
bugs, cool off)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic (2
& 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning about the continents and animals that live on them.
Today, we learned about elephants. A baby elephant is called a calf, just like
baby camels! Would you like to share something you learned about elephants
from this book?
*Introduce elephant family figurines into Wildlife Vet Dramatic Play Center after this
lesson. Leave the book near the figurines so children can act out scenes from the book.
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Africa, Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal--Elephants

Re-Read & Activity- Paper Plate Elephant Craft
Book 15: Baby Elephant Joins the Herd
Materials: Book, paper plates (pre-cut), paint and sponges, glue sticks,
scissors, something for eyes—markers to draw, google eyes, or paper
cut outs.
Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Before:
1. Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
Do you remember this book we read? This story is about elephants that live on the grasslands in the African
Savannah.
2. Point out the title & author –ask if anyone can tell you what the author does.
The title of this book is Baby Elephant Joins the Herd. The author of this book is the American Museum of
Natural History. Who can raise their hand and tell me what the author of a story does? Yes! The author writes
the story!
3. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your ideas!
This time we are going to read the book and then complete an elephant craft together! Listen carefully as I read
the story because I will ask you questions when I am finished.
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they may be thinking.
a. (elephant trunk) Look at all of the things an elephant can use its trunk for!
b. (Lion) The elephants protect the calves from predators.
c. (dust and mud) Wow! The elephants use dust and mud to protect their skin and stay cool in the hot
sun! I protect my skin by wearing sunblock/sunscreen.
3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. Where does the story take place? (grasslands, African Savannah)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly definitions. Reinforce
these words throughout the day!
Savannah= a land area that is hot and dry with bushes and just a few trees. It does not get
much rain.
Calf= baby elephants
Herds= a family of elephants
Trunk= a useful tool (nose) that elephants use to drink water, pick up food, and dig holes
Predators= animals that try to hunt the baby elephants – hyenas, crocodiles, lions
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After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What did you learn about elephants? I learned…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
a. What was this story about? (elephants)
b. Where does this story take place? (Africa, savannah, grasslands)
c. What are some features/characteristics of an elephant? (long trunk, BIG size, large ears,
tusks)
d. What does an elephant use its trunk for? (playing, drinking, picking up food, digging holes,
etc.)
3. Follow-up Activity: Craft: Paper Plate Elephants
a. Pre-cut plates (as shown in picture)
b. Have the children use sponges to paint their elephants
c. Once the paint has dried, glue or draw on eyes
Pre-cut plates
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Africa, Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal--Elephants

Book 16: Roar! A Noisy Counting Book
Materials Needed: book
Language Time:

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: In this rhyming book, a young lion cub looks for someone to play
The Elephant’s Trunk with him. His loud roar scares all the animals away until he encounters a group of
lion cubs that are just as loud. The number of animals increases from 1-10.
The elephant has a
great big trunk.
Pretend your arm is a Key Academic Vocabulary: basking, puzzled, sniffs, gloomy
trunk.
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
That goes swinging,
1. Introduce the Topic
swinging to and fro.
We have been learning about animals that live in Africa. Africa is one of the 7
Swing “trunk” back
continents. Let’s clap the syllables together con-tin-ent. Raise your hand if you can
and forth.
tell me what animals we have learned about so far!
He has tiny, tiny, eyes 2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
(Show the cover of the book) Look at these animals. I see animals that live in Africa.
that show him just
The lion’s mouth is open and it looks like the flaming and rhino are running away. I
where to go.
wonder what is going on! This is a counting book.
Point to eyes.
3. Point out the title and author
Roar! A Noisy Counting Book is the title of the story. The author is Pamela Duncan
His huge long ears go
Edwards. Remember, the author writes the story. The illustrator of this story is Henry
flapping, flapping up
Cole. The illustrator draws the pictures in the story.
and down.
Pretend your hands are
During:
ears.
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
His great big feet go
2.
Model
Thinking Aloud
stomping, stomping,
a. At a number of points in the story pause to count the animals, pointing as you
stomping, on the
go.
ground.
b. On the second to last page of the book, count the ten little lion cubs.
Stomp feet.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (African savanna, grasslands)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Basking= relaxing in the warmth of the sun
Puzzled= confused, doesn’t understand
Sniffs= sound you make when you are about to cry (demonstrate)
Gloomy= sad
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
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stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part of the story was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. What was this story about? (a little lion cub looking for a friend)
b. How does this lion feel? (sad because the animals keep running away)
c. Why do the animals keep running away? (the lion’s roar is too loud-he is a
predator, and the animals are afraid.)
d. Math Story Problem: In this story, the little lion cub scared five hippos and
warthogs. How many more hippos did he scare than warthogs? Let’s find
out. To figure out how many more, we have to subtract. Let’s start with our
bigger number 5. He scared five hippos. (Hold up five fingers on one hand)
and three warthogs. Let’s take away, or subtract, three. (Slowly put down
three fingers as you count.) One, two, three. We have two fingers left. Five
minus three equals two. That means the lion cub scared two more hippos
than warthogs. Say that with me. Two more hippos than warthogs.
3. Do a guided retell. Focus on the beginning, middle, and end.
First, there was a little lion cub. He went off to find some fun. Then, he found
other animals but he scared them with his big roar. Finally, he found nine lion cubs
who weren’t scared of his roar. Together, they scared away all the animals.

62
Copyright © Dr. Amy Murdoch, 2019
Murdoch, Warburg, & Corbo, Mount St. Joseph University, 3/2022

Africa, Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal--Elephants

Re-read and Math Activity
Book 16: Roar! A Noisy Counting Book
Materials Needed: book, math materials at the end of the unit

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Before:
Ask if the children can remember what this book is about—show them the cover to remind them.
Do you remember this book we read? This story is about a little lion cub that scares the animals away with his
loud roar.
1. Point out the title & author –ask if anyone can tell you what the author does.
The title of this book is Roar! A Noisy Counting Book. The author of this book is Pamela Duncan Edwards. Who
can raise their hand and tell me what the author of a story does? Yes! The author writes the story!
2. Tell them we are going to read the story again and discuss the story. So be ready to share your ideas!
This time we are going to read the book and then complete some activities together! Listen carefully as I read
the story because I will ask you questions when I am finished.
During:
1. Read with excitement and fluency.
2. Ask questions about how characters feel or what they may be thinking.
a.
b.
c.
d.

(A jolly little lion cub goes off to find some fun.) Can you find the lion cub in this picture?
(One red monkey rushes up a tree.) Why does this monkey have his fingers in his ears?
(Four blue lizards slither down a hole) Why are the lizards going down a hole?
(Gloomy little lion cub) How does little lion cub feel? Why?

3. Highlight key vocabulary, content, and story elements.
a. Where does the story take place? (grasslands, African Savannah)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly definitions.
Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Basking= relaxing in the warmth of the sun
Puzzled= confused, doesn’t understand
Sniffs= sound you make when you are about to cry (demonstrate)
Gloomy= sad
After:
1. Ask for their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence stem.
Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite part of the story? My favorite part
was…
2. Ask a few questions about story elements and discuss 2-3 interesting vocabulary words.
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a. Who was this story about? (a little lion cub)
b. What is the problem in this story? (Lion cub wants to play but he keeps scaring everyone with
his loud roar)
c. Did little lion cub find anyone to play with? (Yes! He found 9 other little lion cubs to play with.)
3. Follow-up Activity: Math
One unique option:
a. After reading the book, show the children the animal counting strips.
b. Set out the numeral animal counting strips, but not in any particular order.
c. Explain that you will read the book again and this time the children will find the correct picture
strip that corresponds to each page of the book.
d. Give the child the lion picture card. Explain that the child will use the lion to tell the story.
i. Read through the book again. Stop on each page and wait for the child to bring the lion
picture card to the corresponding animal picture strip for the page. Encourage the
children to count the animals on the strip. Allow the child to act out what is happening
on the page, by removing the picture strip from the area.
Do a variety of small group math activities across the next week or two. See math materials at the end of the
unit for math activity cards and manipulatives.
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Africa, Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal—Elephants

Book 17: I Love My Mama
Materials: book

Language Time:
Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
The Elephant’s Trunk Notes on the Books: This is a sweet rhyming book that features a baby elephant and
mama.
The elephant has a
Key Vocabulary: trunks, savannah, gaze
great big trunk.
Pretend your arm is a
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
trunk.
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
That goes swinging,
We have been learning about animals that live in Africa. Today, we are going to read
swinging to and fro.
a story about an elephant calf that loves its mama!
Swing “trunk” back
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
and forth.
(Show the cover of the book) This is a really fun story about a baby elephant and
He has tiny, tiny, eyes mama living in the African Savannah. It is also a rhyming book. Remember, rhyming
words are words that end the same way like sip and dip---they both end with -ip.
that show him just
Listen for the rhyming words in this book and see all the things elephants do on the
where to go.
African savannah!
Point to eyes.
3. Point out the title and author
I Love My Mama is the title of the story. The author of this story is Peter Kavanagh.
His huge long ears go
The
illustrator is Jane Chapman. Remember, the author writes the story, and the
flapping, flapping up
illustrator draws the pictures.
and down.
Pretend your hands are
ears.
His great big feet go
stomping, stomping,
stomping, on the
ground.
Stomp feet.

During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Briefly explain Key Vocabulary: trunks, savannah, gaze
b. Point out some rhyming pairs
c. (calf) A baby elephant is called a calf just like the baby camel we learned
about earlier this week.
d. (savannah characteristics) The savannah is hot, has bushes and grass and very
little rain.
e. (elephant’s trunk) The elephant’s trunk is used for many things: greeting each
other, getting attention, drinking water, picking up food, and digging holes!
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this story take place? (the savannah)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
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definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Savannah= a land area that is hot and dry with bushes and just a few trees. It
does not get much rain.
Trunk= a useful tool (nose) that elephants use to drink water, pick up food,
and dig holes
Gaze= to look
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about? (an elephant calf and his mama)
b. Where did this story take place? (Africa, savannah)
c. What are some of the things the elephants did together in the story?(show
pictures to help provide prompts as needed-shelter, stomping and stamping,
stride along the river, bathe in the river, etc,)
d. Why do elephants put dust and mud on their bodies? (protect from sun, keep
bugs, cool off)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. Re-read a few of the pages with distinct rhyming pairs and see if the children
can provide the rhyme: Let’s reread some of the book and see if we can find
the rhyming words.
i. 1st Page: The pale sun rises through the morning mist. I love my Mama
on days like THIS (pause and see if the children can provide, this).
Great, mist and this rhyme, they end with –is. Do this for each rhyming
pair.
ii. Page 10: The water is clean and we’re covered in dust. We jump in
together and let it wash over US.
iii. Page 15: Sometimes we laugh for no reason at all, comparing our
trunks, one big, one SMALL.
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Africa, Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal-Lions

Book 18: Lions
Materials: book
Materials: Lions Book
Language Time:
The Elephant’s
Trunk

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is a non-fiction book with beautiful photos and lots of good
information about lions. Don’t skip the final few pages with good information.

The elephant has a
great big trunk.
Pretend your arm is a
trunk.

Key Vocabulary: mane, prides, predator-prey

That goes swinging,
swinging to and fro.
Swing “trunk” back
and forth.
He has tiny, tiny, eyes
that show him just
where to go.
Point to eyes.
His huge long ears go
flapping, flapping up
and down.
Pretend your hands
are ears.
His great big feet go
stomping, stomping,
stomping, on the
ground.
Stomp feet.

Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We are learning about Africa and the animals that live in Africa. We have learned
about camels that live in the deserts in Africa and Elephants that live in the savannah
in Africa. Another animal that lives on the savannah is the lion. Today, we are going to
learn about lions!
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
(Show the cover of the book) This is a book that gives us lots of information about
lions. It has real pictures of lions in the wild.
3. Point out the title and author
Lions is the title of the book. The author of this book is Amy Sky Koster. Listen
carefully as I read to learn all about lions!
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Point out the key vocabulary as your read: mane, prides (compare with herd),
predator-prey
b. Mother lions feed babies milk, just like elephants and humans. We are all
mammals.
c. (P. 30) show the map and discuss where lions live. Lions live mostly in Africa
(lots of red dots-one red dot in Asia).
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this book take place? (Africa)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
mane= the long fur around a boy lion’s face
prides= a group of lions that live together
predator= an animal that hunts other animals for food
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prey= an animal that is food for another animal
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this book (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was one thing you
learned about lions from reading this story? I learned…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Use the book (page 31) to review what different animal groups are called:
pride, herd, pack, troop, pod.
b. What was this book about? (lions)
c. Where do lions live? (Africa and Asia)
d. Why does a lion roar? (protect his pride)
e. What does a lion hunt/eat? (large and small animals- wildebeests, zebras,
warthogs, gazelles)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning about animals that live in Africa. Today we read all
about lions. What is 1 thing you learned about lions from our reading today?
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Africa, Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal—Lions

Book 19: Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion
Materials: book, Puppets from Telling Terrific Tales Little Red Riding Hood

Language Time:
The Elephant’s
Trunk
The elephant has a
great big trunk.
Pretend your arm is a
trunk.
That goes swinging,
swinging to and fro.
Swing “trunk” back
and forth.
He has tiny, tiny, eyes
that show him just
where to go.
Point to eyes.
His huge long ears go
flapping, flapping up
and down.
Pretend your hands
are ears.
His great big feet go
stomping, stomping,
stomping, on the
ground.
Stomp feet.

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This is a fractured fairy tale. It is a retelling of little red riding hood
set in Africa with a fun twist! Little Red Riding hood is included in our Telling Terrific
Tales routine.
Key Vocabulary: naughty, disgusting, grumbling
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about Africa and the animals that live in Africa. We have
learned about camels that live in the deserts in Africa and elephants and lions that live
on the savannah in Africa.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
(Show the cover of the book) Briefly review or introduce Little Red Riding Hood
materials in Telling Terrific Tales. The way you discuss the story depends on your
students’ experience.
- Students have experience with this Tale: Do you remember when we told the
story of Little Red Riding Hood?
- Students who haven’t yet done this Tale: We will learn more about this story
later when we use these puppets. Let me tell you a bit about the story.
Recap the story: (Show puppets) Red Riding Hood went to visit her grandmother and
met a wolf along the way. The wolf dressed up as grandma to try and trick Little Red
Riding Hood. But, a kindly woodsman helped Little Red scare the wolf away. Today,
we are going to read a book that takes that story of Little Red Riding Hood and mixes
it up a bit! This time Little Red lives in Africa and instead of a wolf, she meets a hungry
lion. Let’s see what else is mixed up in this book!
3. Point out the title and author
Little Red and The Very Hungry Lion is the title of the story. The author of this story is
Alex T. Smith. Remember, the author writes the story.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Point out key vocabulary and briefly define the words as they come up in the
story: naughty, disgusting, grumbling
b. Model thinking aloud & point out key aspects of the story that differ from the
original story:
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i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Lion instead of wolf.
Takes place in Africa with African animals rather than in the woods.
Auntie not grandma
Little Red takes care of the lion herself---no need for a kindly
woodsman.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this book take place? (Africa)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
Savannah= a land area that is hot and dry with bushes and just a few trees. It
does not get much rain.
Trunk= a useful tool (nose) that elephants use to drink water, pick up food, and
dig holes
Gaze= to look
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about? (Little Red and the Lion)
c. Where does the story take place? (Africa)
d. Why did Little Red go to her Auntie’s house? (Little Red needed to give her
medicine for her spots)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. Compare & contrast to the original fairy tale (use puppets). See if the children
can provide the word in caps.
i. In this story, instead of going to visit her grandma, Little Red went to
visit her AUNTIE.
ii. Instead of a hungry wolf, there was a hungry LION.
iii. Instead of needing the help of a kindly woodsman, Little Red took care
of the naughty lion HERSELF.
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Africa, Part 3—Books Focused on One African Animal—Hippos

Book 20: Big Little Hippo
Materials: book

Language Time:
The Elephant’s
Trunk
The elephant has a
great big trunk.
Pretend your arm is a
trunk.
That goes swinging,
swinging to and fro.
Swing “trunk” back
and forth.
He has tiny, tiny, eyes
that show him just
where to go.
Point to eyes.
His huge long ears go
flapping, flapping up
and down.
Pretend your hands
are ears.
His great big feet go
stomping, stomping,
stomping, on the
ground.
Stomp feet.

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: Little hippo is the smallest in his family. This makes him very sad
until he saves a tiny beetle one day. The beetle’s family thanks him for his help and
calls him a big hippo. Little hippo is so excited and becomes big little hippo, a name
that fits just right. This could be an extension to Basic Concepts- relative size.
Key Vocabulary: youngest, giant, thickets, beetle
Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about Africa and the animals that live in Africa. A long time
ago when we were studying our continent, North America, we read about a hippo who
is very famous in our city. Her name is Fiona. Do you remember that? Fiona is a
hippo who lives at the zoo in our city, but hippos are from Africa. Today we are going
to read a book about a hippo who lives in Africa.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
How many hippos do you see on the cover of this book? I see two! One is much
smaller than the other. Both of the hippos look very happy.
3. Point out the title and author
Big Little Hippo is the title of the story. The author of this story is Valeri Gorbachev.
Remember, the author writes the story. I don’t see another name so I think Valeri
Gorbachev is also the illustrator. Wow! He wrote the words and drew the pictures in
this book.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Point out key vocabulary and briefly define the words as they come up in the
story: youngest, giant, thickets, beetle
b. Model thinking aloud
(Little Hippo was the youngest in his family) I’m wondering which hippo in this
picture is Little Hippo. I think it’s this one here on the big hippo’s back. Let’s
keep reading to see if I’m right.
(“Everyone is bigger than me,” grumbled Little Hippo to himself) I think Little
Hippo must be feeling a little bit sad about being so small. He is grumbling
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that everyone is bigger than him. We grumble when we’re upset.
(“Thank you, Big Hippo!” said the beetle’s family.) The beetles called him Big
Hippo! I think that will make Little Hippo so happy!
(“How wonderful!” said his mother. “You are growing up.”) Mother hippo
must be so proud of her little hippo!
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Where does this book take place? (Africa)
b. Why is Little Hippo sad? (Everyone is bigger than him)
c. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
youngest= the least old
giant= really big, huge
thickets= a place with lots of bushes or small trees
beetle= a small insect
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this story about? (Little Hippo, his family, his neighbors)
d. Where does the story take place? (Africa)
e. How did Little Hippo feel when the beetles called him Big Hippo? (Happy)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. Do a story retell Little Hippo was the youngest in his _________ (family). He
was sad because everyone was ____________ (bigger) than him. One day,
Little Hippo helped a tiny beetle. He was so happy because the beetle’s family
called him ___________ (Big Hippo). He told his mom and she felt very
__________ (proud).
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Africa, Part 1 – African Animals & Their Habitats
Book 20: Big Little Hippo by Valeri Gorbachev
Shared Writing
Materials: Book, white board or chalkboard to create shared writing

Tell a Story

Shared Writing Routine:
• Plan – talk to the children about what to write
• Write – write within view of the children and “think aloud” as you write your sentence, highlighting the vocabulary
and conventions you planned
• Read – Point to each word and read the sentence together.
Shared Writing Preparation Template: Tell a Story

Gist of the Writing:
Following is the structure for creating a story retell with your children for this book:
• First sentence introducing main character and problem (Little Hippo was the youngest and smallest in
his family, and this made him sad).
• Details reflecting how the problem continues (Little Hippo felt like the smallest creature in the world
when he went for a walk and saw huge animals like Crocodile, Elephant, and Giraffe).
• Resolution sentence. (Little Hippo rescues a tiny beetle and gets a new name, Big Little Hippo, that fits
just right).
Utilizing this structure, the writing will summarize the story in Big Little Hippo and will reflect the sequence
of events that reflect the problem and then the solution.
Vocabulary Word(s): Choose some (you won’t be able to include all)
youngest, giant, thickets, beetle
Specific letter(s) or conventions to highlight:
Punctuation, capital letters, letter formation
Plan your sentences. Your sentences should follow the classic story pattern:
Beginning – Little Hippo feels a bit sad about being the youngest and smallest in his family.
Middle – Little Hippo sees his neighbor, big, old Crocodile, who is much bigger than him.
Middle – The giant trees make Little Hippo feel like the smallest creature in the world.
Middle – Little Hippo helps a tiny, baby beetle.
End – He gets a new name, Big Little Hippo, that fits just right.
STEPS IN THE PROCESS
6. Discuss the book and vocabulary:
(Show pictures in the book as you discuss the story)
We read a story called Big Little Hippo. In the beginning of the story, Little Hippo feels a bit sad about being the
youngest and smallest in his family. He goes for a walk in the thickets and notices that everyone is bigger than
him. Big, old Crocodile is much bigger than Little Hippo. The giant trees make Little Hippo feel like the
smallest creature in the world. Suddenly, Little Hippo saw a tiny, baby beetle who needed help. Little Hippo
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rolled him over. The beetles family said, “Thank you, Big Hippo.” Little Hippo was so happy! He got a new
name, Big Little Hippo, that fit him just right.
7. Write Beginning Sentence:
Plan: Let’s write! Stories have a beginning, a middle and an end. In this story, in the beginning, Little Hippo
was the smallest and youngest in his family and this made him feel ____________ (sad.)
Write: Write the chosen sentence in view of children and “think aloud” as you write:
I am starting my sentence so I will begin with a capital letter. As I write each word I make sure to leave a space
between each of my words. I have finished my sentence so now I will add a period to show that my sentence is
done. Little Hippo was the smallest and youngest in his family, and this made him feel sad.
Read aloud, pointing to each word. Read a second time asking children to “read” with you. Little Hippo was the
smallest and youngest in his family, and this made him feel sad.
8. Write Middle Sentences:
Plan: Gather input from children for the detail sentences:
Now that we have written our first important sentence let’s think about what else we can say. We wrote, “Little
Hippo was the smallest and youngest in his family, and this made him feel sad.” We wrote about what happened
at the beginning of the story. Now let’s write about what happened in the middle of the story. I will write the first
part of the sentence and you write the end of the sentence.
Write: Little Hippo sees his neighbor, big, old Crocodile, who ___________ (is much bigger than him). Ask
children for suggestions to finish your sentence. They may need a bit of guidance or some discussion. Little
Hippo sees his neighbor, big, old Crocodile, who is much bigger than him.
Read aloud pointing to each word. Read a second time asking children to “read” with you. Little Hippo sees his
neighbor, big, old Crocodile, who is much bigger than him.
**Continue the Plan/Write/Read pattern, offering a sentence beginning and planning and writing the end of the
sentence with the children. Following are possible sentence starters and possible endings that the children can be
guided to create:
The giant trees make Little Hippo feel like… the smallest creature in the world.
Little Hippo helps a tiny, baby… beetle.
9. Write Concluding Sentence:
Plan: Again, you will write the sentence starter and children will contribute the end of the sentence. Let’s think
about how the story ended. I will write the first part of this next sentence and I would like you to think about how
the sentence should end. He gets a new name, _______________ (Big Little Hippo,) that fits just right. Ask
children for suggestions to finish your sentence. They may need a bit of guidance or some discussion.
Write: Write the concluding sentence together, thinking aloud as you write about writing conventions that you
would like the children to attend to. He gets a new name, Big Little Hippo, that fits just right.
10. Read Finished Writing Together: To finish, read the paragraph together pointing to each word. Keep the
writing posted and in view of children, returning to it and reading together when possible. Let’s read our story
together.
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Little Hippo feels a bit sad about being the youngest and smallest in his family. Little Hippo sees his
neighbor, big, old Crocodile, who is much bigger than him. The giant trees make Little Hippo feel like the
smallest creature in the world. Little Hippo helps a tiny, baby beetle. He gets a new name, Big Little Hippo, that
fits just right.
Please keep the paragraph posted and return to it from time to time.
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Africa, Part 4—A Scientist Who Worked in Africa

Book 21: Me…Jane
Materials: book
Language Time:
The Elephant’s
Trunk

Learning New Things—1, 2, 3 Shared Storybook
Notes on Book: This book tells the story of young Jane Goodall and shows her early
interest in animals, science, and Africa.

The elephant has a
great big trunk.
Pretend your arm is a
trunk.

Key Vocabulary: observed, Africa

That goes swinging,
swinging to and fro.
Swing “trunk” back
and forth.
He has tiny, tiny, eyes
that show him just
where to go.
Point to eyes.
His huge long ears go
flapping, flapping up
and down.
Pretend your hands
are ears.
His great big feet go
stomping, stomping,
stomping, on the
ground.
Stomp feet.

Read Using the 1, 2, 3 Shared Story Routine
Before:
1. Introduce the Topic
We have been learning about Africa and the animals that live on this continent. Today,
we are going to read about a famous scientist who worked in Africa. Her name is Jane
Goodall. Dr. Goodall studied chimpanzees in Africa and continues to work to help
understand and care for the animals in Africa.
2. Introduce the book to generate excitement
(Show the cover of the book) This is a story about when Jane was a little girl. As a
little girl Jane loved to learn about animals. Then, she grew up to be a scientist
studying animals. How many of you like to learn about animals? Maybe you will grow
up to be a scientist like Jane!
3. Point out the title and author
Me…Jane is the title of the story. The author of this story is Patrick McDonnell.
Remember, the author writes the story.
During:
1. Read with very few interruptions so child can get a sense of the full
story
2. Model Thinking Aloud
a. Point out key vocabulary and briefly define the words as they come up in the
story: observed, Africa
b. Jane loved learning about animals and the world, just like you!
c. Jane imagined exploring Africa—see how her house changes into a jungle in
Africa as she imagines it!
d. (Final page) This is the real Dr. Jane Goodall working in Africa.
3. Draw children’s attention to key content, vocabulary, and story elements:
characters, setting, the problem, etc.
a. Who is this story about? (Jane)
b. Key Vocabulary Briefly define/highlight key vocabulary using child friendly
definitions. Reinforce these words throughout the day!
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Observed= watched carefully
Africa= one of the 7 continents. The 2nd largest continent.
After:
1. Ask their opinion—did they like it? Thumbs up/down. Why? Provide a sentence
stem. Did you like this story (thumbs up/thumbs down)? What was your favorite
part of the story? My favorite part was…
2. Questions: Ask simple questions about the book.
a. Who was this book about? (Jane)
b. What did Jane want to do when she grew up? (she wanted to live with and help
animals)
c. Where did Jane want to live when she grew up? (Africa)
3. Review vocabulary & connect content of the book to their knowledge of the topic
(2 & 3 should go in the order that makes sense for the book discussion)
a. We have been learning about the continent Africa. We have learned about
different animals and their habitats, and today, we learned about Jane Goodall.
Jane is a scientist who likes to observe and help animals, especially
chimpanzees.
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Wordless Books Small Group Work for Unit 7: Africa
Books in this Unit
1. Mama
2. Lion and Mouse
3. Draw!

Wordless Books General Outline
Skills Targeted: Length of sentences, retelling, explanations, vocabulary, and listening
comprehension, and print/book skills.
Materials: Books and follow up activity
Outline of Activity: Wordless book routine—SAMMY
1. Show children the book, read title & author, and generate excitement
2. Ask “What do you think this book is about?”
3. Model--Read it the first time with the children where you tell the story—
asking a few basic questions as you read.
4. Make sure they understood what happened in the story by asking a few
questions/reviewing: who the characters were, what the problem was that resolved, and
how it ended.
5. Your Turn: Read the story again, this time letting the children tell the story.
Provide prompts as needed—what is happening on this page? Who is that? How did the
story end? Have the child complete your sentence--The girl and the boy became
____(friends).
6. After Reading Activity.
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Mama

Skills Targeted: Length of sentences, retelling, explanations, vocabulary, listening
comprehension, and print/book skills
Materials: Mama by Jeanette Winter, character picture cards (printed, laminated, cut apart)
Story Synopsis: This wordless picture book is a retelling of a true story. In 2004, a tsunami caused
hippos that were swimming in Kenya’s Sabaki River to be swept out to sea. One young hippo was
separated from his mother. He was discovered by Kenyan wildlife officials. They named him Owen
and brought him to Haller Park in Mombasa. Owen was released into an enclosure with other animals
and immediately headed for Mzee, a 130-year-old male giant tortoise. The two became inseparable,
with Mzee taking on the role of Owen’s Mama.
Outline of Activity: Wordless book routine—SAMMY
1. Show children the book, read title & author, and generate excitement by pointing out the
beautiful picture of the lion.
2. Ask what do you think this book is about? Guide children to the understanding that this book
is about a hippo who gets lost and can’t find his Mama.
3. Model--Read it the first time with the children where you tell the story—
Asking a few basic questions as you read. Who is the little hippo following? What
happened to the little hippo and his mama? How does the little hippo fell? Where is the
hippo now? Who is the hippo following now? How does the little hippo feel now that he
has a new friend?
4. Make sure they understood what happened in the story by asking a few
questions/reviewing. Who were the characters in the book? What was the problem?
How did the people help the little hippo? How does the story end?
5. Your Turn: Read the story again, this time letting the children tell the story.
Provide prompts as needed. The baby hippo was _______ (happy) with his mama. The
mama and baby hippo were separated by a big ___________ (wave). The baby hippo
was all __________ (alone). People found the baby hippo and took him to an animal
park. He made a new friend. The friend was a ___________ (tortoise).
6. After Reading Activity— Who are the characters in the story? Where did the story take
place? Show the children the sequencing cards. Encourage them to name the characters.
Encourage children to name the setting of the story. This story takes place in Africa. Hippos
and tortoises live in Africa. Encourage the children to put the pictures in story order and briefly
tell about each. Owen and his mama were happy together. A big wave came and Owen was all
alone. People rescued Owen and he made a new friend, a tortoise.
Differentiation:
Children Who Need a Challenge: Ask the children to name the characters before showing the
picture cards. Encourage the children to name the setting with as few clues as possible. You
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might remind children that it happened on the continent that we are studying currently. It’s the
place where lions live.
Children Who Need Support: Show the children the picture cards before asking them to name
the characters. Give many prompts and clues to bring children to the understanding that this
story takes place in Africa.
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The Lion & The Mouse

Skills Targeted: Length of sentences, retelling, explanations, vocabulary, listening
comprehension, and print/book skills
Materials: The Lion and the Mouse by Jerry Pinkney, character picture cards (printed, laminated, cut
apart)
Story Synopsis: This wordless picture book is a retelling of Aesop’s classic fable. One day a mouse
runs into a lion. The mouse is frightened but the lion doesn’t harm the mouse. Later the mouse returns
the favor by saving the lion.
Outline of Activity: Wordless book routine—SAMMY
1. Show children the book, read title & author, and generate excitement by pointing out the
beautiful picture of the lion.
2. Ask what do you think this book is about? Guide children to the understanding that this book
is about a lion and a mouse.
3. Model--Read it the first time with the children where you tell the story—
Asking a few basic questions as you read. How does the mouse feel when it sees the
lion? What did the lion do to the mouse? What happened to the lion?
4. Make sure they understood what happened in the story by asking a few
questions/reviewing. Who were the characters in the book? What was the problem?
How did the mouse help the lion? How did the story end?
5. Your Turn: Read the story again, this time letting the children tell the story.
Provide prompts as needed. The mouse saw a _______ (lion). The lion got trapped in a
________ (net).
6. After Reading Activity— Who are the characters in the story? Where did the story take
place? Show the children the pictures cards of the mouse and the lion. Encourage them to name
the characters. Encourage children to name the setting of the story. This story takes place in
Africa. Lions live in Africa.
Differentiation:
Children Who Need a Challenge: Ask the children to name the characters before showing the
picture cards. Encourage the children to name the setting with as few clues as possible. You
might remind children that it happened on the continent that we are studying currently. It’s the
place where lions live.
Children Who Need Support: Show the children the picture cards before asking them to name
the characters. Give many prompts and clues to bring children to the understanding that this
story takes place in Africa.
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Draw!
Skills Targeted: Length of sentences, retelling, explanations, vocabulary, listening
Comprehension, and print/book skills
Materials: Draw! by Raul Colon
Story Synopsis: This wordless picture book features many of the African animals highlighted in this
unit. A young boy sits on his bed drawing African animals and, through the power of his imagination,
enters the world he is drawing. He meets a gorilla, is charged by a rhinoceros, and hugs an elephant
among other animal encounters. Later, he shares his pictures with his class.
Outline of Activity: Wordless book routine—SAMMY
1. Show children the book, read title & author, and generate excitement by pointing out the small
hippo alone in the water
2. Ask what do you think this book is about?
3. Model--Read it the first time with the children where you tell the story—
Asking a few basic questions as you read. What is this boy doing? (Reading a book about
Africa) I see a pencil in his hand. What is he doing now? (Drawing pictures) What is this
animal called? (Answer depends on page) What is this animal doing? (Answer depends
on page) Do you think he is really in Africa with these animals? (No, he is just
pretending)
4. Make sure they understood what happened in the story by asking a few
questions/reviewing. Who was this book about? What was the boy drawing? Did he
really go to Africa?
5. Your Turn: Read the story again, this time letting the children tell the story.
Provide prompts as needed.
6. After Reading Activity— Name the animals the boy drew. Flip through the pictures and
encourage the children to name each African animal.
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Small Group Math Instruction – Unit 7: Africa
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General Math Resource – Number Chart
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7

8

9
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Materials:
- Book
- Number cards
- Animal picture cards

Over in the Grasslands – Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting
Counting & Number Recognition
More Than/Less Than/Equal To
Quantity Comparisons
Number-After Knowledge
Addition
Subtraction
Patterns

Developmental Progression for Number Knowledge

Developmental Progression

Enjoyment of
Math!
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Language of Math

Book 10- Over in the Grasslands - Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting – Quantities of 1 - 3
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about (show book). Remind them that there were
numbers in this book. "Numbers tell us how many there is of something."
2. Say, "Sometimes when there is a really small group of things, I don't even need to count them to know
how many are there. I can just look and tell how many.”
3. Demonstrate by setting out a small group of 1-3 animal pictures, name the quantity and then check your
work by counting the items. Add the correct number card to label the quantity.
4. Continue to set out small groups and encourage the children to quickly name the quantity without
counting, check the work by counting the items together, and labeling the quantity with the number card.
Easy- Stay with 1 vs. 2 until they have this solid and without help. Start by having the children who are hesitant to
repeat the number after you. Then put the same quantity down for them to state the quantity. Repeat 1 vs 2 many
times so children practice saying each number multiple times.
Medium- Follow the procedure outlined above.
Hard- Move quickly and encourage the children to set out their own group to try to trick the teacher. The child sets
out a small group of 1-3, the teacher names the quantity (sometimes correctly, sometimes not) and the child tells if the
teacher is correct. Once they can do this, move on to larger quantities of 4-6.

Counting and Number Recognition
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Remind them that there were numbers in
this book. Say, "Numbers tell us how many." Show them your number cards and say I have some
number cards right here. As we read the book, I will put out the number card to match the numbers
talked about in the book.
2. Read the book again (or just look for the numbers on each page) emphasizing the numbers written in the
book. Lay out the appropriate number card for each page.
3. Set out the animal pictures and tell them: We are going to play a game where we will count the animals
and then find the number card that tells how many animals there are in each group. Do you remember
some of the animals that were in this book? Let’s start with this many animals. Put three animal pictures
out, count the animals together, and match the correct number card 3.
4. Repeat with different amounts.
For extra guidance: Encourage the child to count with you. For a challenge: Encourage the child to count alone.
Easy- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-5 and manipulatives in groups of 1-5.
Medium- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-10 and manipulatives in groups of 1-10.
Hard- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 10-20 and manipulatives in groups of 10-20.
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More Than, Less Than, Equal To
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out two groups of animal cards (1-10) one clearly smaller (2 animal pictures) and one clearly bigger (5 animal
pictures)
3. Explain. "Today we are going to play a game with groups of animal pictures called more than, less than, and
equal to with our animal pictures. We will say more than for the group that has more—is the bigger group, less
for the group that is smallest (has less) and equal to means the groups are the same—they have the same
number of animal pictures”
4. Count each group of animal pictures.
5. Point out which group is biggest and smallest. The group that has 5 animal pictures is bigger, it has more than the
group that has 2 animal pictures. Which group is the bigger group? Let’s say this group with 5 (point) has more
animal pictures than this group 3 (point). 5 is more than 3.”
6. Repeat this many times, encouraging children to tell which group has more than the other and which has less than
the other. Be sure to create equal groups as well and explain that we say "equal" when the groups have the same
number. Encourage the children to say the sentence: This group is greater than/less than/equal to this group.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you (heavy modeling). Use sets with 1-5 times and start
with simply asking which is bigger vs. smaller with clearly bigger and smaller items.
Hard- Give the children the opportunity to "be the teacher" by creating two groups and telling which is greater than or
less than. Use larger groups of 10-20 if children have mastered counting objects that high.
Number-After Knowledge
Part 1
1. Show children the Number Chart, pointing to the number list at the bottom. “Here is a list of our numbers from 1
to 10. Let’s all say them in order together 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 – 5 – 6 – 7 – 8 – 9 – 10. Great! We all just counted to 10.
Do this a couple times until they all can do it clearly.
2. Pointing to the number 1 ask the children what number comes next, what number comes after 1. Point to the
number 3 and ask what comes next. If they cannot tell you, start at number 1 and count up to 4 and point out 4
comes next. Do this for a variety of numbers (1-5), pointing each time as you ask. Once they have this down, ask
them without pointing to the number – what number comes after _____? Once they can do this for 1-5 move on to
part 2 and add numbers 6-10 in part 1.
Part 2
1. Give each child a number chart and a set of 6 counters (enough to make numbers 1-3 initially).
2. Tell them “we are going to put the number of counters to represent each number.” Point to the number 1, how
many counters do we need to show 1? Yes one. Let’s place the counter above the number 1. Have each child
place one counter above the number 1. Do the same thing for numbers 2 and 3.
3. Ask them questions comparing the numbers 1 – 3. Which number is bigger, 2 or 3? Yes, look 3 has more counters,
3 is more than/bigger than 2.
4. Point out that each number is one more than the number before it. 2 is one more than 1, 3 is one more than 2—show
this with the counters.
As children are ready, repeat these steps with numbers 1-5 and then 4-6
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Addition
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out two groups of animal pictures (a group of 2 and a group of 1).
3. Explain, "Today we are going to do addition. Addition means putting together. When we add things
together they get bigger"
4. Count each group of animal pictures and place the matching numeral cards below the groups.
5. Say, "Now we are going to find out how many there are altogether. We are going to add these groups."
Show the addition card. This symbol means addition and we say plus when we read it. Place the addition
sign between the two numeral card and the equals sign after. Point to equal sign -- This symbol means
equals, the number all together.
6. Count the groups with the children. Place the matching numeral card for the sum at the end of the equation
7. Read the whole equation, encouraging children to read with you. “Two plus one equals three.”
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts with sums of 2 - 5.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you. For example, "This groups has 2. How many? Yes,
2. This group has 1. How many? Yes, 1. When I add them together. I get (point to each manipulative as you count)
1, 2, 3. How many? Yes, 3. Two plus one equals 3. Say that with me again."
*Use small groups with sums up to 5. *Do not use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with sums up to 10.

Subtraction
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out one group of animal pictures with up to 5 animal pictures. Explain, "Today we are going to do
subtraction. Subtraction means taking away. When we subtract something, it gets smaller"
3. Count the animal pictures with the children and place the matching numeral card under the group.
4. Place the subtraction sign to the right of the numeral card and say, "This symbol means subtraction, we
say minus when we read it. Now we are going to subtract or take away."
5. Tell the children how many you will be subtracting and place the matching numeral card to the right of
the subtraction sign and the equals sign after that. “Let’s take away 2 animal pictures.”
6. Encourage the children to count with you as you take away that amount of animal pictures.
7. Say, "How many are left now?"
8. Count the remainder together and place the matching numeral card after the equals sign.
9. Read the whole equation. Five minus two equals 3.
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts and differences up to 10.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you *Use small groups with differences up to 5. *Do not
use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with differences up to 20.

88
Copyright © Dr. Amy Murdoch, 2019
Murdoch, Warburg, & Corbo, Mount St. Joseph University, 3/2022

Recognizing and Extending Patterns
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book is about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Explain that “Today we are going to be learning about patterns. Patterns repeat over and over.”
3. Using the animal picture cards, create the start of a simple pattern and read it aloud to the children. “lion, hippo,
lion, hippo.” Ask, "What comes next in my pattern?"
4. Allow the children to add the next animal picture in the pattern.
5. Read the completed pattern.
Repeat many times with a variety of increasingly difficult, but still simple patterns. AABAA or ABBA or
AABB, ABCABC patterns are all appropriate.

Easy- Follow the steps outlined above but move slowly. Build the simple AB patter a couple times. Encourage the
children to read the pattern with you before telling what comes next.

Hard- Follow the steps above in Outline (Medium) but move quickly. Encourage the children to read the patterns
independently before extending them. Use more complex patterns from the onset. Consider using a growing pattern
like AB, AAB, AAAB.

Creating Patterns
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book is about. Have a brief discussion
2. Explain that “today we are going to be making patterns. Patterns repeat over and over.”
3. Create the AB simple pattern and read it aloud to the children. "Lion, hippo, lion, hippo." Create a few more
patterns as models for the children.
4. Tell the children, "Now, it is your turn to make a pattern." Encourage the children to create a pattern.
5. Read the completed pattern.
Repeat many times, encouraging children to create more complex, but still simple, patterns. AABA or ABBA or
AABB patterns are all appropriate.

Easy- Follow the steps outlined above but move slowly. Use very simple AB patterns. Create a few patterns first
before encouraging children to create their own.

Hard- Follow the steps above in Outline (Medium) but move quickly. Create just one or two model patterns before
asking children to create their own. Encourage children to use more complex patterns from the onset. Consider using
a growing pattern like AB, AAB, AAAB.
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Materials:
- Book
- Number cards
- Animal picture cards

We All Went on Safari – Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting
Counting & Number Recognition
More Than/Less Than/Equal To
Quantity Comparisons
Number-After Knowledge
Addition
Subtraction
Patterns

Developmental Progression for Number Knowledge

Developmental Progression

Enjoyment of
Math!
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Language of Math

Book 14- We All Went on Safari - Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting – Quantities of 1 - 3
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about (show book). Remind them that there were
numbers in this book. "Numbers tell us how many there is of something."
2. Say, "Sometimes when there is a really small group of things, I don't even need to count them to know
how many are there. I can just look and tell how many.”
3. Demonstrate by setting out a small group of 1-3 animal pictures, name the quantity and then check your
work by counting the items. Add the correct number card to label the quantity.
4. Continue to set out small groups and encourage the children to quickly name the quantity without
counting, check the work by counting the items together, and labeling the quantity with the number card.
Easy- Stay with 1 vs. 2 until they have this solid and without help. Start by having the children who are hesitant to
repeat the number after you. Then put the same quantity down for them to state the quantity. Repeat 1 vs 2 many
times so children practice saying each number multiple times.
Medium- Follow the procedure outlined above.
Hard- Move quickly and encourage the children to set out their own group to try to trick the teacher. The child sets
out a small group of 1-3, the teacher names the quantity (sometimes correctly, sometimes not) and the child tells if the
teacher is correct. Once they can do this, move on to larger quantities of 4-6.

Counting and Number Recognition
1.Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Remind them that there were numbers in
this book. Say, "Numbers tell us how many." Show them your number cards and say I have some
number cards right here. As we read the book, I will put out the number card to match the numbers
talked about in the book.
2. Read the book again (or just look for the numbers on each page) emphasizing the numbers written in the
book. Lay out the appropriate number card for each page.
3. Set out the animal pictures and tell them: We are going to play a game where we will count the animals
and then find the number card that tells how many animals there are in each group. Do you remember
some of the animals that were in this book? Let’s start with this many animals. Put three animal pictures
out, count the animals together, and match the correct number card 3.
4. Repeat with different amounts.
For extra guidance: Encourage the child to count with you. For a challenge: Encourage the child to count alone.
Easy- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-5 and manipulatives in groups of 1-5.
Medium- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-10 and manipulatives in groups of 1-10.
Hard- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 10-20 and manipulatives in groups of 10-20.
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More Than, Less Than, Equal To
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out two groups of animal cards (1-10) one clearly smaller (2 animal pictures) and one clearly bigger (5 animal
pictures)
3. Explain. "Today we are going to play a game with groups of animal pictures called more than, less than, and
equal to with our animal pictures. We will say more than for the group that has more—is the bigger group, less
for the group that is smallest (has less) and equal to means the groups are the same—they have the same
number of animal pictures”
4. Count each group of animal pictures.
5. Point out which group is biggest and smallest. The group that has 5 animal pictures is bigger, it has more than the
group that has 2 animal pictures. Which group is the bigger group? Let’s say this group with 5 (point) has more
animal pictures than this group 3 (point). 5 is more than 3.”
6. Repeat this many times, encouraging children to tell which group has more than the other and which has less than
the other. Be sure to create equal groups as well and explain that we say "equal" when the groups have the same
number. Encourage the children to say the sentence: This group is greater than/less than/equal to this group.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you (heavy modeling). Use sets with 1-5 times and start
with simply asking which is bigger vs. smaller with clearly bigger and smaller items.
Hard- Give the children the opportunity to "be the teacher" by creating two groups and telling which is greater than or
less than. Use larger groups of 10-20 if children have mastered counting objects that high.
Number-After Knowledge
Part 1
1. Show children the Number Chart, pointing to the number list at the bottom. “Here is a list of our numbers from
1 to 10. Let’s all say them in order together 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 – 5 – 6 – 7 – 8 – 9 – 10. Great! We all just counted to
10. Do this a couple times until they all can do it clearly.
2. Pointing to the number 1 ask the children what number comes next, what number comes after 1. Point to the
number 3 and ask what comes next. If they cannot tell you, start at number 1 and count up to 4 and point out 4
comes next. Do this for a variety of numbers (1-5), pointing each time as you ask. Once they have this down, ask
them without pointing to the number – what number comes after _____? Once they can do this for 1-5 move on to
part 2 and add numbers 6-10 in part 1.
Part 2
1. Give each child a number chart and a set of 6 counters (enough to make numbers 1-3 initially).
2. Tell them “we are going to put the number of counters to represent each number.” Point to the number 1, how
many counters do we need to show 1? Yes one. Let’s place the counter above the number 1. Have each child
place one counter above the number 1. Do the same thing for numbers 2 and 3.
3. Ask them questions comparing the numbers 1 – 3. Which number is bigger, 2 or 3? Yes, look 3 has more counters,
3 is more than/bigger than 2.
4. Point out that each number is one more than the number before it. 2 is one more than 1, 3 is one more than 2—show
this with the counters.
As children are ready, repeat these steps with numbers 1-5 and then 4-6
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Addition
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out two groups of animal pictures (a group of 2 and a group of 1).
3. Explain, "Today we are going to do addition. Addition means putting together. When we add things
together they get bigger"
4. Count each group of animal pictures and place the matching numeral cards below the groups.
5. Say, "Now we are going to find out how many there are altogether. We are going to add these groups."
Show the addition card. This symbol means addition and we say plus when we read it. Place the addition
sign between the two numeral card and the equals sign after. Point to equal sign -- This symbol means
equals, the number all together.
6. Count the groups with the children. Place the matching numeral card for the sum at the end of the equation
7. Read the whole equation, encouraging children to read with you. “Two plus one equals three.”
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts with sums of 2 - 5.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you. For example, "This groups has 2. How many? Yes,
2. This group has 1. How many? Yes, 1. When I add them together. I get (point to each manipulative as you count)
1, 2, 3. How many? Yes, 3. Two plus one equals 3. Say that with me again."
*Use small groups with sums up to 5. *Do not use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with sums up to 10.

Subtraction
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2. Set out one group of animal pictures with up to 5 animal pictures. Explain, "Today we are going to do
subtraction. Subtraction means taking away. When we subtract something, it gets smaller"
3. Count the animal pictures with the children and place the matching numeral card under the group.
4. Place the subtraction sign to the right of the numeral card and say, "This symbol means subtraction, we
say minus when we read it. Now we are going to subtract or take away."
5. Tell the children how many you will be subtracting and place the matching numeral card to the right of
the subtraction sign and the equals sign after that. “Let’s take away 2 animals.”
6. Encourage the children to count with you as you take away that amount of animal pictures.
7. Say, "How many are left now?"
8. Count the remainder together and place the matching numeral card after the equals sign.
9. Read the whole equation. Five minus two equals 3.
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts and differences up to 10.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you *Use small groups with differences up to 5. *Do not
use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with differences up to 20.
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Recognizing and Extending Patterns
6. Ask the children if they remember what this book is about. Have a brief discussion.
7. Explain that “Today we are going to be learning about patterns. Patterns repeat over and over.”
8. Using the animal picture cards, create the start of a simple pattern and read it aloud to the children. “lion, hippo,
lion, hippo.” Ask, "What comes next in my pattern?"
9. Allow the children to add the next animal picture in the pattern.
10.
Read the completed pattern.
Repeat many times with a variety of increasingly difficult, but still simple patterns. AABAA or ABBA or
AABB, ABCABC patterns are all appropriate.

Easy- Follow the steps outlined above but move slowly. Build the simple AB patter a couple times. Encourage the
children to read the pattern with you before telling what comes next.

Hard- Follow the steps above in Outline (Medium) but move quickly. Encourage the children to read the patterns
independently before extending them. Use more complex patterns from the onset. Consider using a growing pattern
like AB, AAB, AAAB.

Creating Patterns
6. Ask the children if they remember what this book is about. Have a brief discussion
7. Explain that “today we are going to be making patterns. Patterns repeat over and over.”
8. Create the AB simple pattern and read it aloud to the children. "Lion, hippo, lion, hippo." Create a few more
patterns as models for the children.
9. Tell the children, "Now, it is your turn to make a pattern." Encourage the children to create a pattern.
10.
Read the completed pattern.
Repeat many times, encouraging children to create more complex, but still simple, patterns. AABA or ABBA or
AABB patterns are all appropriate.

Easy- Follow the steps outlined above but move slowly. Use very simple AB patterns. Create a few patterns first
before encouraging children to create their own.

Hard- Follow the steps above in Outline (Medium) but move quickly. Create just one or two model patterns before
asking children to create their own. Encourage children to use more complex patterns from the onset. Consider using
a growing pattern like AB, AAB, AAAB.
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Materials:
- Book
- Number cards
- Animal picture cards

Roar! A Noisy Counting Book – Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting
Counting & Number Recognition
More Than/Less Than/Equal To
Quantity Comparisons
Number-After Knowledge
Addition
Subtraction
Patterns
Patterns
Developmental Progression
for Number Knowledge

Developmental Progression

Enjoyment of
Math!
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Language of Math

Book 16- Roar! A Noisy Counting Book - Math Activity Cards
Small Number Recognition without Counting – Quantities of 1 - 3
1. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about (show book). Remind them that there were
numbers in this book. "Numbers tell us how many there is of something."
2. Say, "Sometimes when there is a really small group of things, I don't even need to count them to know
how many are there. I can just look and tell how many.”
3. Demonstrate by setting out a small group of 1-3 manipulatives, name the quantity and then check your
work by counting the items. Add the correct number card to label the quantity.
4. Continue to set out small groups and encourage the children to quickly name the quantity without
counting, check the work by counting the items together, and labeling the quantity with the number card.
Easy- Stay with 1 vs. 2 until they have this solid and without help. Start by having the children who are hesitant to
repeat the number after you. Then put the same quantity down for them to state the quantity. Repeat 1 vs 2 many
times so children practice saying each number multiple times.
Medium- Follow the procedure outlined above.
Hard- Move quickly and encourage the children to set out their own group to try to trick the teacher. The child sets
out a small group of 1-3, the teacher names the quantity (sometimes correctly, sometimes not) and the child tells if the
teacher is correct. Once they can do this, move on to larger quantities of 4-6.

Counting and Number Recognition
5. Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Remind them that there were numbers in
this book. Say, "Numbers tell us how many." Show them your number cards and say I have some
number cards right here. As we read the book, I will put out the number card to match the numbers
talked about in the book.
6. Read the book again (or just look for the numbers on each page) emphasizing the numbers written in the
book. Lay out the appropriate number card for each page.
7. Set out the animal pictures and tell them: We are going to play a game where we will count the animal
pictures and then find the number card that tells how many animal pictures there are in each group. I
choose animal pictures to represent grandma’s family and friends. Why do you think animal pictures
were a good choice? Let’s start with this many animal pictures. Put three animal pictures out, count the
animal pictures together, and match the correct number card 3.
8. Repeat with different amounts.
For extra guidance: Encourage the child to count with you. For a challenge: Encourage the child to count alone.
Easy- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-5 and manipulatives in groups of 1-5.
Medium- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 1-10 and manipulatives in groups of 1-10.
Hard- Follow above procedure using numeral cards 10-20 and manipulatives in groups of 10-20.
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More Than, Less Than, Equal To
1.Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2.Set out two groups of animal pictures (1-10) one clearly smaller (2 animal pictures) and one clearly bigger (5
animal pictures)
3.Explain. "Today we are going to play a game with groups of animal pictures called more than, less than, and
equal to with our animal pictures. We will say more than for the group that has more—is the bigger group, less for
the group that is smallest (has less) and equal to means the groups are the same—they have the same number of
animal pictures”
4.Count each group of animal pictures.
5.Point out which group is biggest and smallest. The group that has 5 animal pictures is bigger, it has more than the
group that has 2 animal pictures. Which group is the bigger group? Let’s say this group with 5 (point) has more
animal pictures than this group 3 (point). 5 is more than 3.”
6.Repeat this many times, encouraging children to tell which group has more than the other and which has less than
the other. Be sure to create equal groups as well and explain that we say "equal" when the groups have the same
number. Encourage the children to say the sentence: This group is greater than/less than/equal to this group.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you (heavy modeling). Use sets with 1-5 times and start
with simply asking which is bigger vs. smaller with clearly bigger and smaller items.
Hard- Give the children the opportunity to "be the teacher" by creating two groups and telling which is greater than or
less than. Use larger groups of 10-20 if children have mastered counting objects that high.
Number-After Knowledge
Part 1
1.Show children the Number Chart, pointing to the number list at the bottom. “Here is a list of our numbers from 1
to 10. Let’s all say them in order together 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 – 5 – 6 – 7 – 8 – 9 – 10. Great! We all just counted to 10. Do
this a couple times until they all can do it clearly.
2.Pointing to the number 1 ask the children what number comes next, what number comes after 1. Point to the
number 3 and ask what comes next. If they cannot tell you, start at number 1 and count up to 4 and point out 4 comes
next. Do this for a variety of numbers (1-5), pointing each time as you ask. Once they have this down, ask them
without pointing to the number – what number comes after _____? Once they can do this for 1-5 move on to part 2
and add numbers 6-10 in part 1.
Part 2
1.Give each child a number chart and a set of 6 counters (enough to make numbers 1-3 initially).
2.Tell them “we are going to put the number of counters to represent each number.” Point to the number 1, how
many counters do we need to show 1? Yes one. Let’s place the counter above the number 1. Have each child place
one counter above the number 1. Do the same thing for numbers 2 and 3.
3.Ask them questions comparing the numbers 1 – 3. Which number is bigger, 2 or 3? Yes, look 3 has more counters,
3 is more than/bigger than 2.
4.Point out that each number is one more than the number before it. 2 is one more than 1, 3 is one more than 2—show
this with the counters.
As children are ready, repeat these steps with numbers 1-5 and then 4-6
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Addition
1.Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2.Set out two groups of manipulatives (a group of 2 and a group of 1).
3.Explain, "Today we are going to do addition. Addition means putting together. When we add things
together they get bigger"
4.Count each group of manipulatives and place the matching numeral cards below the groups.
5.Say, "Now we are going to find out how many there are altogether. We are going to add these groups."
Show the addition card. This symbol means addition and we say plus when we read it. Place the addition
sign between the two numeral card and the equals sign after. Point to equal sign -- This symbol means
equals, the number all together.
6.Count the groups with the children. Place the matching numeral card for the sum at the end of the equation
7.Read the whole equation, encouraging children to read with you. “Two plus one equals three.”
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts with sums of 2 - 5.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you. For example, "This groups has 2. How many? Yes,
2. This group has 1. How many? Yes, 1. When I add them together. I get (point to each manipulative as you count)
1, 2, 3. How many? Yes, 3. Two plus one equals 3. Say that with me again."
*Use small groups with sums up to 5. *Do not use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with sums up to 10.

Subtraction
1.Ask the children if they remember what this book was about. Have a brief discussion.
2.Set out one group of manipulatives with up to 5 manipulatives. Explain, "Today we are going to do
subtraction. Subtraction means taking away. When we subtract something, it gets smaller"
3.Count the manipulatives with the children and place the matching numeral card under the group.
4.Place the subtraction sign to the right of the numeral card and say, "This symbol means subtraction, we
say minus when we read it. Now we are going to subtract or take away."
5.Tell the children how many you will be subtracting and place the matching numeral card to the right of
the subtraction sign and the equals sign after that. “Let’s take away 2 animal pictures.”
6.Encourage the children to count with you as you take away that amount of manipulatives.
7.Say, "How many are left now?"
8.Count the remainder together and place the matching numeral card after the equals sign.
9.Read the whole equation. Five minus two equals 3.
Repeat this many times with groups of varying amounts and differences up to 10.
Easy- Move slowly and encourage children to repeat after you *Use small groups with differences up to 5. *Do not
use numeral cards.
Hard- Use groups with differences up to 20.
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